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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


EXPANSION OF ARAB REFINERIES, OIL MARKETING DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 194, 29 Oct-4 Nov 83 pp 43-45 


[Article: "Arab Investments Abroad: Saudi Arabia and Kuwait Are the Leadess 
in the World Petroleum Products Market"] 


[Text] It will not be long before the oil-producing nations, especially 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, have the lion's share of the world petroleum products 
market. It is also very likely that the names of the fuel distribution 
companies will change and will have only Arab names. In fact, this already 
became a reality in the Netherlands and the Scandinavian nations when Kuwait 
last year and early this year bought about 1,200 fuel stations from the Gulf 
Oil Corporation of the U.S. 


Circles associated with the refining industry in Europe and the U.S. have 
expressed their deep anxiety about expansion on the part of the Arab oil- 
producing nations in this industry and the distribution networks which 
supplement it. The following was said by Walter Levy, an expert in oil 
affairs: "The huge investments in the construction of oil refineries and 

for the purchase cf distribution networks will add only little added value 

to the value of the crude oil because these facilites require enormous paral- 
lel investments in the area of transporting and distributing the petroleum 
products." 


There is nothing new in this statement by the U.S. expert. During a number 

of petroleum conferences organized by OPEC, violent confrontations have 
occurred between the Arab delegates and the delegates of the international 

oil corporations concerning the refining industry and the petrochemicals 
industry. The representatives of these corporations have said that collective 
action should be taken to put a stop to the plans to set up oil refineries in 
the oil-producing nations because they, in the final analysis, would lead to 
an actual, but disguised, decline in the prices of crude oil. 


Why is this so? 


Special studies undertaken by some of the European oil companies claim that 
the establishment of refinery enterprises without previous planning and 
coordination among the nations concerned would lead to the existence of a 
huge glut of petroleum products in the world market. They say that this 

















would consequently lead to competition and a decline in prices to such ~* 
degree that the consumer nations might feel that it would be better for them 
to purchase cheap petroleum products rather than purchasing crude oil at high 
prices. This would be in spite of the fact that their own refineries provide 
[the petroleum products] with a considerable added value. In the view of 
these companies, this means that, in practice, there would exist a permanent 
factor which would lead toward decreasing the prices of crude oil rather than 
increasing them so that they could at least keep up with the rates of 
inflation. 


But the point of view of the oil-producing nations, especially the Arab 
nat:ions, has been that having refining and petrochemicals industries is a 
right which has been acquired by the nations which possess the crude oil. 
During the oil companies’ conference held in 1980 in Vienna under the super- 
vision of OPEC, they called for the transfer of this industry from Europe and 
the U.S. to the oil-producing nations, especially the Gulf nations, and they 
called for the application of the principle of survival of the fittest. 


Bilateral Negotiations 


During the negotiations conducted by an EEC committee in Kuwait with OAPEC, 
the members of the committee informed the secretary general of OAPEC, Dr 

"Ali ‘Atiqah, that every refinery which is set up in the Gulf nations would 
employ between 500 and 1,500 persons, but would, at the same time, mean the 
shutting down of a refinery in Europe which employs between 2,000 and 4,000 
persons. The committee said that one must take into consideration this factor 
as a major incentive for instituting protection for the European industry. 


Shaykh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the Saudi minister of petroleum and mineral resources 
resources, has not denied this fact. At a press conference he recently said 
that the added value of the Saudi refining enterprises is based on the 
following thre factors: 


1. Saudi Arabia has the raw material--that is, the crude oil--and also has 
the facilities for transporting it as cheaply as possible to the processing 
sites. 


2. [Saudi Arabia] has cheap energy which would make the costs of processing 
low. 


3. The Saudi refineries are modern and more productive than the European 
or U.S. refineries, and they do not require an intensive labor force. 


Shaykh Yamani does not hide the fact that Saudi Arabia intends to acquire 
distribution networks for petroleum products in all areas of the world. He 
has pointed out the fact that Saudi Arabia has definitely established itself 
as a nation which produces petroleum derivatives or processed petroleum in 
addition to the fact that it possesses enormous installations for the produc- 
tion of the basic materials which go into the manufacture of petrochemicals. 








The causes of alarm are all attributable to the fact that some of the 
oil-producing nations are developing their existing refineries and are 
constructing new refineries designed to produce products for export. Kuwait 
has nearly finished the development of the al-Ahmadi refinery, and this 
refinery, along with the al-Shu'aybah refinery in Kuwait, will provide the 
world market with at least 250,000 barrels [per day] of petroleum deriva- 
tives. In addition to the two above-mentioned refineries, Kuwait also has 

a small refinery for the refining of petroleum from the Neutral Zone, and 
the petroleum from that area is of the heavy type. 


Saudi Arabia has a refining industry which is larger and on a broader scale 
than that of Kuwait, and this will be even more true when Saudi Arabia's new 
refineries begin operation. We note that some of these refineries have been 
constructed in partnership with large oil companies which have taken it upon 
themselves to market a large share of the production of these refineries since 
these firms have expertise in the field of world marketing. 


The Saudi Refineries 


The following is some basic information concerning both the old refineries 

in Saudi Arabia and the new ones which are under construction. They are 
being administered and run by the General Petroleum and Minerals Organization 
(Petromin). 


The Riyadh refinery: This refinery began operation during the early seventies 
with a production capacity of 20,000 barrels per day. The refinery expanded 
in 1981, at wnich time it began producing 126,000 barrels per day. Most of 
its production is for domestic consumption, and the refinery is 100 percent 
owned by Petromin. 


The Petromin-Shell refinery in al-Jubayl: This refinery is 50 percent owned 
by Petromin and 50 percent owned by the Shell International Corporation. It 
will begin operation in 1985 with a production capacity of 250,000 barrels 
per day, and the refinery is being constructed by a group of international 
firms--Chiyoda, (Parsons), and (Technap)--which are working in accordance 
with a contract signed in 1981. All of the production of this refinery will 
be for export. 


The al-Jubayl oil refinery: This is a joint venture which is 50 percent 
owned by Petromin, 25 percent owned by Texaco, and 25 percent owned by 
Chevron. It produces 12,000 barrels per day of finished lubricating oils 

and 40,000 barrels per day of naphtha, fuel oil, and diesel oil. Must of the 
production of this refinery is for export. 


The Petromin-Mobil refinery in Yanbu': Next year this refinery will begin 
producing 250,000 barrels per day of propane, benzene, jet fuel, diesel fuel, 
and sulphur. All of the production of this refinery wil! be for export. It 
is a joint venture which is 50 percent owned by Petromin and 50 percent owned 
by Mobil. The engineering and construction work is being carried out by 
Chiyoda and Mobil. 














The Petromin refinery in Yanbu': This refinery is totally owned by Petromin 
and is expected to be finished this year. Its production capacity will be 
170,000 barrels per day of liquefied petroleum gas, benzene, kerosene, jet 
fuel, diesel fuel, and fuel oil. Its production will be exported to nations 
abroad. 


The Petromin-Ashland refinery in Yanbu’: This is a joint venture cwmed 50 
percent by Petromin and 50 percent by Ashland. The fate of this project 

has not yet been decided. However, completing the project will take about 

2 years. The (Foster-Wheeler) Company will be undertaking the design and 
construction of the refinery. Its production capacity will be 5,000 barrels 
per day of [various] oils. 


The Petromin-Petrola refinery in Jiddah: This refinery is 50 percent owned 
by Petromin and 50 percent owned by Petrola. The Italian firm Snamprogetti 
has been engaging in the construction of this refinery since 1982. It is 
scheduled to be finished in 1985, and when it begins operation its production 
capacity will be 235,000 barrels per day. All of its production will be for 
export. 


The Jiddah refinery: This refinery is 75 percent owned by Petromin and 25 
percent owned by (Lasarco). It was built in the late sixties and its pro- 
duction capacity was then expanded to where it became 95,000 barrels per day 
by the late seventies. All of its production is for the domestic market. 


The Petromin lubricating oils refinery: This refinery is 70 percent owned by 
Petromin and 30 percent owned by Mobil. It was completed during the mid- 
seventies. In 1982 an agreement was signed with (Badgar) to expand the 
refinery. The refinery produces 3,800 barrels per day of [various] oils, and 
its production capacity will increase to 4,400 barrels per day when the 
project has been completed. 


High Production 


We conclude from the above that the production capacity of petroleum deriva- 
tives in Saudi Arabia today is up to 215,000 barrels per day, and all of the 
production is for the domestic market. By the end of this year this pro- 
duction capacity will go up to 385,000 barrels per day, of which 170,000 
barrels per day will be for export. By 1984 production capacity will be 
635,000 barrels per day, of which about 420,000 barrels per day will be for 
export, and by 1985 the production capacity will go up to 1.1 million barrels 
per day, of which about 900,000 barrels per day will be for export. 


Shaykh Yamani is optimistic concerning the situation of the oil market. He 
expects the situation to improve starting this year, and expects this 
improvement to reach its peak during 1987 when supply and demand will be 
equal. On the basis of this, there is no fear that Saudi Arabia will encoun- 
ter any difficulties in marketing its oil and petroleum products in either 
the distant or not-so-distant future. 











Furthermore, this development [of the refining industry] by the Arabs is 
something which has been very well studied and planned, and it will not be 
encountering amy resistance on the part of the refineries in the rest of the 
world. The reason for this is that the oil companies which will be marketing 
the products are companies which have a lion's share of the world market. 

In addition to this, the Petromin world distribution networks apparently will 
be ready for operation in the near future. However it is the three factors 
mentioned above by Shaykh Yamani which will turn the tide in favor of Saudi 


Arabia. 


9468 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


STATUS OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD PPODUCTION IN ARAB WORLD EXAMINED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 194, 29 Oct- 4 Nov 83 pp 45-48 


[Article: "Report Issued by the Arab League: This Is the Current Situation 
and the Future of Agriculture and Food Production in the Arab World"] 


[Text] During the latter part of September of this year, the Technical 
Committee which deals with the programs of the Council of the Arab Organiza- 
tion for Agricultural Development [AOAS] held a meeting in Khartoum which 
was attended by representatives of the ministries of agriculture in the Arab 
nations. This meeting was held in preparation for the session to be held by 
the AOAD Council in Khartoum on 24 December of this year. 


During the meeting the Technical Committee studied the programs of action 
submitted by the Arab member states of the AOAD Council which dealt with 
their plan of action for next year, and later on this plan of action will be 
submitted to the AOAD Council. 


The AOAD plan of action includes the building of a permanent headquarters 
for the organization in Khartoum, the appointment of a secretary general for 
the AOAD, the holding of training courses and scientific symposiums, and 
increasing programs of agricultural cooperation between the Arab nations. 


AL-MAJALLAH is publishing below the agricultural report prepared by the 
Economic Secretariat General of the Arab League. Its text is as follows: 


The total area under crop cultivation in the Arab world remained unchanged 

as of last year. That is, it is still 35.35 million hectares. The area under 
wheat cultivation decreased 3 percent, that is, it decreased by 230,000 
hectares. Most of the area under crop cultivation relies on rainfed agri- 
culture (73 percent), and consequently agricultural production continues to 

be subject to ups and downs as a result of the fact that rainfall is 
different in different seasons in terms of amount and distribution. For this 
reason, grain crop production was 6 percent less last year than it was in 
1981, and was 11 percent less than it was in 1980. 


Grain crop production in Morocco in 1981 experienced a very large decrease 
(2.3 million tons). But Morocco then reached its averas;e level of production 
once again. Nevertheless, production greatly decreased in some important 














Arab agricultural nations such as Algeria, Iraq, Syria, and Sudan. The 
tremendous effect of these seasonal ups and downs becomes clear if we realize 
that the average grain crop in the Arab world, not counting Egypt, was 
between 600 and 900 kilograms per hectare during the last 8 years. This 
means that there was a variation of 50 percent between one season and another. 
Egypt was not included in these statistics because its agriculture relies 
totally on irrigation and its crops are stable ones. With the exception of 
grain crops, all types of agricultural crop and animal production increased 


in 1982. 
Development of the Agricultural and Food Production Situation 


During the period 1975-82 agricultural production experienced an average real 
increase of 2.5 percent per year, and during the period 1970-79 this annual 
increase was 2 percent. On the other hand, the increase in demand for 
agricultural products during this same period of time went up from 4.6 percent 
in the seventies to 6 percent per year. As a result of the difference between 
the increase in production and demand, net imports (imports minus exports) 
increased an average of 20 percent per year. 


The value of agricultural imports went up from $6.6 billion in 1974 to $21.2 
billion in 1981. If one adds the value of fish imports, imports of lumber 
products, and imports related to agricultural production (because it is 
necessary to have them in order to engage in agricultural production), the 
situation becomes that which is shown below (See Table 1). 


It should be remarked that there was an average annual increase of 27 percent 
in the agricultural imports of the following Arab oil-producing nations--Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, and Libya. Saudi Arabia had the higher figure 
for an individual country among these nations (37 percent). This is a 
phenomenon which was expected in these nations in view of the fact that their 
agricultural resources are limited and in view of the large increase both in 
their incomes and in their populations. But one phenomenon which was not 
expected was the great increase in agriculture imports on the part of the 
principal agricultural nations in the Arab world. The average increase in 
these imports was 14 percent for the following nations--Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, 
Morocco, Sudan, and Syria. 


The ratio of agricultural imports to commodity exports of the Arab world as a 
whole was 8 percent in 1974 and 9.5 percent in 1981. This ratio is generally 
low because of the volume of oil exports of a number of the Arab nations. 
However, these imports have come to represent a steadily-increasing burden 

on the balance of payments of a number of the non-oil-producing Arab nations. 
In this regard, the statistics in 1981 were 99 percent for Egypt, more than 
100 percent for the YAR and Djibouti, and between 54 aad 90 percent for 
Jordan, Morocco, Somalia, Sudan, and Lebanon. 


In 1981 Arab agricultural imports increased an average of 9.2 percent in 
relation to the total value of agricultural exports. As far as some individ- 
ual items are concerned, the increases in imports were 19 percent for wheat, 
16 percent for rice, 28 percent for barley, 16 percent for sugar, 11 percent 




















for meat, 14 percent for live cattle, and 24 percent for eggs. The increase 
was greatest in the case of imports of live sheep--86 percent. Total Arab 
agricultural exports, on the other hand, achieved only modest increases--no 
more than 1.4 percent per year. 





Table 1. Cost of Imports of Agricultural, Fish, Lumber Products, and 
Agricultural Production Related Items (in millions of dollars) 














i974 1981S. opeme* 

aeemmnes — Increase 
Agricultural products 6,575 21,245 18.24% 
Fish and Lumber products 7,170 23,280 19.16% 
Related Items [agricultural] i 
production® 7,565 24,460 18.25% 
Total 21,310 68,985 18.27% 





*Chemical fertilizers, agricultural machines and equipment, and pesticides. | 





Because of the great difference between the increase in imports and the 
increase in exports, the ratio of exports to imports went down from 43 percent 
in 1974 to 15 percent in 1981. At the beginning of the seventies this ratio 
was 81 percent. 


According to 1981 statistics, two-thirds of the agricultural exports were 
accounted for by five of the Arab nations--Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Syria, and 
Tunisia. Agricultural exports fromthese nations decreased at a rate of l.l 
percent per year, and these exports constitute a high percentage of their 
total commodity exports. Furthermore, agricultural imports [by these coun- 
tries] greatly increased. This latter phenomenon is a cause for concern 
because the Arab world is primarily hoping that these nations will enable it 
to achieve self-sufficiency in food and to produce the large surpluses of 
food required if the Arab world is to achieve a secure food supply. 


It should be pointed out that Arab agricultural exports noticeably decreased, 
especially in the case of cotton, fruits, vegetables, oil-bearing seeds, and 
vegetable oils--and these are among the most important Arab exports. The 
only increases were the exports of millet (from Sudan) and live animals 
(from Somalia and Sudan). 


There was an increase of only 200,000 hectares in the total area under 
cultivation (from an average of 35.5 million hectares during the period 
1975-79 to an average of 35.7 million hectares during the period 1980-82). 
That is, there was an average increase of 0.1 percent per year. The reasons 








for this situation were the fact that there was no change in the total area 
cultivated with grain crops and oil-bearing crops (80 percent of the total), 
there was a decrease of 1.8 percent per year in the total area cultivated 
with leguminous crops, and there was an increase of between 2 and 4 percent 
per year in the total area cultivated with sugar crops, tuberous crops, 
vegetables, and fruits. About 26 percent of the total aren under cultivation 
used irrigation. Grain crop production increased an average of 2 percent per 
year, and this was due to an improvement in the crop because the total area 
under cultivation with grain crops remained unchanged. 


The following are some of the basic facts as far as production of the principal 
grain crops is concerned: 


Rice 


Egypt continued to occupy first place in rice production, although its share 
of the total rice production of the Arab world decreased from 95 percent in 
1975 to 88 percent in 1982 because of the increase in rice production by Iraq. 
During this period of time Iraq's share of the total rice production increased 
from 2 percent to 10 percent. The rice crop in the Arab world is highly 
productive because irrigation is used. Its production is one of the highest 
in the world (especially in Egypt), and it is nearly as high as that of the 
U.S. and Japan (5,100 kilograms per hectare for rice production in the Arab 
world as opposed to 5,500 kilograms per hectare for rice production in the 
U.S.). Because of the relative dec:-ease in production as compared with the 
increase in demand (3.2 percent), imports of rice increased about 13 percent 
per year and the degree of self-sufficiency in rice decreased from 81 to 65 
percent. 


Corn 


There was an improvement in corn production in the Arab world because of an 
improvement in the productivity of this crop, and this was due to increasing 
interest in it during recent years, especially in Egypt (where 82 percent of 
the 1982 crop was produced) and Iraq. Corn productivity in the Arab world 

is considered to be good in comparison with the world average (which is only 
77 percent of that of the Arab world). Corn productivity in Egypt, which is 
4,290 kilograms per hectare, is 27 percent higher than the world average, 
which is only 3,370 kilograms per hectare. However, this rate of productivity 
is low in comparison with that of some other countries, especially that of the 
U.S. where it is about 7 tons per hectare. 


Demand for corn in the Arab world has been greatly increased--at a rate of 

9 percent per year. This has led to a great increase in corn imports, with 
the average annual increase in these imports being more than 29 percent. 
Because of this, self-sufficiency in terms of corn has gone down from 85 
percent to only 51 percent. The reason for this rapid increase in demand for 
corn was the poultry enterprises which utilize corn as their main type of 
fodder. 








Barley 


In spite of the relative improvement in barley production (3.5 percent per 
year), productivity of this crop is still low. Furthermore, the barley crop 
is not a secure one in the Arab world because most of the barley cultivated 
in the Arab world depends on rainfall and is planted in marginal areas where 
rain cannot be counted on. 


This is what explains the great oscillation which we have seen in barley 
production during the last 8 years. During this period of time, barley 
production varied between 530 kilograms per hectare to nearly 1,000 kilograms 
per hectare. Barley crop productivity in the Arab world is considered to be 
quite low in comparison with the world average, which is 1,990 kilograms per 
hectare. In other words, barley productivity in the Arab world is only 40 
percent of the world average. Furthermore, it is only 17 percent of the 
highest barley productivity rate in the world (which is that of Holland-- 
4,700 kilograms per hectare). Demand for barley increased 8.7 percent per 
year because it is being used more and more to feed cattle from which meat 
and dairy products are produced. This led to a very high increase in barley 
imports--41 percent per year. 


Millet and Pearl Millet [Dukhn] 


There was some improvement in the production of millet (2.6 percent per year), 
whereas the production of pearl millet decreased by about the same percentage. 
In spite of the large total area cultivated with these two crops (about 6 
million hectares, or 27 percent of the total area under cultivation with 
grain crops), productivity of these two crops is still very low, especially 
the crops which depend on rainfall. Except in the case of Egypt, where pearl 
millet is cultivated with the utilization of irrigation, pearl millet pro- 
ductivity in the nations of the Arab world is only 350 kilograms per hectare 
(60 percent of the world average). Also, crop productivity of millet is 

only 500 kilograms per hectare, or 35 percent of the world average. 


Because of the low demand for these two crops, millet is one of the grain 
crops whose production always exceeds local consumption. In 1981 the degree 
of self-sufficiency in this crop was 108 percent. 


0il-Bearing Crops 


Oil-bearing crops, after grain crops, occupy second place in terms of total 
area under cultivation. In 1982 oil-bearing crops were planted on 17 percent 
of the total area utilized for agriculture. A great many crops are included 
in this category, and the most important of them in the Arab world (in terms 
of total area cultivated) are olives, peanuts, sesame, and cottonseeds. 
Although soybeans are still grown on a limited scale, cultivation of this 
crop began to increase at rapid rates during recent years. There are many 
types of oil-bearing crops and they are cultivated in many different environ- 
ments in the Arab world, but most of them are crops which depend on rainfall 
and are cultivated according to traditional agricultural practices (such as 
the cultivation of peanuts and sesame in Sudan). For this reason, these 
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crops as a group did not achieve any increase worth mentioning during the 
last 8 years ‘0.6 percent per year). Some of them achieved very modest 
increases, whereas production in the case of others decreased. 


Since the principal product of these crops is edible oils, a comparison was 
drawn up of production and imports on the basis of what the crops provided in 
terms of oils. It turned out that the degree of self-sufficiency of edible 
oils, during the past 8 years, decreased from 60 percent to 38 percent. This 
was due to a decrease in production of 1.3 percent per year and an increase 
in demand of 5.3 percent per year. This was something which led tu a great 
increase in imports--12 percent per year. 


Fruits and Vegetables 


Production of fruits and vegetables in the Arab world has enabled it to be 
nearly self-sufficient in these crops, although this percentage of self- 
sufficiency, during the period of time taken into consideration, decreased 
from 104 percent to 95 percent. The increase in demand for fruits and 
vegetables was slightly higher ‘4.1 percent per year) than the average 
overall increase [in production of fruits and vegetables], which was 2.7 
percent per year. 


Legumes 


This category includes a great many crops, the most important of which are 
beans [ful], broad beans [baqila'], chickpeas, lentils, Indian peas, and 
oats [hurtuman]. Since the cultivation of these crops is done in areas 
where farming depends on rainfall and since there was a decline in the pro- 
ductivity of these crops and a decrease in the total area where they are 
planted, the result was a decrease of 3.5 percent in these crops. 


Sugar Crops 


There was an increase in the totai area cultivated with sugar cane and sugar 
beets. However, the productivity of these crops decreased somewhat [because 
of problems relating to the soil and the level of the ground water in Egypt). 
Nevertheless, there was an average production increase of 4 percent per year. 
But, at the same time, there was an increase of 8 percent per year in the 
demand for sugar. This led to an annual increase of 9.5 percent in imports 
and resulted in a decrease in the degree of self-sufficiency in sugar from 
33 percent to 26 percent. 


Vegetable fiber crops, the most important of which is cotton, is the only 
commodity group about which one can say that production is greater than the 
requirement of local consumption. In spite of the relative decrease in net 
exports, the ratio of cotton fiber production to the local consumption 
requirement continues to be 140 percent. 


Tea, Coffee Beans, and Tobacco 


The Arab world produces a very small percentage of what is needed to meet 
the demand for these crops (12 percent), and this demand is continually 
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increasing. Imports of these commodities now represent a high percentage 
of the total value of agricultural imports (the figure was 9 percent in 1981), 
and this total value has gone over $2 billion. 


Animal Products 


Production of red meat increased 4 percent, and production of poultry meat 
went up 9 percent. However, total demand for meat increased at very high 
rates--nearly 10 percent per year. This resulted in a more than nine-fold 
increase in imports of meat. Meat imports increased at a rate higher than 
any other category of agricultural imports (36 percent per year), and the 
degree of self-sufficiency in meat in the Arab world went down [to] 72 per- 
cent [of what it was previously] (from 93 percent to 67 percent). 


Egg production increased at a higher rate than any of the other plant or 
animal production items (with the exception of poultry meat), and its rate 

of increase was 7 percent per year. However, demand for eggs increased 10 
percent per year. This fact resulted in a big increase in egg imports (28 
percent per year), and self-sufficiency in eggs decreased from 91 percent to 
76 percent. Production of dairy products increased only 2.3 percent per 
year, whereas the demand for dairy products increased 6.7 percent per year. 
This led to an increase of 14 percent per year in imports of dairy products, 
and the level of selt-sufficiency in dairy products decreased from 71 percent 
to 53 percent. 


Development of Investment in Agriculture 


In comparison with the first half of the seventies, the second half of that 
decade saw a tremendous increase in the total financial resources allotted 
for development as a whole in the Arab world. These resources also increased 
during the first years of the eighties. The share of resources allotted for 
agricultural development plans increased at rates comparable to those of the 
increase of the total in resources, as one can see in Table 2. 





Table 2. Agricultural Investments in the Arab World 























, — 1970-75 1976-80 1981-85 Ratio of: 
— Phase I Phase II Phase III Itoll 11 tolllI 
Total investments 56 284 685 510% 1, 220% 
Agricultural 8 26 86 325% —«-1, 1002 
investments 
Agricultural 
investments 14 4 13 
as percentage 
of total 


investments 
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This table shows us that the investments allotted for agricultural development 
during Phase II totalled more shan three times as much as the resources 
[allotted for agriculture] in Phase I. In Phase III the resources allotted 
for agriculture were already ten times as much as they were in Phase I, and 
they came to total 13 percent of all of the investments allotted for develop- 
ment. These figures might at first constitute a cause for optimism, but we 
soon find out that these investments are distributed only in a small number 

of nations, most of which have only limited agricultural potential. 


In order to become acquainted with the nature of this distribution, we must 
divide the Arab nations, which are Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Libya, Iraq, and Algeria (seven nations). 


2. The developing nations, which are Bahrain, Tunisia, Syria, Oman, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Jordan, and Morocco (eight nations). 


3. The lesser-developed nations, which are Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, 
Mauritania, the YAR, and the PDRY (six nations), 


If we use the number of inhabitants engaged in agriculture as a criterion 
for the relative importance of the agricultural sector among these nations, 
then we end up with the distribution which is seen in Table 3. 





Table 3. Agricultural Investments in the Three Groups of Arab Nations 















































Agricultural Persons 
Investments Working in Investments Per Person 
(1981-85) Agriculture Working in Agriculture 
(in millions As of 1985 (in dollars) 
of dollars) (millions) 
Oil-prosucing 60,500 20 3,275 
nations* 
Developing 17,250 40 430 
nations 
Lesser-developed 3,250 24 135 
nations 
Total 86,000 84 - 





*As quoted by the countries’ development plans, with the exception of one 
nation (among the oil-producing nations) whose resources allotted for 
agricultural development, as a percentage of its total resources, were 
estimated as being on a level similar to those of the previous phases. 
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Table 3 shows us that agricultural investments in the oil-producing nations 
during Phase III (1981-85) constitute more than three-fourths of the total 
in such investments in the Arab world, whereas the number of inhabitants in 
these nations who engage in agriculture comprise less than one-fourth of the 
total in the Arab world. Agricultural investments in the lesser-developed 
nations, which have 30 percent of the Arab world's inhabitants who engage 

in agriculture, comprise only about 4 percent of the total for the Arab 
world. The most important thing which Table 3 shows is that the share per 
capita of the agricultural investments in the oil-producing nations is 24 
times as much as the share per capita in the lesser-—developed nations and 8 
times as much as the share per capita in the developing nations. In one 

of the oil-producing nations the share per capita of these investments is as 
high as $1,700, whereas in one of the lesser-develcped nations the share 

per capita of these investments is only $70--and this latter nation in 
particular has the greatest unexploited agricultural potential in the Arab 
world. 


These comparisons indicate that the wealthy Arab nations have begun to be 
seriously concerned about developing their agricultural potential and their 
rural societies. This is an inalienable part of economic and social 
development as well as the efforts to provide the Arab world with a secure 
food supply. But the achievement of such a secure food supply, or any 
acceptable level thereof, will remain something that cannot be attained 
unless there is a far greater level of inter-Arab cooperation than there has 
been so far. 


This opinion is based on a material fact, which is that of the extremely 
unequal distribution among the various Arab nations of the resources necessary 
for agricultural development. This fact simply means that (with the exception 
of a small number of Arab nations) it will not be possible for most of the 
Arab nations--either the rich nations or the poor ones--to achieve acceptable 
levels of self-sufficiency by only relying on their own resources. 


Effectively dealing with the great challenge represented by the issue of 
agriculture and food production in the Arab world means that it will be 
necessary to rely on a strategy which has the objective of achieving integra- 
tion of financial resources and agriculture in accordance with newly-created 
and flexible formulas which would guarantee joint and equal benefit to the 
parties cooperating in this field. This is a difficult task which, if it is 
to bring results, will require a long period of time--made necessary by the 
nature and peculiarities of agricultural development in the technical and 
social realms which it involves as well as its infrastructure, material, 

and organizational requirements. 


In concluding this article one should say that the agricultural and food 
production crisis in the Arab world will become worse in the foreseeable 
future unless there is an immediate and great improvement in the levels of 
cooperation among the Arabs over the levels of cooperation which currently 
exist among them. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH COMMUNIST PARTY'S APPROACH TO ‘ARMENIAN TERRORISM' 
Statement of Turkish Communist Party 

Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 17-19 Nov 83 

[17 Nov 83 p 4] 


[Text] [Editor's note} The official press organ of the Central Committee of 
the Turkish Communist Party [TCP], which is currently published in West Germany, 
carried in its August edition a lengthy article entitled "How can Armenian 
Terrorism be Prevented?". The author of the article, N. Gurel, reflects on the 
Armenian Question and presents his party's stance on the issue. 


We present, in installments, a translation of this lengthy article which is 
apparently "based" on ideological premises. We will talk about the article's 
fraudulent content after we publish the entire piece. However, for the moment, 
it is worth noting that Turkish communists accept the reality of the Armenian 
Genocide and do not hesitate to regard as "one of the darkest episodes" of 
Turkish history. 


Armenian terrorism escalated to new levels with the bloody attacks in Brussels, 
Paris and Lisbon last July. Remnants of the Dashnak [Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation] party meeting in Lausanne demanded the establishment of an "Armenian 
state." A new problem, the "problem of Armenian terrorism", has been added on 
the top of our people's scores of problems, which multiplied after the military 
seized power. What is this problem and how can it be solved? 


"Armenian terrorism" is a special form of terrorisn. Terrorism is a product of 
capitalism and in particular a product of the period of its demise. The 
spokesmen of the exploiting bourgeois class superficially criticize and 
disapprove terrorism, but in reality they are the ones who exploit and incite 
it. Terrorism serves the capitalist class just as the accumulation of capital 
has been turned into a means of distributing the national income unevenly and 
serving the interests of the privileged. 


Like other anarchic terrorist movements disguised as the "left", "Armenian 
terrorism" is also seemingly based on legitimate causes, but in practice its 
course runs counter to the true interests and political goals of the working 
class and the progressive forces. 


"Armenian terrorism" tries to justify it. activities on the basis of the 
Armenian massacres of the past. 
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The massacre of more than one million Armenians living within the borders of the 
Ottuman Empire by the orders of the "Union and Progress" leaders in 1915 is 
truly one of the darkest episodes of our history. Hundreds of thousands of 
Armenians were forced to emigrate to the four corners of the world after being 
deported and uprooted from lands where they were born and raised. Armenians 
were also massacred previously during the rule of Abdul Hamid II. The Armenians 
always lived under Ottoman rule. The genocide of 1915 is one of the darkest 
pages of our history. Communists laud every positive, humanitarian and 
progressive episode of history, but they are also the first ones to deplore its 
dark pages. Even M. Kemal, who was present at the trial of "Union and Progress" 
leaders in 1919, deplored that genocide (SOVIET NEW TIMES, 4 December 1981). 
Also, in 1920, K. Karabekir underlined the need for the Armenians "to avoid a 
new massacre" ("Speeches and Reports", Vol. D, pp 318-319). 


Today, the generals of the "junta" have the audacity to disclaim the Armenian 
massacres which is supported not only with the existence of survivors, but with 
the posture of Ataturk, whom the generals claim they are following. Reactionary 
writers have been trying to justify the massacres. With that stance they not 
only admit that they are the heirs to the dark legacy of Envers and Talats, but 
they also fuel "Armenian terrorism." 


Reactionary Goal 


"Armenian terrorism" is linked with present realities rather than historical 
facts. The desire to avenge this terrible historic injustice drives terrorists 
to murder innocent people and to kill themselves without hesitation. But 
political acts are not consequences of feelings of revenge; they pursue real and 
concrete political goals and stem from our immediate class interests. The 
consciousness and activities of individuals are not governed by the past but by 
today's realities. 


It appears that the present goal of Armenian terrorist organizations is to set 
up an Armenian state. This is also the goal of several non-terrorist Armenian 
organizations in capitalist countries. These organizations demand the secession 
of former Armenian territories in eastern Turkey. Since no Armenians live on 
those lands today, it is obvious that this demand is nothing but wishful 
thinking. As long as there is a socialist Armenia--an Armenian homeland--the 
dream of Armenians in capitalist countries (who missed their opportunity to 
settle in socialist Armenia) to set up a capitalist Armenia will remain 
an anachronism. But these facts form only one facet of the issue, because all 
the Armenian organizations that have been pursuing the ideal of an "Armenian 
state" are not only waging an inhuman, blind and bloody campaign with the 
pretext of recovering lands from Turkey, but they also plan to establish an 
"independent" state on those lands and the territory of Soviet Armenia. 


Those who have been spreading the fallacy that "the Soviet Union supports 
Armenian terrorism for the purpose of annexing Kars and Ardahan" conceal this 
vital point from our people. The "Secret Army" [ASALA], which wears a 
Marxist-Leninist mask like other similar anarchic organizations and which is 
promoted by the reactionary propaganda machine as a "Soviet sympathizer" and a 
"collaborator with the Turkish left", defines its goal in official documents as 
follows: "To form a greater Armenian state on Armenian lands to be liberated 
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from Turkey and remaining Armenian territories." The "remaining Armenian 
territories" is Soviet Armenia. The allegation by the "Secret Army" that it 
wants to set up a socialist state cannot conceal its true motive. which is. to 
violate the territorial integrity of the Soviet Union, similar to the goals of 
organizations spawned by the ARF. 


At present, all those who want "to set up an Armenian state" are arrayed against 
the territorial integrity of both Turkey and the Soviet Union. It is clear that 
such a reactionary and anti-Soviet motive can only serve the interests of 
imperialism and can enjoy its support alone. 


"Armenian terrorism" and this motive lead to the concealment and the 
misinterpretation of the following facts: 


1) The Armenians first rebelled against Ottoman religious fanaticism and then 
against Czarist Russia. Later they collaborated with the communists’ to 
overthrow the Dashnak party which wanted to sell themselves to the imperialists. 
The Armenians are a nation which has freely charted the course of its future, 
which has joined the Soviet Union voluntarily, which has established its 
socialist form of government through unselfish work, which has fought against 
Hitler's racism and which has produced a glorious history. 


Today, Armenia, one of the republics of the Soviet Union, is a prosperous 
country which is highly advanced in industry, science, the arts and technology. 
The Armenians of the Soviet Union are an inseparable part of the Soviet people 
which is one of the freest societies in the world. 


2) Today, those Armenians who live in countries which have endorsed the 
capitalist system are subject to pressures as a nation. The Armenian working 
class is particularly oppressed. Meanwhile, in Lebanon hundreds of thousands of 
Armenians are forced to live under Zionist occupation. 


[18 Nov 83 p 4] 
[Text] The Old Trick 


The border between Soviet Armenia and Turkey was set by the Treaty of Kars 
Signed in 1921. From that date on, the Soviet Union has never disputed that 
border and has never claimed rights over any of the former Armenian territories. 
Those who charge that the Soviet Union "demanded Kars and Ardahan" in 1947 
cannot substantiate their allegations with any certified documents. On _ the 
contrary, our people have considered this border their most secure border for 
the past 62 years. The Soviet Union has always tried to keep this border as a 
border of friendship and good-neighborliness. The unchanging policies of 
imperialism have attempted to create dissent on this border. 


In order to undermine our struggle for independence, they conspired to break the 
dialog between communists and Turks by placing the peoples of the Caucasus 
between them. They approved the independence of Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia 
and thus whetted their appetite. In 1947, during the days of the war of nerves 
when U.S. imperialism was trying to turn Turkey into a base against the Soviet 
Union, wealthy Armenians began distributing maps of Armenia which incorporated 
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Turkey's eastern provinces. MILLIYET wrote that "Armenians in the United States 
are demanding five of our provinces" (Fahid Armaoglu, "Political History 1789- 
1960"). Today, when U.S. imperialism has declared a "crusade" against socialist 
countries and against all progressive forces, the "Armenian question” has once 
again emerged in a bloody way. 


The historical record shows that the desire "to have an independent Armenia" 
gains strength at times when assaults against socialism and the Soviet Union are 
intensified. Each time, these anti-Soviet attacks by the imperialists is also 
directed against the national interests of our people. Ail these happen because 
imperialism considers Turkey as a forward attack base against the Soviet Union. 


Imperialist designs collapsed in 1920-1921 when Ataturk accepted the hand of 
friendship extended by the Soviet government. However, after 1947 we suffered 
great losses in the area of national independence as a result of the Turkish 
bourgeoisie's eagerness to join the anti-Soviet propaganda campaign with the 
fable of Kars and Ardahan and Turkey's entry in NATO, CENTO and the Treaty of 
Baghdad. The anti-Soviet campaign that has intensified since 12 September is 
edging our country closer to nuclear war and destruction. Imperialism succeeded 
in exploiting the "Armenian Question" mainly because Turkish governments 
departed from the policy of peace and friendship with the Soviet Union--a policy 
founded by Ataturk. 


It is not coincidental that "Armenian terrorism" is escalating today in 
particular. The intensification of the anti-imperialist struggle in the Middle 
East and the armed resistance of the Palestinian people have undoubtedly had an 
effect on Armenian youth who live in that region. But when imperialism and the 
remnants of the Dashnak party turned these influences into feelings of 
historical vengeance, the Armenian youth fell into the trap of terrorism. While 
it is true that the state of crisis in capitalist countries and the prolonged 
crisis in Lebanon have played a role in driving the Armenian youth toward 
desperate acts, it is also a fact that the dream of an "Armenian state” has 
remained alive in the depths of the souls of successive generations of the 
Armenian people which was forced to migrate to various countries around the 
world by the Ottoman government 70 years ago. 


However, would this dream be revived 70 years later in this manner if the United 
States did not pursue the goal of bringing the Soviet Union to its knees through 
the use of military force, reversing the course of history, imposing an order in 
the Middle East favorable to its own interest and steadily increasing its 
support for Zionism? Would Armenian terrorist organizations be able to act as 
comfortably as they do if they were not supported by organizations like the CIA 
in NATO countries? Could the remnants of the Dashnak party even contemplate 
holding a meeting in Lausanne if they were not assisted by capitalist circles? 


In its English-language broadcast on 23 July 1983, the Voice of America said 
after reiterating its anti-Soviet falsifications concerning Armenian terrorism: 
"The Armenians of the Soviet Union are unhappy with their regime. Why do 
Armenian-Americans remain silent? Why do they not endorse the idea of an 
independent Armenia which will incorporate lands held by Turkey and the 
territory of Soviet Armenia?" 
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[19 Nov 83 p 4] 


[Text] The Activities of "Armenian Terrorism" 


Al) this is driven forward *; imperialist and reactionary propagand ch 
people's national feelings and dislike of terrorism are pinaatiaa o help 
realize the conspiracies of the United States. It is no coincidence that 
Armenian terrorism has intensified in parallel with the increased importance 
given to Turkey within the framework of the "new" U.S. political l 
posture adopted by the Reagan administration. 


The leaders of the United States want to strengthen the assault force based in 
Turkey's eastern region and directed against the Soviet Union. Falsifications 
to the effect that the "Soviet Union has ambitions over eastern Anatolia" that 


’ 
the Soviet Union "supports the 'Secret Army'" or that "there is an imbalance of 
forces in eastern Turkey" are frequently heard. The leaders o e Uni 
States want to show Cyprus, Greece and the PLO as "supporters 
terrorists" in order to break ties between them and Turkey. Thus 
created in Turkey's relations with its neighbors. The treaties of s 
Signed with the United States are continuously praised, and the ager 
assigned to Turkey is thus justified. 


a 


The environment of terror that existed before 12 September was deliber 
exaggerated so that it could be used as a pretext for the military coup. 
Similarly, today "Armenian terrorism" is being exaggerated using a 
methods in order to give an even more fascist character to the regime. In orde 
to strengthen its grip on the government, the military regime is persi tl 
holding on to the "Armenian calamity." For the United States, "Armenia 
terrorism" is a weapon that can be used against all Turkish leaders d t 
take a course that runs counter to U.S. interests. Today, the military regime 
is trying to eliminate all those elements who want peace, democracy and who 
support the national rights of the Kurdish people by charging that they are 
collaborating with the "enemy." The nationalist atmosphere that has been 
created is being used to mislead the masses. By trying to prove the existence 
of a supposed link between Armenian terrorists and the Kurdish national movement 
the military regime is trying to justify the oppression of the Kurdish people 
and to indoctrinate the Turkish working class. 


"Armenian terrorism" is being used as a tool to prevent Turkey fro 
a peaceful coexistence with its neighbors, to create border disputes and to give 
ni , 


an official status to racism in the country. Today, "Armenian terrorism" is a 

tool in the hands of the collaborationist military regime which wants to create 

the psychological atmosphere that is essential to push Turks into war for the 

interests of the United States. 

The Correct Attitude 

The TCP has endorsed a patriotic and internationalist stance with respect to t 

"Armenian Question.” The TCP condemns the Armenian massacres that hav : 
ying persecution of Armenians livi i 


place in the past, protests the intensif 
Turkey and opposes the nat ] 


~~ 
~ » 
4 AA ~ ‘ sip 
t ~ = 
. 
~ 


> > y ~ ee7 - 
sm that is aimed at  sowin; 








between the Turkish and Armenian peoples. The TCP supports the efforts of 
Armenians living in imperialist countries to attain equitable national rights. 
The TCP opposes any attack directed against [Soviet] Armenia, which is the 
largest gathering place for the Armenian nation and which enables the Armenian 
people to communicate with all Soviet workers who share the successes of the 
Armenian working class. The TCP regards the goal of a new "Armenian state" a 
reactionary dream and wages an ideological and diplomatic campaign against 
Armenian terrorism. 


The seeming antagonism of the Armenian terrorists against the Turkish military 
regime must not prevent Turkey's leftist forces--which are also fighting against 
the same regime--from taking certain stances based on principles on this issue. 
The united patriotic forces must realize that what is happening is not a problem 
between Turkey and Armenians, but a tool whereby Turkey wants to associate 
itself with American "adventurism." Here it must be noted that the military 
regime knowingly participates in this game. We must oppose national fanaticism 
and we must not be lured into enmity against the Armenians. 


"Armenian terrorism" can only be prevented by the cooperation of patriotic, 
peace-loving and democratic forces. It can only be stopped if the U.S. 
interests and the anti-peace motive concealed behind it are explicitly revealed. 
The real culprits then can no longer continue playing this game. 


U.S. imperialism has begun reviving the "Armenian Question" in order to upset 
Turkish-Soviet relations. Lessons must be learned from history. If Turkey 
agrees in principle to live in peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union and to 
make the border between the two countries a border of friendship and 
cooperation, Washington's conspiracies will fail. U.S. imperialism and the 
Turkish military regime are using the "Armenian Question" against socialism, 
peace and the people with increasing recklessness. All this can be ended only 
when all peace-loving and democratic forces fight for peace and friendship with 
the Soviet Union. 


Statement Blasted as 'New Invention' 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Nov 83 p4 


[Text ] The Turkish mind which has sidestepped every human principle attemptst 
to play the game of scientific Marxism on the top of its numerous political and 
"moral" inventions and distorts the legitimate reality of the Armenian Question 
from that perspective. With Marxist orthodoxy, the Turkish communist mind tries 
to fit the principles of propaganda and doctrinaire ideology to _ the 
interpretation of Armenian demands, with the obvious intention of distorting 
them. 


The Turkish communist columnist who writes with pretensions of scientific 
analysis is not at all inclined to remain faithful to scientific or moral 
principles in expressing his party's stance on the Armenian Question. His 
article is attempt to enrich the bottomless Turkish storehouse of distortions 
and he fully deserves to take his place among the Turkish masters of 
fraudulence. 


The leftist Turk comes tc prove that no matter what political or ideological 
current the Turk belongs to he remains the same Turk who cannot deviate ever so 
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slightly from his racist persuasion even if he tries to come forth before the 
world with calls for equality and fraternity. Let the Armenian achieve equal 
rights with the native citizens of the countries he lives in in the diaspora-- 
ind of course let him be assimilated--but never with the Turk because Turkey's 
racist mobocracy cannot tolerate the presence of other nationalities in its 
supposed homeland. 


This is only one aspect of the issue. ' The Turkish communist naively believes 
that the Armenian worker will gladly embrace the views he expresses because they 
unmask the reactionary forces and motives that stand behind Armenian terrorism. 
The Turkish communist also thinks that the Armenian worker will happily endorse 
the TCP's stance which acknowledges the reality of the Armenian genocide and 
condemns Turkey's present rulers for refuting this fact. Despite these 
acknowledgements, however, the Armenian worker will only feel repugnance because 
an Armenian Question does not exist for the Turkish communists. For them, the 


Armenian Questie= is not an issue of genocide and seized territories but a 
product of the session of ulterior motives of imperialist designs. 
The Turkis M@munists--pernaps because they are communists--view issues within 


the framewors of class struggle, progressivism, reactionarism and several other 
currents not to prove that the Armenian people is the victim of Turkish 
reactionarism but in order to show that the Armenian Question is the cause of 
the strengthening of Turkisn fascism, the violation of the legitimate rights of 
the Kurdish people and the deterioration of relations between Turks and 
communists...because Western imperialism is waging war against socialist 
countries on this front too. 


That is another invention that befits the Turk. 


After international terrorism, zionism and smuggling now we have the invention 
of Western imperialism (President Reagan's ears must be ringing). 


Apparently, the Turkish communists are not familiar with the Turkish reality. 
Either they must feel compelled by their ideological commitments, or Turkish 
racism must be so strongly rooted in them that they do not want to admit that 
the only guarantee of Turkey's existence and survival is international 
imperialism (Western and communist). Turkey benefits from their direct and 
conflicting interests, is always saved from certain collapse and thus continues 
to violate the legitimate rights of many other nations. 


It is the specter of the Armenian dream--the restoration of its rights and 
justice--that is causing nightmares to the "multicolored" Turkish mind which 
forms a single front against the legitimate rights of the Armenian people and 
which reveals its true color--the dirty color of Abdul Hamids and Talats_ so 
peculiar to the Turk--in order to distort at any cost the legitimate and eternal 
existence of the Armenian Question. 


Neither racist nor ideological distortionary mental gymnastics will succeed in 
nullifying the Armenian Question and the armed struggle endorsed by the Armenian 
people to solve that question as long as Armenian lands--which recognize no 
owner other than the demanding Armenian nation--remain under occupation. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR ENHANCING 'ARMENIAN CAUSE! 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 16 Nov 83 pp 4,6 


[Text] [Editor's note] November 15 was declared Armenian Cause Day by the 
ARF [Armenian Revolutionary Federation] Armenian Cause Committee of Western 
United States. During the day the committee extensively surveyed its activities 
and presented reports about work related to the Armenian Cause around the world, 
in the United States and in the Western [United States] region. In other words, 
the day was a time of reckoning for the Armenian Cause Committee. 


On the eve of the Armenian Cause Day, the committee issued a communique which in 
essence is an outline for the work that is essential for propaganda for the 
Armenian Cause. Although the committee has prepared this outline on the basis 
of conditions peculiar to the United States, all communities of the Armenian 
diaspora can adopt this document in its general lines making the necessary 
modifications. 


Below we present the communique: 
What are the Targets of Propaganda Work? 


Propaganda work for the Armenian Cause is targeted at individuals and groups 
who can influence government decisions: 


a) Members of the government's executive branch, such as the President and 
officials involved in international policymaking. 


b) Members of the government's legislative branch, such as senators and 
congressmen who have the power to vote and to shape opinion on the government's 
foreign policy. 


c) Other officials who can pressure morally government circles involved in 
foreign policymaking. 


d) The media, that is television, radio and newspaper administrators, editors 
and correspondents who can influence public opinion. 


e) Political special interest organizations, such as the Human Rights 
Commission and the Minority Rights Commission, cooperation with which can make 
our views heard in wider circles. 
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f) Academic and student circles through which objective studies can be prepared 
about the Armenian Cause and the Armenian nation. 


What is Propaganda Work for the Armenian Cause? 


1. To monitor the U.S. media--television, radio, dailies, weeklies, magazines 
and journals--and to convey to the editors, correspondents and administrators 
the viewpoint of the Armenian nation about articles and programs on the Armenian 
Cause and the Armenian people through laudatory or critical letters and phone 
calls. 


To try to promote the rights of the Armenian nation and the Armenian Cause to 
the American public using such links with the media. 


2. To raise the issue of Armenian rights and to promote the Armenian Cause 
frequently among senators, congressmen, state officials and local governments 
through correspondence and personal contacts. 


3. To participate in American election campaigns and to contribute to 
candidates who support the Armenian Cause. 


4. To penetrate and to participate in groups which influence important 
political decisions. 


5. To win the sympathy and cooperation of leading political figures for the 
Armenian Cause. 


6. To document, to prepare supporting material and to publish brochures on 
subjects related to the Armenian Cause and the Genocide. 


7. To make the commemoration of 24 April heard on an international scale. 

8. To utilize and to participate in all activities, such as county fairs, 
international exhibitions and intercommunal functions, through which the 
Armenian community and culture and the Armenian Cause can be promoted to the 
Americans. 

9. To institute courses in Armenian language and Armenian history, to increase 
the number of Armenian instructors and to make available books and other 
instructional materials about Armenians in public schools and colleges through 
educational boards in cities with sizable Armenian populations. 


10. To develop relations with human rights commissions and minority rights 
groups with an eye toward promoting and advancing the Armenian Cause. 


What do we Need? 


The Armenian Cause Committee needs the following to conduct is propaganda work 
effectively: 


a) Qualified manpower. 


b) Extensive financial resources. 
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There are two approaches to procure the two essential items stated above: 
a) Voluntary public and financial assistance. 
b) Large paid staffs and income derived from economic investments. 


The Armenian Cause Committee feels equal need for both approaches and does not 
consider one method superior over the other. 


Permanent sources of income and a paid staff can give regularity to propaganda 
work for the Armenian Cause while voluntary contributions from the people can 
not only add a moral dimension to this work, but can also form the foundation of 
the economic investments and the paid staff. 


It is clear from the nature and essence of propaganda work for the Armenian 
Cause that some of the work must necessarily be carried on through offices and a 
significant portion of that work must be coordinated also through offices. 


No matter how spontaneous and widespread voluntary public work may be it cannot 
have too much of an effect on the course of events unless it is coordinated by 
the Armenian Cause Committee and its offices. 


Therefore, we believe that the contribution of each Armenian individual--whether 
it is in the form of financial assistance or voluntary work--can make _ the 
realization of additional propaganda work possible. 


We believe that no matter how trivial those contributions and the resulting 
additional work may be the accumulation of that extra trivial work and the sum 
total of the "trivial" efforts of Armenian individuals can push the Armenian 
Cause forward. 


An extra letter, an extra foreign friend and an extra favorable posture can be 
made possible by the voluntary assistance and contribution of one extra Armenian 
individual. 


Every day, there is an increasing number of Armenian individuals who offer their 


voluntary contribution for the realization of work related to the Armenian 
Cause. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


MEMBERS OF TEHRAN MEDICAL SEMINAR VISIT ARMENIAN PRELACY 
Tehran ALIK in Armenian 27 Nov 83 p 1 


[Text] The International Medical Seminar, which was inaugurated by an opening 
speech by the President of the Islamic Republic, Hojatoleslam Ali Khamenei, on 
20 November, ended its scientific sessions on Thursday with the endorsement of a 
13-point resolution. 


The seminar was held in Tehran's "Esteghlal" hotel from November 20 through 27 
at the invitation of President Khamenei and was attended by 3,500 Iranian and 
foreign physicians, researchers and academicians as well as the health ministers 
of various countries, their assistants and leading figures from international 
organizations. 


The agenda of the seminar included the following items: a) Physical and moral 
damage caused by the war; b) The beneficial results of the Islamic revolution in 
reducing public ills; and c) The examination of the health and medical problems 
of the underdeveloped countries. 


The seminar was attended by specialists and researchers from 65 countries. 


During the final session of the seminar on Thursday morning, Hojatoleslam 
(Karubi), the Imam's representative and the Director of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Martyrs' Institution, addressed the participants. 


The seminar's closing ceremonies on Thursday afternoon were attended by 
Hojatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the speaker of the Islamic Majlis, the 
ministers of foreign affairs and health, spiritual leaders, other government 
officials and representatives of the International Red Cross. 


During the ceremonies, Dr (Modares), one of the seminar's chairmen, said in a 
speech about the convening and format of the medical seminar that he hoped that 
this seminar will set a good precedent for holding similar other meetings in the 
future. 


This was followed by a speech by Hojatoleslam Rafsanjani who thanked the Iranian 
and foreign participants and lauded the work of the organizers of the seminar. 
He said that scientific research was the primary goal of the seminar--during 
which more than 500 scientific and research papers were presented--and that such 
meetings are valuable and useful for the future of the people and mankind. 
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It must be noted that some of the participants in the seminar visited various 
sections of Evin prison and talked with the prisoners. 


Reports about the scientific papers presented at the seminar can be found in 
other articles in this issue. 


Christian Doctors Visit Armenian Prelacy 


About 20 of the Christian physicians attending the medical seminar in Tehran 
visited the Armenian National Prelacy on 25 November. 


The guests were received in the reception hall of the Prelacy by His Beautitude 
Archbishop Ardak Manukian, the Prelate of the Armenian Divcese of Tehran; His 
Beautitude Bishop Gorun Babian, the Prelate of the Armenian Diocese of Iran and 
India; members of the Armenian Diocese Council of Tehran; and members of the 
Armenian Physicians' Association. 


The visiting physicians talked and exchanged views with their hosts for about an 
hour and were served tea and cookies. 


Later the physicians visited the Armenian Martyrs Memorial erected in the 
Prelacy yard and the Holy Father told them about the memorial and the 1.5 
million Armenian martyrs. 


The visitors were then led to St Sarkis Church where a brief religious ceremony 
was held under the Holy Father's leadership. 


After the ceremony the guests visited the Ararat athletic center, and after 
lunch they were shown various parts of the center. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT AGRICULTURAL REPORTS QUESTIONED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 29 Aug 83 p 2 


[Article by Mahmud Fawzi: "Warning Against the Consequence of Senseless 
Statements; Production Decline in Many Agricultural Yields."] 


[Text] Announcements of increases in agricultural production are made from 
time to time by government officials. These estimates are given in cash 

value, and AL-AHRAR objects to this method, indicating that the increase 

in agricultural production must be estimated quantitatively and not in monetary 
terms, because the continuous rise in prices makes this method of assessment 
from year to year unrealistic. 


Estimation of agricultural production must be made in terms of attained 
objectives, and not means, because no matter how successful the means may 
be, in reality they are useless when they do not lead to the realization of 
the objectives. 


To be practical, an evaluation must reflect the reality of declining production 
in agricultural yields, whether on the level of some governorates or on the 
level of the Republic. 


For example, there was a decline in wheat production in 1982 from that of 
1981 in many of the governorates in spite of the discovery of new varieties 
which had been widely advertised. 


In the governorate of al-Qalyubiyah, the average wheat production in 1981 
was 14.80 ardabbs a feddan, which dropped in 1982 to 14.45, a difference of 
about 3.5, a loss of about 3,000 ardabbs of wheat of which there was dire 
need. 


In al-Sharqiyah governorate in 1982, production of wheat dropped from 1981 
levels by about .13 ardabb a feddan, whereas average wheat production in the 
governorate in 1981 which was 13.06, dropped to 12.93 in 1982, resulting in 
a loss of 30,773 ardabbs. 


In the governorate of Kafr al-Shaykh, the average wheat production in 1981 
was 14.04 ardabbs a feddan, dropping to 13.75 in 1982, a loss of about 23,000 
ardabbs. 





In Bani Suwayf, the average production of wheat in 1971 was 13.06 ardabbs 
a feddan, dropping in 1982 to 12.6, a drop of .46 resulting in a loss in 
yield of 30,000 ardabbs. 


The average wheat production in Sawhaj in 1981 was 16.79 ardabbs a feddan, 
dropping to 15.35, or a loss of about 1.44 in 1982, that is about 1.5, costing 
the state 62,000 ardabbs. 


In the district of Qina, 1982, wheat production dropped from that of 1981 by 
about .21 ardabb a feddan, and in Isma‘iliyah it dropped about .25 in 1982 
from levels of the previous year. 


In Suez, the average wheat production in 1982 was about half an ardabb a 
feddan less than it was in 1981. In all of the governorates of Upper Egypt 
the average wheat production dropped in 1982 from 1981 levels by .33 ardabb 
a feddan, constituting a national loss of 41,000 ardabbs in 1982. 


Official reports of the Ministry of Agriculture show that the average produc- 
tion of wheat in 1982 increased only .03 ardabb a feddan from 1981, which is 

a very small amount compared to that which was expected after repeated announce- 
ments of anticipated increases in yields by the minister of agriculture and 

the prime minister. 


With regard to the rice crop, and in spite of the considerable propaganda 
about the new varieties of high yield rice strains and about the planting of 
two crops in 1 year, the resulting average rice production in 1982 has 
increased only slightly, .4 tons a feddan, over 1981. It had been expected 
that the average would increase by .2 tons per feddan at the very least 
(figure as published]. 


There are many governorates in which rice production in 1982 dropped from 
that of 1981, contrary to what was expected, For example, in al-Minufliyah, 
the average production per feddan dropped from 2.773 tons in 1981 to 2.469 
tons in 1982. 


In al-Daqahliyah, the governorate which cultivates the most rice in Egypt, 
production in 1982 dropped from 1981 levels by about .034 ton a feddan, a 
loss of about 1 million kilos. 


In Kafr al-Shaykh, the average production per feddan dropped in 1982 by 

.011 ton a feddan from 1981 levels, and in Isma'iliyah, average rice production 
per feddan dropped .21 ton per feddan in 1982 from 1981 levels. These declines 
affected the ability of some governorates, al-Sharqiyah, al-Buhayrah and al- 
Gharbiyah, to increase rice production. 


The yield of peanuts, which are important for export, declined throughout the 
Republic, where the average production per feddan in 1981 was 11.99 ardabbs 

a feddan, dropping to 10.92 in 1982, a loss of about 29,000 ardabbs. In 
Isma'iliyah, foremost producer of peanuts, the yield dropped from 13.91 
ardabbs per feddan in 1981 to 11.70 in 1982. 
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In Al-Jizah, second in importance in the production of peanuts, the yield 
dropped from an average of 14.11 ardabbs per feddan in 1981 to 11.27 in 
1982, a slippage of 2.84, or loss of 13,000 ardabbs of peanuts in 1982. In 
the governorates of al-Buhayrah, Sawhaj, and al-Fayyum, the peanut yield 
also dropped in 1982 from that of 1981. 


Among yields which also dropped in 1982 from 1981 levels is soybean, impor- 
tant for its oil and as poultry feed. In 1982 the Republic's yield dropped 
by .042 ton a feddan from 1981. 


In the governorate of al-Fayyum, for example, soybean production fell to 
less than half 1981 levels in 1982: .75 ton a feddan in 1981, and .3 ton 
a feddan in 1982. 


In Asyut, which has a crop of 12,000 feddans soybean production dropped 
from 1.154 ton in 1981 to .886 ton a feddan in 1982, a loss of about 3,000 
tons of soybean of which there is dire need. 


The yield of yellow corn of which nearly .5 million feddans had been placed 
in 1982, did not exceed an average of 9.4 ardabbs a feddan, as per official 
computation, in spite of large propaganda for Jizah corn seeds 25, and 
hybrid varieties, the most important of which is the American seed, which was 
expected to reach 16 ardabbs a feddan. There are many governorates in which 
the 1982 production of yellow corn dropped from that of 1981. The average 
corn production in 1982 in the governorates dropped from 9.78 ardabbs a 
feddan in 1981 to 9.27 in 1982, or a drop of .5 leading to a loss of 62,000 
ardabbs in Lower Egypt. 


There are governorates in which production of yellow corn dropped in 1982 
from production levels in 1981, as in al-Gharbiyah, and in Kafr al-Shaykh, 
production of corn dropped from 8.1 ardabbs a feddan in 1981 to 7.7 in 1982, 
and the production also dropped in al-Minufiyah from 10.81 ardabb in 1981 
to 10.7 in 1982. 


In Asyut, yellow corn production dropped from 9.52 ardabbs a feddan in 1981 
to 9.2 in 1982. 


The production of sorghum, which is cultivated in upper Egypt in the approxi- 
mate amount of 17,000 feddans, dropped from 9.06 ardabbs a feddan in 1981 to 
8.89 in 1982. 


Concerning the yield of sorghum of which 366,000 feddans are cultivated, the 
yield has, on the whole, declined from 11.38 ardabbs a feddan in 1981 to 
11.23 in 1982. 


There are governorates in which the production of sorghum dropped substanti- 
ally. In Asyut, for example, where around 120,000 feddans are cultivated, 
the average production dropped from 12.12 ardabbs a feddan in 1981 to 11.49 
in 1982, a drop of 68,000. 
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There are very important yields as far as alimental security is concerned. 
Barley production, for example, upon which animal production depends, and of 
which around 110,000 feddans are cultivated, dropped from 9.44 ardabbs in 
1981 to 9.29 in 1982. 


In other governorates barley production dropped also in 1982 from 1981 levels 
by more than one ardabb a feddan. While the average barley production in 
1981 was 10.97 ardabbs a feddan, it was 9.85 in 1982, or a loss of about 
18,000 ardabbs. 


The average yield of chick peas in 1982 also dropped from 1918. In al-Buhayrah, 
for example, in which 3,330 feddans of chick peas were cultivated, production 
dropped from 3.09 per feddan, on average, in 1981, to 3 ardabbs only in 

1982. In al-Sharqiyah governorate, the yield of chick peas dropped from 

an average of 4.92 ardabbs a feddan in 1981, to 4.61 in 1982. 


In Qina, the average production of chick peas dropped from an average of 
4.37 ardabbs in 1981 to 4.03 in 1982. 


The Republic's yield of winter onion dropped on average from 8.332 tons in 
1981 to 8.128 tons a feddan, on average, in 1982. In Sawhaj, for example, 
the average production per feddan dropped from 11.977 tons in 1981 to 11.176 
tons in 1982, or an average of one ton less per feddan. 


Summer corn, the most important crop both for peasant farmers and the state, 

of which approximately 1.5 miliion feddans are cultivated annually (1,451,846), 
and the focus of great hope, was expected to yield 16-17 ardabbs a feddan at 
minimum, according to news releases. Nevertheless, the corn yield did not 
significantly increase in 1982 from 1981 levels, only .03 ardabb. Average 
production in Upper Eygpt, from Asyut to Aswan, dropped one-third ardabb a 
feddan, from an average 13.83 in 1981 to 13.5 in 1982, constituting a loss 

of 41,000 ardabbs in an area of 123,233 feddans of corn in 1982. 


There are governorates in which summer maize production dropped considerably 

in 1982. For example, in the governorate of Kafr al-Shaykh, the average 
production dropped from 14.04 in 1981 to 13.75 in 1982, about one-third ardabb, 
a loss of 27,000 ardabbs. 


In Bani Suwayf, average production dropped from 13.06 in 1981 to 12.6 in 1982, 
or .46 ardabb, a loss of about 30,000 ardabbs from production levels of the 
preceding year. 


Production of summer corn also dropped in the governorates of al-Sharqiyah, 
Isma‘iliyah and Suez. In al-Qalyubiyah the production dropped to one-third 
ardabb, a loss of about 29,000 ardabbs. 


AL-AHRAR asks who follows up production in the governorates and inspects 
those in which production declines. 


Does what is taking place conform to our obvious need to increase agricultural 
production? Are the declarations of those who are responsible consistent with 
these irrefutable facts? For how long are we going to continue the policy of 
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hiding the facts of agricultural production? Is there an established policy 

ot increasing production of every feddan, a lot, and a measure in every village, 
center, and governorate, to the maximum possible extent in accordance with 

our circumstances in order to reduce as much as we can the nutritional gap-- 
that ogre which devours our economy as well as everything else in Egypt? 


Hope is placed in Dr Yusuf Wali, the minister of agriculture, as he is an 
honest and daring man who can face these facts and bring to account every 
governorate, center, and village, one by one. 
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LIBYA 


LACK OF PLANNING EVIDENT IN HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEES 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 14 Nov 83 p 7 
[Article: "Clear Indications of Inadequacy"] 


[Text] The General People's Committee for Transportation and the General 
People's Committee for Health have not succeeded in carrying out the resolutions 
of the people's conferences which have dealt with transportation and health, 
because of the lack of a suitable scientific program which would enable these 

two committees to carry out their duties in a satisfactory and reasonable manner. 


The clear indications of inadequacy appeared as a result of a lack of sound 
scientific planning of the operations of both these secretariats in numerous 
revolutionary and transformational projects. 


Although our present concern is not to give a lesson on the importance and bene- 
fits of a scientific program and why this is the basis for any successful pro- 
ject, we can, however, in all objectivity and cool-headedness, say that the 
condition of the transportation and health sectors does not suggest the presence 
of any studied planning and it does not give a good impression of the General 
People's Committee for Transportation or of the General People's Committee for 
Health. 


The situation of transport is just the same as the situation of health, an un- 
satisfactory situation which does not bring about peace of mind despite the 
huge expenditures by society aimed at raising the level of these two sectors. 


There is, as has been noted, an imbalance between the size and levels of accomp- 
lishment and the amount of capital earmarked for development of the level of 
health and transportation services. 


There is no denying the negligence in carrying out the resolutions of the 
people's conferences which have been concerned with transportation and health 

as well as the clear deficiency which has resulted from it, nor is there any ° 
dimunition of dangerous implications. In all cases responsibility belongs to 
the General People's Committee for Land and Sea Transportation, and the 

General People's Committee for Health. The brothers there do not excell in 
investing money earmarked for transportation and health in a studied and pro- 
grammed manner, and if it were not for this shortcoming, this sort of disorder 
would not have occurred. 
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There is no question that when a citizen sees this inordinate number of hos- 
pitals, group and private clinics, airports, and postal offices, etc, which are 
so well planned and well-equipped, he should feel happy and content, but what 
he sees are such expressions of negligence that he feels pain and grief. 


To get to the point, we are referring to cases of neglect which hospitals in the 
interior are suffering from especially, and this neglect has led to the 
occurrence of numerous errors in treatmeut and hospitalization there. The 
General People's Committee for Health, instead of concentrating its concerm up- 
on the improvement of the services of these hospitals so that they could offer 
better treatment, has fled to a different solution, which is increased spending 
upon treatment abroad, and this tendency, correctly analyzed, is escapist and 
represents a fatal error. 


While we are on the subject of the Secretariat of the General People's Committee 
for Health as an example of inadequacy, the General People's Committee for 
Health should have invested the money allocated by society not for treatment 
abroad outside of the Jamahiriyah, but rather for local hospitals and clinics. 
It should have been contracting for example with highly qualified pepple capable 
of creative research, and not with those "so-called doctors," and it should 
also have been encouraging local personnel from among the graduates of the 
colleges of medicine in the Jamahiriyah and opening cooperative health clinics, 
etc. 





We did not hear that the General People's Committee for Health did all of that, 
and we did not hear that it had prepared a revolutionary program, renewing the 
confidence of the citizen in the security of our health care system, making him 
feel at ease while he is in a doctor's hands. 


What we have said about the General People's Committee for Health also applies 
to the General People's Committee forCommunications and Maritime Transport, 
whose program is also not devoid of confusion, to the point that it is easy 
for the citizen to notice aspects of shortcomings in all branches of trans- 
portation. 


It is true that there is a certain disparity as to the degrees of neglect and 
negligence found in the different branches. However this does not prevent 
generalization, indicating a lack of success on the part of the General People's 
Committee for Communications and Maritime Transport in carrying out its tasks 

as required. It is necessary that in the coming people's conferences the masses 
study the aspects of the shortcomings from which these two sectors are suffering 
and make the appropriate popular resolutions with regard to this inadequacy, 
calling to account those who have hindered and circumvented the resolutions of 
the people's Jamahiriyah. 
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SUDAN 


DOMESTIC POLITICAL, ECONOMIC PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 188, 17-23 Sep 83 pp 15-16 


[Article: "Israel Is Trying To Strike Sudan's Security Because Numayri Stands 
Against Its Infiltration In Africa"] 


[Text] Exclusive AL-MAJALLAH Dispatch From London and Khartoum--There is talk 
currently about a new plot against President Je'far Numayri‘s regime, a plot in 
which the old foes have been joined by Iran and a "neighboring African country." 
When announcing the conspiratorial scheme, Numayri refrained from divulging the 
identity of the neighboring country by name. However, unofficial sources have 
left no place for doubt that the country concerned is Ethiopia. Numayri has 
also accused Russia of being behind the plot. 


Numayri's statements about the plot came in the speech with which he inaugurated 
the second session of the Central Command of the Sudanese Socialist Union on 
Saturday, 3 September. The session lasted until Tuesday, 6 September 1983, and 
was followed by transfers and appointments affecting the judiciary--transfers 
and appointments which gave a leader of the Muslim Brotherhood (Hasan al-Turabi) 
a higher position through his appointment as presidential assistant for foreign 
affairs. Al-Turabi had been ousted from the cabinet and appointed as Numayri's 
judiciary advisor at the end of the fourth congress of the Socialist Union and 
the first session of the Central Command last March. The Sudanese president 
also abolished the "Preservation of Public Peace" which had given the police 

the power of the courts in dealing with security cases, thus spreading an at- 
mosphere of public peace in the country. 


The plot is engulfed in an atmosphere of secrecy. The authorities refuse to 
divulge the details, promising to divulge them "at the right time," and reports 
are circulated in Khartoum about six high-ranking officers arrested and waiting 
to be tried. The reports also say that the zero hour was to come during the 
convocation of the Central Command session which had been scheduled to be held 
every 6 months. Whereas President Numayri has declared that the methods that 
would have been used--had the plot not been foiled--would have been the same 
old methods, namely assassination and sabotage acts, what some official circles 
say privately is that what was foiled was a military coup in which a number of 
southern officers had participated. 
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President Numayri has paid special attention to the situation in the south 
devoting to it a large part of his report [speech] and pointing out that the 
regional government experiment which has been changing and replacing officials 
has turned the outgoing officials into opponents and the incoming officials into 
loyalists. He said that the outgoing officials have become "an asset for the 
foreign forces coveting Sudan. They are polarized without much effort and em- 
ployed [by foreign forces] at the lowest cost." The president revealed that 
some of these former leaders from the southern region are preparing to hold a 
conference, to be convened in an Arab country hostile to Sudan, to call for 
separating the pagan-Christian south from the Arab Muslim north. Numayri also 
revealed that certain southern leaders had visited Moscow and coordinated with 
the opposition abroad for joint action "aimed at subjugating Sudan in its 
entirety to Soviet control." 


What Numayri has implied is that some of the plotters are among yesterday's 
allies who do not declare their hostility and who, according to Numayri, "had 
given their pledge and then broke it" and who "still show friendship when they 
are unfriendly." It is likely that the party intended by the president's re- 
ference is the group of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, the leader of al-Ansar who had led 
the Sudanese opposition abroad until he was independently reconciled with 
Numayri. After the reconciliation, al-Sadiq returned to Sudan to participate 
in government amidst accusations from his opposition partners abroad who were 
led by al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi (who died in 1981). 


A Sudanese official has said that al-Sadiq's position has turned from a position 
of strong support for the reconciliation to one of moving away fromthe regime 
and showing dissatisfaction with it. But al-Sadiq has still not declared his 
opposition and still moves between Khartoum and the European capitals without 
any restriction. The al-Sadiq faction and the National Party, which al-Sadiq 
heads, include Sharif al-Tuhami, the present minister of energy, and 
"Abd-al-Hamid Salih, the People's Assembly deputy speaker. 


Al-Ansar, a religious faction whose religious and political leader also tra- 
ditionally heads the National Party, had been hostile to Numayri's regime since 
the confrontation between its leader, al-Hadi al-Mahdi, and Numayri's forces in 
1969--a confrontation which led to killing al-Hadi on Aba Island. The recon- 
ciliation between al-Sadiq and Numayri has splintered the followers of al-Mahdi. 
Ahmad al-Mahdi, the brother of al-Hadi, is now a member of the Political Bureau 
ot the Sudanese Socialist Union, and Walid al-Mahdi, the son of al-Hadi, is a 
partner in a Sudanese opposiition alliance outside the country. 


The other force which achieved reconciliation with Numayri in the 1970's was the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which now cooperates with the regime and includes in its 
membership Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman, the minister of interior, and Hasan al-Turabi. 
However, a faction of this brotherhood, led by Sadiq ‘Abdallah 'Abd-al-Majid who 
is one of the Brotherhood founders, does not cooperate with the regime and even 
opposes it. But this faction does not engage in open hostile activities. 


The other opposition comes from the Democratic Unionist Party (which used to be 


headed by al-Sharif al-Hindi) in the country and from the alliance in which this 
party participates and which is based in London. This party is led abroad by 
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an executive committee whose rapporteur is Ahmad Zayn-al-'Abidin, who has been 
accused by Numayri of taking money from foreign circles--money deposited in a 
Swiss bank for the purpose of instigating umrest. 'Abd-al-Majid Abu Hasabu and 
Muhammad 'Abd-al-Jawad, both of whom are former ministers, are also prominent 
in this committee. The party branch abroad has an alliance with the Socialist 
Arab Ba'th Party (Sudan's branch) which supports Iraq. This alliance publishes 
a magazine in London. 


Differences erupted recently within the Democratic Unionist Party when the 
alliance's magazine adopted a stance of full support for Iraq and of hostility 
toward its foes. Zayn-al-'Abidin tried to regain control of ‘the magazine but 
"Abd-al-Jawad, who supervises the magazine, fought the attempt. Zayn-al-'Abidin 
disavowed this magazine and published AL-'ALAM, which did not live long. There 
is currently a severe quarrel between Zayn-al-'Abidin and Abu Hasabu on the 

one hand and ‘Abd-al-Jawad on the other. Sources close to ‘Abd-al-Jawad say 
that the reason for the quarrel is, in addition to the political disagreement, 
financial thefts estimated at $2 million and deposited in Zayn-al-'Abidin's 
personal account. 


A Sudanese opposition faction, led by ‘Abdallah Zakariya who is accused by some 
Sudanese officials of anti-Arab inclinations, lives in one of the Arab republics. 
These officials say that the 600 Sudanese citizens captured in the Chad war come 
from the ranks of Zakariya's faction. 


Electricity Outages 


In this report, Numayri made a distinction in tone and position between the 
opposition that has broken its pledge and the opposition centered in Europe. 

He has clung to his loyalty to the first opposition, despite its broken pledge, 
and has considered the leaders of the second opposition as "nobodies in the 
history of the people. The people have known them and become familiar with 

them as leaders sitting at all tables to gain for themselves a life of pros- 
perity in Europe:and elsewhere in return for [posing] an imaginary threat to the 
interest of the people to whom they belong.” However, the opposition leaders 
abroad have not broken their links with Numayri. Muhammad 'Abd-al-Jawad accuses 
Zayn-al-'Abidin and Abu Hasabu of having contacts with the Sudanese government 
and denies that such contacts have taken place between him and President Numayri. 
But on the other hand, he has assured AL-MAHALLAH that he has nothing against 
Numayri personally and that he invites him to negotiate at the Arab League 
headquarters in Tunis, demanding as a condition that democracy and parties be 
restored and that freedom be restored to the judiciary and the universities. 
"Abd-al-Jawad does not blame Numayri for the hardships being experienced by 
Sudan but blames the officials surrounding him, saying: "We understand the 
difficulties facing the regime. But aren't there among those surrounding 
President Numayri people to offer him advice and sound opinions on how to se- 
cure the minimum needs of life in Sudan?" 


The needs of life referred to by 'Abd-al-Jawad are what is spreading unrest in 
Sudan. For nearly a month, the country has been having difficulties securing 
electricity because of a breakdown in al-Rusayris Dam where the biggest hydrau- 
lic plant for generating electricity in Sudan exists. The opposition blames the 
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administration whereas the government offers all sorts of explanations, in- 
cluding the explanation that this is a seasonal problem that has been occurring 
for nearly 10 years and the explanation that the floods carry in their way 
large quantities of silt and driftwood that obstruct energy production. 
Officials at al-Rusayris Dam say that an island with an area of more than one 
square kilometer has been forming for years, that the problem of energy shortage 
cannot be eliminated unless this island is removed and that it has been im 
possible to purchase the equipment to remove it for budgetary reasons. Presi- 
dent Numayri attributes the problem to the generosity of the Sudanese living 
abroad in sending their relatives electrical appliances. 


The problem of power outages is not the only problem. The new appointments to 
the judiciary authority, issued upon conclusion of the Central Command's session, 
were aimed at dealing with the strike of the judiciary which has gone on for 
nearly 8 weeks. Two other strikes by university professors and by doctors are 
scheduled in the next few days. However, the Sudanese government views these 
strikes as a coordinated plan seeking to weaken it before declaring civil re- 
bellion. This is why the government prefers to let matters take their course. 
But if the strikers persist in refusing to work because their demands are not 
met, they will be dismissed from the service. This is the warning that 
President Numayri issued in his report to the Central Command when he said that 
these strikes will be an occasion to dismiss incompetent people from government 
agencies. 





Israel's Hands 


There may be wisdom in looking for external reasons for the deteriorating in- 
ternal conditions. Sudan is a gateway to Egypt and Egypt's foes are trying to 
get to Egypt and to influence its policy through Sudan. Sudan has a sound 
position vis-a-vis the Iraq-Iran war. Sudan was the first to respond to the 
Fez Arab summit resolution urging the Arabs to support Iraq in its war with 
Iran. The relations between Sudan and Iran are severed and it is natural that 
shaking Sudan's stability would be an Iranian objective also. But what is new 
is the entry of Ethiopia as one of Numayri's foes. It was not long ago when 
President Numayri was praising the Ethiopian regime. President Numayri had at 
an earlier time supported the Eritrean revolutionaries in their war against 

the Ethiopian central government in an endeavor to [enable them to] achieve some 
sort of independence or self-rule. But he has recently blamed the Eritreans 
for failing to cooperate with the efforts to solve their problem through nego- 
tiations with the Ethiopian government. A Sudanese official has told 
AL-MAJALLAH that the reason behind Ethiopia's entry into the foes' alliance is 
the Eritrean problem. He added that there is an Israeli hand trying to tamper 
with Sudan's security because the Sudanese government stands "strongly" against 
the Israeli invasion of Africa, as it also stands "strongly" against Soviet 
influence on the continent. 


But what the Sudanese government's tackling of the deteriorating internal sit- 
uation lacks is dealing with the opposition seriously and positively, as one of 
the opposition leaders has put it. It is true that Numayri has been able to 
split al-Ansar into supporters and opponents of his government and vacillators 
and that al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi's death from a heart attack in Athens 2 years 
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ago has led to the splintering of his faction and to in-fighting among his 

heirs for leadership of the Democratic Unionist Party, one of the oldest parties 
in Sudan. But President Numayri has not, according to one opponent, launched 
any serious initiative over the past 6 years to extend bridges with the opposi- 
tion so as "to cooperate with it in rebuilding Sudan and in putting an end 

to the deterioration in its economic, financial and security conditions." 
Numayri's initiative in 1977 succeeded in weakening the opposition abroad 

after his meeting with al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and there is nothing to prevent 
launching a new initiative to bring back to Sudan whatever remains of the 
opposition and to turn over a new leaf of constructive cooperation. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/85 


38 











IMPOSITION OF ISLAMIC LAW RECEIVES WIDE SUPPORT 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 189, 24-30 Sep 83 p 31 


[Article: "Numayri Applies Islamic Shari'ah and Sudanese Welcome and Cheer 
"Islamic, Islamic [Law], Neither Eastern nor Western'"] 


[Text] In the wake of the recent judiciary crisis in Sudan which lasted more 
than 3 months, President Numayri issued several laws concerning judiciary issues 
and other public laws, namely: the judiciary authority law, the legal pro- 
fession law, the civil proceedings law, the criminal proceedings law, the traf- 
fic law and the public prosecutor law. The latest is the new penal code of 

1983 whose most important feature is that is it very strongly tied to the Islamic 
Shari'ah by providing for cutting off a thief's hand, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Shari'ah, and for a life prison term for armed robbery or 
theft. The new law also stipulates flogging and stoning for adulterers in 
accordance with the criteria of the Shari'ah. 


In the course of reviewing these laws, President Numayri has said: "Alcohol, 
the gravest of all offenses, is permitted by the penal code and prohibited in 
God's book and we have chosen God's book over the penal code which is derived 
from the British law." Numayri added: "Graft is a crime whose harm extends to 
the public service, thus paralyzing it and eroding the dignity of public and 
private work. The penalty for graft has thus been stiffened and the graft 
giver has been deprived of all benefit." He pointed out that the "penalty 

for those who open their homes for gambling is warning. Should the offense 
recur, the offender's home will be confiscated for the public good." Acting in 
harmony with this course, President Numayri has issued a decree closing all 
alcohol production and bottling factories as of the date of issuance of the 
decree. The governor of Khartoum Governorate has also issued an order closing 
all liquor sales shops in the governorate in implementation of the decree ban- 
ning alcohol. 


These decrees come within the framework of President Numayri's announcement 
regarding abidance by the Islamic course in implementing the program of his 
third term in office. The reaction to these decrees has been varied. A legal 
source has noted that the provisions of the penal code will be applied to 
Muslims and non-Muslims, except for alcohol drinking and adultery, in which 
case the sentence will be issued within the framework of the law and beliefs of 
the crime perpetrator. This is a clear reference to the non-Muslim groups in 
Sudan. Moreover, the decree banning alcohol has been clearer in this regard, 
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empowering the governors of the various provinces to adopt what they deem to 
be compatible with the beliefs prevalent in their governorates. 


The issuance of these Shari'ah-oriented laws generated immediate reactions 
embodied in the applause given them by society's various factions. But the 
religious groups in the capital in particular went further and deemed it ne- 
cessary to express publicly and in various forms their approval of these laws. 
The student unions in particular began to stir their bases to launch a campaign 
in support of this Islamic trend. These groups had planned to stage demon- 
strations and hold processions in Khartoum in support of the issuance of these 
laws. But President Numayri appealed to the masses to translate their senti- 
ments toward the recent decrees into fruitful and constructive work, saying 
that he had received numerous cables and requests from groups and individuals 
to stage processions in support of the recent decrees but that out of his con- 
cern for the work and production hours, he believes that what the citizens ex- 
pressed in their cables, letters and statements which praise what has been 
achieved to establish the rules of the tolerant Shari'ah is enough, that the 
citizens should turn their attention to their work to improve performance and 
production and that there is no need for staging processions or marchs. 


In accordance with this concept, the Khartoum Secretariat of the Sudanese 
Socialist Union, the political organization ruling Sudan, issued a statement 
lauding the completely just decrees issued, noting that they are the decrees of 
the political organization (Socialist Union), that they do not belong to anybody 
exclusively and do not need the custodianship of anybody. Political observers 
in the Sudanese capital point out that this reflects fear that some groups, 
perhaps the Muslim Brotherhood, may move secretly to (claim credit for) the 
recent decrees in particular. A statement issued by the mass and factional 
organizations states that the judiciary revolution declared by President Numayri 
is a revolution that emanates from the core of the objectives and principles 

of the May revolution. 


Significance of Appointment of al-Turabi 


But despite the Sudanese president's appeal to the citizens not to stage demon- 
strations, Khartoum has witnessed motorcades which toured some main streets 
shouting some slogans, such as “neither eastern nor western but 100 percent 
Islamic. Neither eastern nor western but an Islamic republic." In this respect, 
the political observers believe that the declaration of this Islamic legislation 
contains a clear reference to the recent development in the area's conditions. 


The obvious meaning of what has happened in Sudan is that the ruling authorities 
of any Muslim country can choose peacefully to act in accordance with the 

Islamic Shari'ah. The Sudanese president believes that the application of these 
laws that abide by the Islamic Shari'ah needs external support. This is why he 
has appointed Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi, the leader of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
as presidential assistant in reaffirmation of this trend. President Numayri 
sees in Dr al-Turabi a jurisprudent, a jurist and a man of other qualifications 
which he needs to explain the dimensions of this trend and to support it in 
international circles. 
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IRAQ 


MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY SEES ‘POSITIVE INDICATIONS’ IN RECENT ACTIVITY 


Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 18 Oct 83 p 6 


[Article by Muhyi-al-Din Jasim: "With the War in its Fourth Year, Positive 
Indications and Advanced Methods in the Production of the Industrial Sector"] 


[Text] Manifesting the aspirations of the party leadership and the revolu- 
tion, and in order to drive forward the wheels of national industry in the 
country, in the course of the victorious revolution the industrial sector 
has witnessed great development distinguished by rapid advancement towards 
the attainment of the goals set for this sector, in the building of a firm 
industrial foundation aimed at changing the national economic structure 

and deepening the socialist changes in the country. 


As a result of these concepts and lofty aims, the Ministry of Industry and 
Minerals has taken on and completed a number of huge industrial projects to 
play their part in building this economic foundation. The 3 years of the 
war upon which the valiant Iraqi nation has embarked against the greedy, 
expansionist, imperialist Zionist-Iranian designs being pursued by the 
malicious Khomeyni government, have been distinguished by positive indica- 
tions and advanced methods in the levels of production of that which forti- 
fies the repeated victories over the vanquished forces of the deceitful and 
swindling government in Iran on the one hand, and on the other, the realiza- 
tion of important achievements stipulated by the party leadership and the 
revolution, led by the liberating hero, President and leader Saddam Husayn, 
in the area of industrial progress in the country. 


Rural Electrification 


In the area of development of Iraqi rural areas, the Ministry of Industry and 
Minerals, during the war with the accursed Iranian enemy, has helped with 

the completion of the largest rural electrical project in the area, in 

which more than 4,000 Iraqi villages have been provided with electrical 
lighting. 


On the other hand, as of the beginning of the second half of this year, 26 
power plants have been completed, distributed in the governorates of Dhi 

Oar, Ninawa, al-Anbar, al-Basrah and Maysan; the foundations have been laid 
for a number of secondary stations in the governorates of Karbala’, al-Anbar, 
al-Basrah, al-Sulaymaniyah and Maysan. 
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Furthermore, 48 secondary power stations of various capacities have been 
completed in various sectors of Baghdad, as well as the completion of a group 
of power control stations distributed over the chief regions of the country, 
in addition to the completed expansion of a number of secondary power sta- 
tions in the governorates of al-Ta'mim, Babil, Maysan, al-Najaf, Ninawa and 
al-—Muthanna. 


Various Projects 


With respect to projects related to the engineering, chemical and mineral 
industries, which play a prominent role in meeting a great portion of the 
requirements of development projects, the electronic switches project, the 
paper recycling project and the pressed wood project have been completed, 
in addition to the completion of a dry-cell battery assembly line, and the 
completion and initiated operations of the project for recovering lead from 
old hydraulic batteries. 


Work continues using advanced procedures towards the completion of the ball- 
bearing, steel frame and forms projects, and the central items of equipment 
for the new industrial complex. 


The fluorescent light assembly line project has been completed, as well as 
the Babil hydraulic battery plant project, the electric iron plant for steam 
irons and ordinary irons, the new candlestick assembly line, the new bus 
body assembly line and the field cable and wood spools project, in addition 
to the new automatic assembly line for producing incandescent lights in 
Baghdad and a branch of the National Foundation for Marketing and Maintain- 
ing Equipment in the Governorates. 


Encouragement of Innovation 


The Ministry of Industry and Minerals has acquired credit in the private 
sector for workers in its projects, productive installations, and the like, 
in order to procure its service requirements, to pay technicians and workers 
for innovations, and perhaps in the future to provide housing structures and 
work places near them. It has undertaken industrial housing projects in 
Karbala’, al-Diwaniyah, al-Anbar, Babil, Diyala and Salah-al-Din, in addition 
to providing various services through the clinics, modern markets and schools 
in these housing complexes. It has also worked on providing cafeterias 

in the factories and industrial installations, distinguished by modern 
features that blend harmoniously with the social and vital progress of the 
country's industrialization movement. 


9310 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


AL-TA'MIM TELEPHONE NETWORK--The minister of transportation and communications 
is discussing the development of the al-Ta'mim telephone network. The imme- 
diate installation of electronic telephone exchange number 90 in the city of 
Kirkuk, containing 10,000 telephone lines with a capacity to expand to 30,000 
lines. This was announced during a meeting chaired by Mr ‘Abd al-Jabbar 

"Abd al-Rahim al-Asadi, minister of transportation and communications, and 
Mr Zahir al-Oadiri, Mayor of al-Ta'mim, and attended by the chief of the 
public foundation for carrying out transportation and communications projects, 
and concerned technicians in the ministry and its affiliated agencies in the 
municipality. Talks were completed during the meeting on the prerequisites 
for the immediate construction of the Kirkuk electronic network, which will 
have 11,000 telephone lines with a capacity of expanding to 30,000 lines in 
the beginning of the coming year, and on expediting work to complete its 
construction by the end of the current year. The minister mentioned the 
installations required for the immediate start of operations to connect 
telephone lines to customers which will link their equipment with the 2 
exchanges, number 90 and Kirkuk, after the completion of the city's new 
telephone network. With the completed installation of the 2 exchanges, 
number 90 in the first half of next year, and Kirkuk 3 months later, total- 
ling 21,000 lines, all the telephone demands of the residents of Kirkuk will 
be met, while the work of expanding the 2 exchanges, at a combined cost of 

10 million dinars, will bring their size, combined with that of the under- 
ground network, to 60,000 lines. [Text] [Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

17 Oct 83 p 6] 9310 


JOINT ARAB INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS--Mr Suhbi Yasin, Ministry of Industry and 
Minerals, met Dr Nur al-Din Farraj, general manager of the Arab Petroleum 
Investment Company, yesterday morning, along with the delegation accompany- 
ing him. During the meeting, the minister expressed the ministry's willing- 
ness to facilitate all joint Arab industrial activities, based on faith in 
the importance of integrated economic development. The company's general 
manager praised the role being played by Iraq in establishing the bases for 
Arab economic and developmental relations. During the meeting, which was 
attended by Deputy Minister Faysal Salman Ghali, a joint study was con- 
ducted on the stages of implementation of the Arab Chemical Cleansers 
Company project, which will be undertaken in the country as a joint Arab 
project. It was mentioned that Iraq will provide 25 percent of the capital 
for this project, with additional participation by the Arab Petroleum 
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Investment Company, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Arab Mining 
Company and the Arab Investment Company. [Text] [Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in 
Arabic 17 Oct 83 p 61] 9310 


MOSUL UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT--In its new academic year, Mosul University 
received 3,427 new students distributed among its 10 scientific and humani- 
ties colleges. This was announced by Dr Muhammad Majid al-Sa'id, president 
of Mosul University. He said: Our country is at war, witnessing the vic- 
tories of its fearless army on the eastern fronts of the Arab nation in the 
just fight of Saddam's Qadisiyah, led by the nation's struggler warrior, 
Saddam Husayn. At the same time it continues to make rapid efforts for 
scientific progress in its yearning for the horizons of progress and civiliza- 
tion. The president of the university made it clear that the new academic 
year stresses the importance of the leadership of our party, our revolution 
and our sole leader Saddam Husayn. The university's law school was opened 
this year, receiving 119 students in its first class; the School of Dentistry, 
continuing in its second successful academic year, accepted 50 students. 

In addition, there was the construction of the computer sciences section, 

an expansion of advanced studies (the master's degree), and, in a similar 
vein, the graduation of 75 students from the School of Physical Education, 
105 students from the School of Veterinary Medicine, 227 students from the 
School of Medicine, 378 students from the School of Literature, 478 students 
from the School of Administration and Economics, 830 students from the School 
of Education, 535 students from the College of Engineering, 445 students from 
the College of Science and 198 students from the School of Agriculture and 
Horticulture. [Text] [Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 18 Oct 83 p 7] 9310 
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EYTAN SAYS TZOMET MOVEMENT NON-POLITICAL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Nov 83 p 2 


[Article by Sarah Honig] 


[Text ] 


TEL AVIV. — Former chief of staff 
Rafael Eitan said yesterday his new 
Tzomet movement is “wholly 
apolitical.” It is an ideological 
‘movement, he suid, and at present 
has no plans to contest the next 
K nesset elections. 

Eitan added that “‘if, at any future 
juncture the movement does decide 
to enter the political arena and run 
for the Knesset, I will then have to 
review my position not to enter ac- 
tive politics.” 

Eitan added that if he decides to 
run, it may be in political 
frameworks other than’ Tzomet. 

Eitan was speaking at a press con- 
‘ference yesterday in which his new 
movement was introduced to the 
press for the first time. All of the 
persons appearing with him were 
either from the hawkish circles of 
the Labour party or have strong 
Labour roots. 

_, Eitan stressed that since Tzomet 
.is not a political party, its members 
may belong to a variety of parties. 
The movement, he said, is meant to 
provide “the Zionist, activist alter- 
native to movements such as Peace 
Now, wheré the membership also 
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includes people from different par- 


ties.”” 
He said that he has had offers 
from two political parties and has 


.turned them down, in accordance 


with his resolve for the time being to 
Stay out of party politics. He did not 
elaborate, but said that one offer 
was very vague, while the other 
“was very specific including place- 
ment on the list.’’ Political 
observers believe that the first, 
more vague offer, came from Herut 


‘Circles, and that the second came 


from Tehiya. 
- Eitan said Tzomet believes in 
israel “staying in and settling every 
part of Eretz Yisrael that it now 
holds. This means all the territory in 
our hands, apart from Lebanon.” 
The obiectives of Tzomet include 
“removing the threat of annihilation 
from the people and state of Israel; 
making Israel attractive to Jews 
wherever they are by reviving the 
pioneering spirit, rather than stress- 
ing material benefits; reducing 
Israel's dependence on foreign 
countries; striving for the recogni- 
tion of the boundaries of Israel to 
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include all of the Western part of 
Eretz Yisrael and the Golan 
Heights; and cementing national 
unity. 

These objectives, according to 
Eitan, can be achieved through 
“Zionist education, settlement in all 
parts of Eretz Yisrael, increased 
allya, restoring labour as a guiding 
ideal and readiness to struggle 
militarily and politically for the 
above goals.”’ 

Ephraim Ben-Haim, a member of 
Kibbutz Givat Haim and also a 
member of the Tehiya secretariat, 
said *‘Tehiya need not feel 
threatened by Tzomet. The proof is 
the fact that | am a member of atop 
Tehiya forum and of Tzomet.” ’ 

Abba Gefen of the Ben-Gurion 
Circle in the Labour Party came out 
against those in his party who 
protest against the association of 
Labourites with Tzomet. “If it is 
alright for Labour members to take 
part in extra-party associations if 
they are dovish and leftish, they 
have no right to complain about 
us.” 
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QIRYAT ARBA DESTROYS POSSIBLY INCRIMINATING EVIDENCE 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Nov 83 p 2 
[Article by Shmuel Mittelman] 


[Text] The former deputy chairman of the Kiryat Arba council and the former 
security officer have testified in the Jerusalem District Court that they 
destroyed an explosive device, hidden in an arms cache beneath the Kiryat 
Arba council building, in order to safeguard the town's good name. 


Ze'ev Friedman and Moshe Rosenthal have given most of their evidence behind 
closed doors for security reasons. They are accused of destroying evidence 
in the case of the attacks on the West Bank mayors in June 1980. 


Nablus mayor Bassam Shak'a lost two legs and Ramallah mayor Kerim Khallaf 
lost a foot in the blasts. A Border Police explosives expert was blinded, 
while dismantling the bomb intended for the mayor of El-Bira. 


The explosive device hidden in the arms cache consisted of two bricks of 
TNT, a magnet for attaching it to a car, and electric wires to set it off. 
It is believed by the police to be connected to the case of the mayors. 

It was wrapped in Arabic newspapers dated close to the time of the attacks. 


Yesterday Friedman again testified that he destroyed the device to prevent 
a further "affair" which would harm the name of Kiryat Arba. His attorney 
sought to prove that this had been his consistent explanation both before 
and after his testimony. The prosecution stated again that the evidence 
was destroyed because it was connected with the attacks on the mayors. 


Friedman told the court that Kiryat Arba was being subjected to "media 
terror," by television, radio and the press. He maintained that the media 
were fomenting violence against the community and depicting it in a 
"satanic light.” 
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CARMIEL*S SCIENCE INDUSTRY REVIEWED 


Haifa INNOVATION in English No 95, Oct 83 ppl, ? 


[Text ] 


The decision to make Carmie! the focus of a 
“science region”, taken some years ago, was at that 
time criticized by some observers as _ overly 
ambitious. A “development town” similar in many 
respects to more than two dozen such new urban 
communities sprinkled all over this country’s map, 
Carmiel hardly seemed capable of rivaling Israel’s 
long established centers of learning and industry. 

However, the progress already made has caused 
even the most confirmed sceptics to reconsider. 
Carmiel still is not very big, the communities that 
surround it are only now beginning to strike root, 
and it would only be fair to characterize the 
science based industry plants already in the area as 
“developing” — but still, the outline of things to 
come is already clearly discernible. 

At last count, the town of Carmiel itself 
numbered about 17,000 inhabitants, and it is 
growing by about 12% a year. Many of the new 
settlers in thetown, attracted also by the high 
quality of life and the relatively modest cost of 
housing, bring valuable skills to their new 
community. 

When development towns first began to be built 
in Israel, their primary purpose was to provide 
homes for new immigrants. Thousands were 
brought there directly from the ship, to go through 
an often painful process of adjustment to new 
conditions, to a new language, and — in most 
instances — also to a new way of earning one’s 
living. Because the majority of arrivals at that time 
brought little industrial experience with them, 
development town industrialization tended toward 
low technology branches of production. 

Founded in the mid-1960s, Carmiel largely 
avoided the difficulties of that stage of 
development. Like several other comunities 
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established during that prtiod, it immediately 
attracted people born in Israel or with years of 


established during that period, it immediately 
attracted people born in Israel or with years of 
experience in the country. New inunigrants — and 
many hundreds made their home there — found 
themselves part of a vital community with deep 
Israeli roots, rather than having to live at least for 
some years in partial cultural isolation. 

Only more recently, with an Israel born second 
generation reaching adulthood, are some of the 
older development towns entering the mainstream 
of this country’s economic life. Many of the low 
technology ventures set up in the 1950s have since 
closed down, and much manual labor on the farm 
was long ago replaced by modern machinery. Now 
a steadily growing proportion of development town 
residents make their living in advanced high 
technology enterprises. 

In Carmiel, that process is perhaps more rapid 
than in most places. A number of high technology 
fires — Cyclone Aviation, Thermonir, Lambda, 
M.1.C,, to mention just a few — already provide 
jobs in high technology enterprises. To that one 
can add the beginnings of science based industries 
in surounding communities, such as Segev, the 
Tefen industrial zone and Kfar Vradim. 

An important step in the same direction was 
the recently reached agreement, according to which 
ORT Israel proposes to provide technological 
training within the. framework of a large 
comprehensive secondary school. In the course of 
time, such an educational facility would greatlv 


enhance the supply of skilled persons for 
employment in the town’s industries, while helping 
Carmiel’s younger generation qualify for 
employment in their own hometown. 

To a steadily increasing degree, Israel’s 
economy depends on high technology industrial 
production, together with the research and 
development activities on which it is based. In 
Carmiel this economic trend is successfully 
combined with an effort to develop the length and 
breadth of the country, and to provide an enjoyable 
quality of life for its citizens. 














ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


BAMAHANE EDITOR FIRED--An angry chief of staff Rav-Aluf Moshe Levy yesterday 
summarily dismissed the editor of the IDF weekly magazine BAMAHANEH when it 
became clear that details of the report on the car bomb attack in Tyre were 
published contrary to Levy's specific instructions to the contrary and prior 
to his appearance before the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee. 
Earlier, Levy apologized to the committee for the fact that the magazine 
published details of the report before the cabinet and the Knesset members 
saw it. "It was done because of a mixture of a little malice and a lot of 
naivety," Levy said. The editor, Sgan-Aluf Oded Feldman, was dismissed 
yesterday morning after it was established that he was not even aware that 
the report of the investigation committee was included in this week's edi- 
tion of BAMAHANEH. The offending article missed the attention of not only 
the magazine's editor, but it was also passed by army field security and 

the military censor. [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 

17 Nov 83 p 2] 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


INFILTRATORS HELD--Ten people who attempted to get into Kuwait illegally 
have been arrested by border guards at Na‘ayma. They were arrested when a 
border patrol saw their pick-up trying to cross the border. [Text] 
[Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 20 Nov 83 p 4] 


EXPATRIATE AGENCY--A Government agency to control expatriate labor in Kuwait 
has been proposed by a National Assembly deputy. leputy Nayef Abu Ramieh 
said foreign labour was constantly needed for the industrial, commercial, 
construction and agricultural sectors, and the present system led to 
fiddling, forgeries and other violations of the country's laws. He said 

that the problem had reached such an extent that there was now a form of 
illegal trade in labour. He said a government agency could study the 
country's labour requirements and import workers at all levels from unskilled 
to highly qualified manpower. He also proposed that individuals requiring 
domestic staff should submit applications to the proposed agency, setting out 
their needs and justifying their application. [Text] [Kuwait ARAB TIMES in 
English 6 Dec 83 p 5] 


SUBSIDY ON MEAT--The government is considering cutting--or even ending 
altogether--meat subsidies, according to reports currently circulating in 
Kuwait. The report follows a decision last week under which the Ministry 

of Commerce limited the prices charged by restaurants and snack bars for 
cooked meats. Sources among Kuwait's meat importers have indicated that 

the government may drop the subsidies on meat, but as there are so many 
importers this would have little effect on the price. The sources said 

that another possibility was to pay the subsidies directly to the importers 
and cut out the payment to butchers. There has been a sharp rise in the 
demand for Australian and Turkish meat, following the government's pricing 
decision. Arabian meat costs more than KD 2 a kilo, while other meats are 
cheaper. The government limits the price of cooked meat to KD 3 per kilo. 
Meanwhile, the assistant undersecretary for consumer protection at the 
Commerce Ministry, Abdul Rahman Al-Tuwaijri, said the pricing decision was 
final and the government was determined that it would be strictly implemented. 
He warned of stiff penalties for those caught breaking the rules. Al-Tuwaijri 
added that the price limit covers sandwiches which mainly consist of bread 

and meat, both of which are subsidized by the government, at a cost of KD 40 
million a year. [Text] [Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 4 Dec 83 p 1] 
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LEBANON 


TEXT OF PLAN FOR REORDERING OF LEBANON PUBLISHED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 21 Oct 83 p ll 


[Article: "Towards Integral Democracy: New Constitutional Composition 
for Lebanese Order"™] 


[Text] AL-SAFIR publishes today the text of lawyer 'Isam Nu'man's lecture, 
"Towards an Integral Democracy," given Thursday afternoon at the developmental 
studies seminar, [as follows]: 


The Lebanese are called upon, under Arab and world pressure, to shift from 
fire to dialogue. As fighters grudgingly put aside their weapons, 
intellectuals are raising their voices with delight after a long enforced 
silence. Even before interlocutors agree on an agenda, ideas, formulae and 
plans are piling up on the dialogue table. But, by and large, they do not 
have a universal Lebanese quality. They are from Lebanon and by Lebanese but, 
nonetheless, they are "Muslim invariables" or Christian invariables": 

a memorandum from this sect or a plan from that sect. Most of us have 

become so highly sensitive about confessional identity and so hard-pressed 

by our national sentiments that we have lost our universal outlook on things. 


But I and others did not leave the [old] homeland notion to go back to it. 
Therefore, I, today, and others tomorrow, dare submit to the interlocutors 
and leading experts a synthetic Lebanese plan for national conciliation that 
stems from the needs of the Lebanese with all their various sects and hues, 
that addresses them as a people united in their agony, aspirations, interests 
and passious and that seeks different ideas and plans. 


I speak as a responsible citizen. In this capacity, I alone take respon- 
sibility for the ideas and formulae put forth to enrich the dialogue and 
to reformulate a unified Lebanese public opinion. 


What Is Lebanon's Crisis? 


Lebanon is a diverse country. It is a living mosaic embracing 3 religions 
with 17 denominations mingled with several ethnic groups. 


Lebanon's crisis is deep-rooted and chronic. It is one of disparate rights 
and powers among its various sects and groups, intensified and exploited by 
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incessant foreign interventions in the context of a struggle for spheres of 
influence and interests in the Arab region. 


Because of such disparity and intervention, the Lebanese have been incapable 
of setting up a potent equitable democratic state. Consequently, Lebanon is 
a system, not a state. It is a system for a partnership of denominations 
sharing, in varying degrees, the political decision-making process. 


The fact is that a leading team of Maronite Christians have always sought to 
establish a Lebanese entity in western Syria using its diverse constitution 
as a justification for its existence, its identification with the West as 

a means of protection, and special power privileges granted to the Maronites 
to perpetuate the system by self-reproduction. 


In return, Muslim sects sought, through their own strength at times and by 
taking heart in their Arab environment at other times, to modify the prevailing 
political formula in a way that would guarantee their rights and enhance 

their gains. 


Amidst the adversities of this struggle, avid foreign powers knew, in the 
course of time, how to exploit this chronic crisis to sow dissention among 
warring Lebanese groups and profit at their expense. 


But with the establishment of the Israeli state in 1948, the Lebanese crisis 
entered a grave historic phase. Whereas Western colonialist powers sought 
economic exploitation, markets and spheres of influence, Israel stood out 

as a power which, in addition to all the above, had designs on Lebanon's 
territory and waters, and on surrounding Arab territory as well. Lebanon 

is now a victim of one of the episodes of Israeli phased expansion. Moreover, 
it has become a line of contact between the two superpowers in the course of 
the frantic international polarization process. 


Hence, the Lebanese crisis is gradually shifting from an internal civil strife 
to a political division that could develop, due to foreign interventions, 
into a partition of Lebanon's land and waters. 


A crisis of such intensity and gravity cannot be treated by a passing 
settlement that could in no time change into a mere truce between two wars. 
What is needed is a historic settlement based on objective principles able 
to transform the Lebanese from a denominational partnership into a state 
cf law and order, of public welfare and of unity in the face of foreign 
dangers. 


How can this be done? 

Democratic National Reform Formula: Principles and Methods 

Whereas Lebanon's basic dilemma is the absence of one national allegiance 
and the lack of common goals and concepts among the citizenry, and whereas 


its political system's inability to face the requisites of internal social 
change and crucial foreign challenges has exacerbated civil fragmentation, 
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governmental disintegration and emergence of several real authorities, 

the purpose of national action must be directed at the treatment of the 
contradictions, crises and perils we have already mentioned. Perhaps it is 
useful to outline at first the desired goals of national action at this state, 
and then propose some required reforms, at the constitutional and electoral 
levels, in order to guarantee the process of reunification and reconstruction 
before we finally put forth ways and means of achieving the desired goals. 
For the country to rise from the state of fragmentation and internecine 
fighting to a state of national integration, the following principles and 
methods must be instituted: 


First, achieving national integration. It is rather difficult to talk about 
a Lebanese society or a Lebanese people without ascribing things to places. 
The Lebanese, because of denominational diversity, confessional discrimination, 
political fragmentation, diverse sources of cultural inspiration, and wounds 
and fissures left behind by the civil war, are a grouping, not a society; 
they are "inhabitants," not one people in the sense of political sociology. 
Hence, what is needed now is to develop social and political relations among 
them through joint political, economic, social and cultural organizations 
under a political juristic formula that would encourage the transformation 
of the Lebanese from a grouping into a society and from a confessional 
partnership into a modern social democratic state. 


Whereas the process of national and ethnic unification is a long historical 
process, talk about realizing organic national unity among the Lebanese is, 
in the scientific sense, premature and no more than a political or infor- 
mational slogan. It is more proper to work for and advocate national 
integration, that is, incorporation of citizens, voluntarily or by law, 

into organizations, agencies, unions, political parties and societies and 
interaction within the framework of a network of regulated relations embraced 
by a law-and-order state. For the law, in all fields of life, is the highest 
manifestation of national and social conformity. Compliance with and abidance 
by it constitute the essence of our capacity to lead a common life. In 
Lebanon, it assumes compounded importance due to the country's diversity. 


How can national integration by achieved? There are principles and methods 
that can be summarized, as follows: 


A. Abolition of confessionalism and secularization of state institutions by 
making citizens equal before the law in positions, opportunities and social 
status, without discrimination because of race, origin, language, religion, 
political views or social and personal circumstances. Secularization, in the 
Lebanese sense stemming from historical experience, means equality before the 
law without discrimination and enactment of legislation that safeguards this 
equality, contributes to society's unification and cohesion, and protects 
individual freedom within the framework of a solidified society. Secular 
legislation for the sake of a unified society draws inspiration from all 
doctrines, conceptual definitions and experiences, espoused and endured by 
society, that are easy for the human intellect to grasp and develop. 
Therefore, it is open to religious doctrines as well as temporal experiences, 
and its main concern is to explore and institute things that conform to the 
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needs of society as a whole without infringment on personal beliefs, 
particularly at the worship level. Secularization, in short, means regulation 
of social and political relationships in a state with a view to establishing 
equality among citizens before the law. 


B. Agreement of defining Lebanon's identity as an ultimate Arab nation and 

an independent and sovereign state evolving into a secular democratic system 
based on freedom, equality and justice within the framework of an Arab league 
whose members share its historic ties, interests and destiny in a wider world 
in which all Lebanese--residents and emigrants--are eager to perform their 
civilizational role in generating and propagating knowledge and in reinforcing 
the values of freedom, justice and equality among nations. 


C. Guaranteeing freedom of belief, especially religious belief, and freedom 
to proclaim, advocate and practice such beliefs publicly and privately, 
provided the general order is not breached. 


D. Making national sovereignty the property of the people who practice it 
through their representatives and a general referendum. 


E. Recognition of inviolable human rights, rights of freedom and work in 
particular, and guaranteeing them to the individual, as a member of social 
formations in which he pursues his personality, by consecrating them in a 
modern constitution that enjoins the government to fulfill its duties 
prescribed by social, economic and political solidarity. 


F. Drawing up a comprehensive contemporary national educational progran, 
with the Lebanese University as its solid base, for the sake of building 

a generation of one solitary national allegiance and uniform social and moral 
values, cultivating technical, vocational and scientific capabilities 
necessary for the country's growth and development, and regulating and 
guaranteeing the freedom of private education in a way that does not conflict 
with the afore-mentioned goals of the national education program. 


G. Recognition of the rights of the family as a natural social unit founded 
on marriage based on moral and legal equality between husband and wife in 
accordance with valid sectarian legislation or voluntary civil personal 
Statute. 


H. Making national defense a sacred duty through compulsory social and 
military service. 


I. Enactment of a naturalization law that safeguards national integration, 
protects the labor force, attracts essential technical and intellectual 
talents and observes the principle "A Lebanese is one who carries Lebanese 
citizenship only." 


Second, replacement of confessional privileges by national guarantees. 
Religious sects are social units that cannot be abolished. Confessionalism 
is a social and political attitude that can be refined and modified with 

a view to eliminating it. 








Since confessionalism necessarily includes discrimination, it contradicts 
national integration and consequently conflicts with the concept of one 
national allegiance. If we are seeking to shape one single national 
allegiance, confessionalism must be abolished. 


But confessionalism is not just an attitude. It is an attitude aided and 
nurtured by a system of privileges and quotas. Rather, it is, in the opinion 
of some, a guarantee for non-domination of the Muslim majority in Lebanon 

and the rest of its Arab milieu over its Christian minorities. 


The fact is that if the 1958 troubles, the 2-year war (1975-1976) and the 
ongoing struggle thereafter were of any use, it is that they shot down the 
concept of confessional privileges as crucial guarantees. 


Perhaps those who have recovered from the agony of war believe that true 
guarantees spring from national agreement and nothing else. National 
agreement breeds stability and stability is the repository of prosperity 
and prosperity in nations, as generosity in men, obliterates faults. 
Therefore, what is required is the institution of national guarantees in 
place of confessional privileges in order to assuage the fears of minorities 
who are, for one reason or another, worried about their destinies. What is 
needed is that Lebanon's independence be safeguarded by guarantees stemming 
from itself, from the unity of its people, from harmony between its leaders 
and institutions, from its social and political stability and from its 
understanding of and cooperation with the Arab family. Perhaps this can 

be achieved through the following principles and methods: 


A. Abolition of confessionalism in all fields, centers and private and 
public institutions, with the exception of the senate. 


B, Enactment of an anti-discrimination law embodying stiff penalties 
against violators. 


C. Creation of a senate with equal membership for the six largest Lebanese 
sects within the framework of a 50-50 proposition for Muslims and Christians, 
so as to provide guarantees to minorities who are worried about their fate 
and to participate with the Chamber of Deputies on a non-confessional 
national basis in deciding on basic and crucial issues such as amendment 

of the constitution, declaration of war and establishment of peace, approval 
of international treaties, enactment and amendment of personal statutes, 
protection of religious beliefs and general freedoms, nationality, the general 
budget, declaration of states of emergency, authorization to appoint board 
directors, presidents and general managers of public institutions and 
departments linked with the premiership, organization of public authorities, 
administrative organizational regions, municipal law, organization of all 
branches of the armed forces, and senate electoral law. 


D. Modification of administrative organization by dividing Lebanon into 
13 regions, taking into account social homogeneity, behavorial compatibility 
and corresponding economic and pyschological circumstances. 
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E. Turning regions into electoral districts for the election of senate 
members. Every voter in these districts would have the right to elect 

only one candidate to fill the seats in each district. This arrangement, 
added to the factors of homogeniety, balance and psychological stability 

in delineating regions, is bound to translate adequately Lebanon's factional 
diversity within the senate and to confine it to one political body instead 
of generalizing it in all state institutions. 


F. Institution of direct popular presidential elections with a view to 
rendering the first office a symbol of national unity and a pivot for a 
central power, free of regional and factional pressures and for fair 
adjudication between differing viewpoints and in extraordinary circumstances. 


G. Voting through public referendums on all bills pertaining to the 
organization of public authorities or regions or to the enactment of 
legislation related to the freedom of expression, belief, religion and 
assembly or concerning authorization to ratify agreements and treaties 
that are bound to have an influence on the conduct of business in state 
institutions. 


H. Voting on constitutional amendment bills, whether originating with the 
president of the republic, with cabinet approval, or chamber of deputies 
and senate members, in a public referendun. 


Third, reformation of public authorities and realization of a balance 
between them. Balance among authorities is an extremely important concept 
in constitutional law. Its importance lies in its being a guarantee of 
non-domination by one power over another because each of the executive 
legislative and judicial powers has its own special jurisdictions which 

it assumes, independent of each other. If one power were to seize or 
infringe upon the jurisdiction of another power, the balance of the whole 
political body would be upset, confusion would set in, and control and 
responsibilities would be lost. 


However, the concept of balance of powers in Lebanon takes on added 
Significance. It is not only a guarantee for non-domination of one power 
over another, but also non-domination of a denomination over another. 


Public jobs and positions, when you come right down to it, are the men that 
fill them. If one of those men is privileged or bigotted, this reflects 
on public opinion and gives way to the belief that the denomination to 
which he belongs is practicing and profiting from such bigotry. 


Herein lies the importance of balance of public powers. It not only 
guarantees the health of the political body but the health of the political 
community as well. It is a guarantee for the state and for national 
integration at the same time. 


However, balance of public powers alone is not enough because, while it 
achieves a kind of equality among powers at the center, it does not abolish 
the center's monopoly of power at the expense of the regions. Therefore, 
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in the interest of the democracy, it is essential to reallocate mandatory 
powers between the center and the regions in such a way as to ensure the 
center's efficacy on basic issues important to the country as a whole and 
the efficacy of the regions in issues directly related to them which cannot 
be dealt with away from their milieu and environment. Treatment of this 
matter perhaps lies in the adoption of developmental administrative 
decentralization essentially comprising a measure of policital decision- 
making power to be vested in provinces in non-national, that is, non- 
universal, issues and matters. Hence, a formula emanating from Lebanon's 
peculiarity and aimed at reconciling balanced central authorities assuming 
the burdens of basic universal issues, on the one hand, and regional 
authorities assuming the burdens of regional issues, on the other, must 

be found with a view to enhancing national integration, efficacy and 
productivity while impeding the slide towards more discrimination, 
alienation and division. In brief, what is needed is conciliation between 
the prerequisites of unification and the reality of diversity. 


In light of the above, it is obvious that it is quite difficult to borrow 
a ready-made constitutional concept or a complete political system for 
application in Lebanon. The forumla that best suits Lebanon will indeed 
be a Lebanese one, that is, emanating from Lebanon's peculiarity and 
uniqueness and capable of developing in accordance with its needs in 
light of experimentation and experience. 


Perhaps this could be accomplished through the following concepts and 
methods: 


A. Establishment of integral democracy which means achievement of 
integration between the center and the regions through democracy. Since 
most Lebanese regions encompass a majority of a particular doctrinal hue, 
integral democracy is bound to realize integration not only between the 
center and the regions, but between the denominations as well. 


B. Bestowing upon the center or the central authority universal sovereign 
powers and jurisdiction in the various fields, and upon regional authorities 
limited jurisdiction in certain fields, provided that regions exercise 

their jurisdiction independent of the central authority. If the center or 
central authority wished, in view of its universal sovereign power, to 
exercise a significant regional prerogative, that prerogative becomes a joint 
jurisdiction of both authorities to be implemented, within the region's 
scope, by the regional authority itself, with the exception of some 
prerogatives whose implementation are left to agencies of the central 
authorities, such as defense, national security and comprehensive national 
development, etc. 


C. Bolstering political and national integration between the center and 

the regions by making Lebanon a single electoral district for the 
presidental and parliamentary elections. This arrangement would steer the 
people in the various regions towards facing common issues in a common arena 
and promote the establishment of political bi-lateralism in the country by 
political forces hovering around two principal axes: the president-elect 
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and his winning (and losing) associates, that is, an opposition bloc. 

This requires at first, indeed it leads to, the emergence of a wide-ranging 
coalition of political blocs at the national level that transcends confessional 
boundaries and narrowly-based parties in order to confront burdens and 
challenges stemming from a broader electoral district. There is no doubt 

that broad coalitions, just like the constitutional bloc, the national bloc 

and the Shahabi course, are symptoms of health in Lebanon's political history 
due to their being non-confessional universal blocs. 


D. Development of the traditional distribution of presidential positions 
toward concurrence to elect a Christian for the presidency, provided that all 
the aforementioned reforms, rules and political and electoral arrangements 

are emploved and all other presidential positions are free of any restrictions 
or considerations, leaving them free to engage in the political game. 

Electing a Christian to the presidency is an act of faith in Arabism as 

a national bond and in Lebanon's adherence to its concept by electing a 
Christian to head an Arab state which would reassure all Christians all 

over the great Arab homeland. 


E. A provision that a presidential candidate must not only get a majority 
of votes but also a majority of votes in no less than half the total regions 
Plus the central region. If this cannot be done in the first round, the 
president is elected in a joint senate parliamentary session by a two-thirds 
majority. 


F. The president and the council of ministers assume the burdens of the 
executive power. 


G. The prime minister would be named by parliament and the president would 
issue a decree ratifying parliament's choice. 


H. The president's right to dismiss the government would be restricted by 
two conditions: the prime minister's approval or resignation of more than 
half of the cabinet members. 


[. The president's right to dissolve parliament would be restricted by two 
conditions: 


--Parliament's rejection of the entire general budget with a view to 
paralyzing the government; and 

-~Parliament's withholding of a vote of confidence in the government twice 
in one vear. 


|. Holding of positions both in the cabinet and the parliament would be 
prohibited, save for the prime minister. 


K. Realization of full autonomy for the judicial power by making the supreme 


judicial council the sole competent authority for appointing, transferring, 
promoting and terminating judges. The minister of justice's authority would 
be limited to directing the offices of the prosecutor general. The supreme 
judicial council would be invested with the authority to introduce laws and 
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regulations related to raising the standards of the judicial system and would 
be granted the right to challenge the constitutionality of laws and regulations 
before the supreme constitutional court and to select its members by direct 
secret ballot once every 4 years. 


L. Establishment of i supreme court to consider cases related to the 
constitutionality of laws, decrees, regulations and legal measures and 
charges brought against the president and the [prime] minister in accordance 
with the constituticn. However, plaintiffs must be from among common law 
persons or from among natural or artificial [i.e., judicial] persons. 

The supreme judicial council would have the right to challenge or prosecute 
cases before this court. 


M. The jurisdiction of military tribunals would be limited to crimes committed 
by military personnel, and military participation in military justice agencies 
and bodies would be regulated. The work of military and field tribunals would 
be limited to times of war only. 


N. Judicial police officers would be directly under the judicial power. 


Fourth, the democratic reform of popular representation and enhancement of 
true democratic freedoms mean alternation of power. There can be no democracy 
with monopoly of power by an individual, group or party. One of the drawbacks 
of our Lebanese system is that, ever since independence at least, parliamentary 
representation has been a privilege of a limited group of Lebanese who inherit 
their deputyship and monopolize rule, thus preventing the emergence of new 
leaderships able to alternate powers among themselves. Perhaps this is due 

to the electoral law that does not at all encourage the development of a party 
system and that favors political feudal lords, financiers and instigators of 
confessional bigotry. Herein lies the importance of an electoral based on 

the following principles: 


Abolition of political sectarianism, making all of Lebanon one electoral 
district; adoption of the system of proportional representation, provided 
that seat distribution is confined to the four slates that win the most votes, 
one deputy for every 30,000 citizens; lowering the voting age to 18 years; 
adoption of the electoral ticket; securing polls in residential areas; 
employment of free and equal time in official mass media for election 
campaigns; regarding bribery as a felony and instituting stiff penalties; 
amendment of parliament's by-laws to establish firmly the principle of 
parliamentary blocs; establishment of a higher judicial committee to oversee 
elections and settle appeals; abolition of financial guarantees; placing 
deputies under the control of the audit office; allowing the freedom of 
forming political parties and blocs; and removing the un-democratic 
restrictions limiting the freedom of the press and the media. 


However, in order to avoid political fragmentation, the following rules must 
be adopted in the application of the proportional representation system: 


--Any slate that fails to win 10 percent of the vote would not get any seats. 








--Distribution of seats would be limited to the 4 slates that win the highest 
number of votes. 


--Seats that remain unfilled after the distribution of seats on the winning 
slates would be filled by giving the slate that got the highest fraction 
the first remaining seat, the slate with the second highest fraction the 
second seat, and so on until all seats are filled. 


These arrangements would reduce competing forces by incorporation or coalition 
and diminish the fragmentation that has plagued parliament and blocked 
formation of a majority and a minority essential for the sound performance 

of the parliamentary system. 


Fifth, adoption of developmental administrative decentralization and backing 
local government. This principle may be realized through the following rules 
and methods: 


A. Dividing the republic into 12 administrative regions, in addition to the 
central region (the capital area), as follows: 


1. A central region composed of the capital, Beirut, and its metropolitan 
area, that is, from al-Mawt River [Nahr al-Mawt] in the north to al-Dawhah 
and Harit al-Na‘imah in the south, and from the seashore in the west to 
al-Mukallis, al-Kahhalah, Bdadun, Humal, B'abda, al-Hadath, Wadi Shahrur, 
Kfar Shima, al-Shuwayfat, and Dayr Qawbal in the east, including Burj Hammud, 
Sinn al-Fil, Furn al-Shubbak, ‘Ayn al-Rummanah, al-Shiyah, al-Ghubayri, 

Harat Hurayk, Burj al-Barajinah and Hayy al-Sallum. The western al-Biqa'’ 
district would belong to the central region because it includes a huge 
developmental project (al-Qar'un Lake and Dam and the electric power plants), 
and so would Beirut-Damascus road up to the Syrian borders. 


2. Tripoli - al-Dunayyih - ‘Akkar region 

3. Zgharta - Bisharri region 

4. al-Kurah - al-Batrun region 

5. Jubayl - Kasrawan region 

6. Al-Matn al-Shamali [Northern al-Matn] region 

7. Southern Mount Lebanon region (upper Matn, ‘Alayh and al-Shuf) 

8. Sayda - Shahim region (al-Kharrub towns and villages) 

9. The southern region (from Sayniq River in the north to the borders in the 
south, including the al-Zahrani villages and the districts of al-Nabatiyah, 


Sur, Bin Jbayl and the ‘Amil mountain villages). 


10. Jazzin - Marj "Uyun region (including al-Tuffaz region villages in Sidon 
district, with al-Miyah Wa Miyah and Maghdushah). 
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10. 





Wadi al-Tim region (Hasbayah and Marj ‘Uyun districts). 
Zahlah region (the city of Zahlah plus district villages). 
Ba‘ labakk-al-Hirmil region (the districts on Ba'labakk and al-Hirmil). 
Each region would have the following jurisdictions: 
Maintenance of public order and law. 

Police, including municipal police. 

Prisons and regional reformatories. 

Local government, that is, municipal affairs. 

Public health: hospitals and regional clinics. 

Aid for the elderly and the handicapped. 

Cemeteries and graveyards. 

Regional libraries and museums. 

Transportation, roads and regional bridges. 


Agriculture, agricultural education, poultry-farming and protection of 


animal resources. 


ll. 


12. 


Water, water resources and regional shores. 


Real estate within the boundaries of general rules legislated by the 


central authority. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19, 


20. 


21. 


Forests and woodlands 

Fisheries 

Protection and regulation of regional mineral resources. 
Regional industry and trade. 

Institutions and equipment for energy and fuel distribution. 
Economic and social planning for the region. 

Markets and fairs. 

Bureau of standards 


Hotels and tourist facilities. 
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22. Theatres, movies, night clubs and athletic fields. 
23. Gambling and wagering. 
24. Alcoholic drinks. 


25. Salaries, allowances and compensation for the region's employees and 
workers. 


26. Works and real estate owned or held by the region. 

27. The region's public utilities, institutions and administrations. 

28. Taxes and fees on agricultural land and developed properties. 

29. Fees on electric power consumption. 

30. Business, professional and income taxes. 

31. Fees on ads other than newspaper, movie and TV ads. 

32. Entertainment taxes in general. 

33. Adulteration of foodstuffs and other commodities. 

34. Regional charitable pnbeakiiee, welfare and religious crganizations. 
35. Regional statistics. 

36. keal estate acquisition for regional and public works. 

37. Price control. 

38. Fines imposed on violation of regional laws and regulations. 

(Most of these jurisdictions are included in the [existing] municipal law.) 
C. Legislative power within the confines of jurisdictions cited in Paragraph 
B would be assumed by a regicnal council composed of the region's mayors. 
Regional council sessions, bodies and modus operandi would be regulated by 
law. 

D. The central authority, by virtue of its universal sovereign powers, 
would have the right te exercise any jurisdiction falling in the region's 
bailiwick in accordance with a law. Any law issued by the central authority 


would be legally valid and supercede any other regional law or regulation. 


E. Central and regional authorities may exercise the same jurisdiction, in 
which case tt would be a joint jurisdiction regulated by law. 
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F. Executive power in the region would be a sumed by a governor appointed 
by the central authority fcom among regional council members by cabinet 
decree. The governor may b- i movea the same *:). 


G. The regional council would have the right to establish, organize and run 
executive badies to assist the governor. 


H. The supreme constitutional court would render judgment in disputes 
between the region and the central authority. 


I. Each city, town and village would have a municipality. A municipality 

is a local government of a general character and a moral personality enjoying 
administrative and fiscal autonomy. The regional authority may not take its 
place save for certain extraordinary situations prescribed by law. 


J. All administrations, public institutions and municipalities in the region 
would be subject to deferred control [audit] by the central authorities 
audit office. 


Ways to unify the country and to build the state in the from of integral 
democracy. 


Proposed innovations, reforms, methods and principles would be pointless 
if Lebanon did not reclaim its political unity and the state its 
administrative unity, and if the country did not liberate its territory 
from the occupation of foreign armies. For this to be achieved, the 
president of the republic must first initiate an agreement with leaders 

of the country and representatives of active forces to hold a national 
reconciliation conference and agree on a table of priorities for pressing 
national issues and tasks. The charter reached by the national conference 
could form the basis of a program for an expanded national unity government 
that would assume, in difficult transitional circumstances, the role of a 
mini-parliament able to determine, through legislative decrees, necessary 
rules for dealing with pressing issues agreed upon in the aforementioned 
national conference charter. Perhaps in the forefront of these issues 

is the enactment of a constituent assembly electoral law encompassing the 
above-proposed electoral reforms. As soon as evacuation of foreign armies 
is achieved and security established, a constituent assembly in charge of 
drawing up a new constitution for Lebanon would be elected. It is preferred 
that the new constitution include reforms and innovations, approved in 
broad terms by the parliament in advance, and other reforms submitted by 
constituent assembly members, political parties, intellectuals, 
constitutional legists and social and political scientists, 


12502 
cso: 4404/118 


63 








AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET AID FOR AFGHAN PROJECTS REPORTED 
Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 4 Dec 83 p 6 


[Text] Moscow, 2 Dec--More than 80 projects have been built in Afghanistan 
with the Soviet Union's economic assistance. These are electric power 
plants and manufacturing facilities, highways, bridges, houses and schools. 
At the present time the Soviet Union and Afghanistan are jointly carrying 
out 90 more economic projects in Afghanistan where Soviet and Afghan workers 
and engineers are working hand in hand. 


Bilateral economic cooperation rests on a sound foundation of inter- 
governmental agreements. The Soviet Union and Afghanistan are to mark 

the fifth anniversary of the treaty of friendship, goodneighbourliness 

and cooperation. This document became a milestone on the road of expanding 
Soviet-Afghan relations in different fields, including economic cooperation. 
Business contacts are developing in different sectors of the economy: housing 
construction, oil, gas and chemical industries, agriculture, transport and 
geological prospecting.--NAB/TASS 


CSO: 4600/202 
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AFGHANISTAN 


RESISTANCE ELEMENTS REPORTEDLY EXECUTED IN KABUL 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 7 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text] Islamabad, Pakistan (AP)--Two Islamic Mujahideen convicted of 
killing a Defense Ministry official have been executed in Kabul, 
Afghanistan's state-run radio said Monday. 


Radio Kabul, in a broadcast monitored here, identified the government 
worker as Mohammed Hanif but did not say what rank he held and how and 
when he was killed. 


Western diplomats in Islamabad, Pakistan's capital, said Hanif's name 
dees not appear on any lists of senior Defense Ministry officials, indicating 
he held a mid-level position in the Soviet-backed government. 


The radio, in its Pushtu-language broadcast, identified the two as Mohammed 
Gulab and Ainud Din and said they were "chieftains" of the Gulbidin Hekmetyar 
guerilla group. 


It did not say when the sentences were carried out. 

It added that seven others were given prison terms ranging from six to 18 
years after confessing to "banditry, forging documents and terrorizing 
people.” 

Meanwhile, as many as 30 Afghan government troops were slain by anti-Commu- 
nist guerillas last week in heavy fighting in Kandahar, Afghanistan's second 
largest city, an Afghan exile leader reported Saturday. 

Saed Mohammad Maiwand quoted a traveller arriving from Kandahar as saying 

an Indian immigrant merchant also was killed in the exchange of gunfire 


between government forces and rebels in downtown Kandahar. 


The bodies of the slain soldiers reportedly remained on the ground for 
three hours before they were carried away by troops. 


CSO: 4600/203 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER 
Report on Trudeau Banquet Speech 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in nglish 21 Nov 83 pl 


[Text] Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau said in Dhaka on Sunday 
night that Bangladesh had achieved progress since its independence and "there 
is solid evidence of social progress and an increasing economic strength," re- 
ports BSS. 


Speaking at a banquet hosted in his honour by the Chief Martial Law Adminis- 
trator, Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad, at Bangabhaban, Prime Minister Trudeau said, 
Canadians were pleased to note that local, presidential, and then parliamen- 
tary elections were scheduled over the next year. 


Begum Roushan Ershad, DCMLAs Ministers, heads of diplomatic missions and high 
civil and military officers were present on the occasion. 


He observed that the Government of Gen. Ershad was currently pursuing a "far- 
sighted programme" to improve administrative efficiency by placing greater 
responsibility in the hands of the local authorities. 


Premier Trudeau pointed out that the Canadians were "impressed" by the commit- 
ment of the Bangladesh authorities to evolve a long-range development program- 
me aimed at materially increasing the living standard of the poor. 


"We have also noted your government's enlightened adoption of programmes which 
will allow wome to fulfil an increasingly vital and productive role in meeting 
your country's development challenges". 


The Canadian leader said that he was encouraged by the co-operation and sup- 
port accorded by the Bangladesh Government to both Bangladesh and Canadian 
non-governmental organisations. 


"It is in recognition of these impressive efforts that Canada provides sub- 
stantially more development assistance in volume to Bangladesh than we provide 
to any other country". 


Premier Trudeau assured that his coutry would maintain a very high level of 
participation in Bangladesh's development programme. 











Referring to the trade relations between Dhaka and Ottawa the Canadian leader 
said that it must increase in both directions. 


In this context he said, "I am conscious of the positive role which the inter- 
national jute agreement to which Canada is a signatory, can play in enhancing 
the prospects for your largest export item." 


Premier Trudeau observed that the recent measures taken by the Bangladesh Gov- 
ernment to liberalize the economy and to stimulate the private sector should 
offer greater scope for the involvement of Canadian companies in a number of 
sectors including joint ventures. 


He said every Bangladeshi and every Canadian was an equal shareholder in the 
future destiny of the world "we must consequently seek new forms of coopera- 
tion based on the skills and resources of both developed and developing coun- 
tries if we are to create a more prosperous global community." 


Mr. Trudeau referred to the speech of CMLA Gen. Ershad at the 1982 United 
Nations special session on disarmament and said ‘you asserted so eloquently 
that the human race would perish if it fails to become a community in the full 
sense of that world and that for the sake of all mankind we must work together 
to avoid an international catastrophy" 


He said that he was looking forward to further consultations with Gen. Ershad 
and other Commonwealth colleagues during the forthcoming Commonwealth summit 
in New Delhi. 


The Canadian leader said ‘we must make the attempt to reverse the ominous 
trends and reduce levels of tension so that we can bequeath to our children a 
more prosperous and less perilous heritage". 


Text of Ershad Banquet Speech 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Nov 83 p 4 
[Text] Following is the text of the speech delivered by Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad, 
Chief Martial Law Administrator at the banquet hosted by him in hononur Pierte 
Elliott Trudeau Prime Minister of Canada on November 20. 
Right Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 
Excelliencies and 
Distinguished Guests, 
It is indeed a happy and memorable occasion for me personally and for the Gov- 
ernment and the people of Bangladesh to have Your Excellency Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau and the distinguished members of your delegation in our 


midst this evening. We have immense pleasure in extending to you a very warm 
welcome and to wish you a pleasant and fruitful stay in our country. 
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Excellency, 


The relations between Bangladesh and Canada, notwithstanding the geographical 
distance, have developed smoothly, steadily and satisfactorily since the es- 
tablishment of diplomatic ties more than a decade ago. The close and cordial 
ties that bind our two Commonwealth countries iiave been reinforced by our nu- 
merous shared ideals, interests and commitments. The Government and the peo- 
ple of Bangladesh deeply appreciate the valuable assistance which the friendly 
Government of Canada has so generously extended for the economic and social 
development of our country. 


We, in Bangladesh, have profound admiration for you, Mr. Prime MInister, as a 
distinguished world leader who has been an ardent advocate for human rights, 
justice, and above all, bridging the gap between the developed and the devel- 
oping countries. As an eminent political scientist and scholar, you have 
earned great esteem at home and abroad. You represent a leading country of 
the world which has not only a glorious past but also a brilliant present and 
a bright future. We also have deep admiration for the moral and spiritual 
ideals and values that your great country symbolises and the tremendous pro- 
gress achieved by the Canadian people in all fields. I am confident that the 
industrious and dedicated peopie of Canada, under you wise, inspiring and dy- 
namic leadership with continue their onward march to usher in a new era of un- 
precedented peace, progress and prosperity 


Mr. Prime Minister, 


Bangladesh has traversed through a period of critical challenges and national 
reappraisal. Twelve years have elapsed since our independence. These have 
been difficult years and the future course is not going to be an easy one 
either. Nevertheless, we are facing the challenges with courage, determina- 
tion and a fortitude borne out of struggle and sacrifices, and we are making 
determined and sustained efforts for the attainment of a freer, fuller and 
more dignified life for our people. 


The present Government of Bangladesh have, since assumption of office nineteen 
months ago, single-mindedly devoted attention to the massive task of nation- 
building. Our commitment to the task of creating a strong, stable and self- 
reliant Bangladesh is total. Our objective to derive the maximum social and 
economic benefits for the people is unequivocal. With this objective in mind, 
we have taken effective steps to streamline and decentralise the administra- 
tion to take it to the doorsteps fo rural Bangladesh consisting of about 
68,000 villages where 90 per cent of our people live. Under this system, the 
'Upazila', the Sub-District, will be the basic unit of administration. An 
elected Chairman will supervise the work of the Upazila Council comprising 
elected members anda teamof official representing the nation building agen- 
cies This will ensure the common people's rightful and meaningful participa- 
tion in the decision-making process and development activities at the grass- 
roots level with the help of their chosen representatives. Side by side, we 
have restructured and decentralised the High Court of Judicature to make the 
administration and dispensation of justice speedy and effective. 
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With the objective of ensuring an erly return to real and people's democracy, 
we have scheduled a programme which will begin with the elections at the local 
levels in a few weeks time to be completed by March 1984. The Presidential 
elections will be held on May 24, 1984 and elections to the Pzerliament will be 
held on November 25, 1984. 


Excellency, 


Bangladesh strictly adheres to an independent foreign policy based on a 
principled stand, arising out of her abiding commitment to the principles of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, the Charter of the Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence, the ideals of the Commonwealth and the principles and objectives en- 
shrined in the United Nations Charter. We are committed to the cause of peace 
Stability and progress all over the world. It is our firm conviction that 
only through persistent endeavours we can create a more peaceful, secure and 
equitable world order. 


As we cherish and strive for peace, we cannot but express our deep concern and 
dismay at the rapid escalation of international tension endangering peace and 
security in the world. We are deeply concerned over the continued presence of 
foreign troops in Kampuchea and Afghanistan and reiterate our call for a po- 
litical solution based on an immediate and unconditional withdrawal of foreign 
troops and allowing the peoples of these two countries to decide their own 
destiny without any external interference and intervention. 


The situation in West Asia continues to remain explosive because of Israel’: 
continued occupation of Arab land through repeated aggression. We reiterate 
our firm belief that a lasting peace in the region can be achieved only on the 
basis of complete and unconditional withdrawal of Israel from all the occupied 
Arab territories including the Holy City of Jerusalem, realisation of the 
legitimate and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people including their 
rights to a sovereign and independent state of their own in their homeland 
under the leadership of the PLO, their sole and legitimate representative, and 
the restoration of Al Quds Al Sharif to Islamic sovereignty. 


In line with our policy of support for the Lebanese people's efforts to safe- 
guard their independence and sovereignty under their legally constituted Gov- 
ernment, we welcome the recent agreement to start a national dialogue among 
the parties concerned. It is our sincere hope that the spirit and understand- 
ing that prompted such initiatives will further contribute to the preservation 
of peace, unity and sovereignty of Lebanon. 


The conflict between Iran and Iraq continues to cause us deep anguish and con- 
cern. We, on our part, reaffirm our pledge to continue to make all possible 
endeavours to bring this tragic conflict to an end. 


In keeping with our principled stand of opposing imperialism, colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism and domination in any form or manifestation, we have 
consistently condemned the apartheid policy of South Africa and her premedi- 


tated aggression against neighbouring countries We reaffim our support for 
the South African and Namibian people's heroic struggle for freedom and 
justice. 
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Just as we seek and cherish peace globally, we have been making unremitting 
endeavours to create an atmosphere of goodwill, trust end mutual understanding 
in our own neighbourhood. Our conscious plan and efforts for a structured 
mulcisectoral South Asian Regional Cooperation have produced most gratifying 
results so far. The First Foreign Minister level Meeting of seven South Asian 
countries held in Delhi in August this year has adequately demonstrated that 
our combined endeavours have resulted in the formal launching of the Programme 
for Regional Cooperation and strengthened the foundation for a self-sustaining 
mutually beneficial cooperation in South Asia. 


The growing incidence of super-power rivalry in the Indian Ocean continues to 
impinge directly into our region. We, therefore, reiterate our support for 
the UN Resolution on declaration of Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace and the 


holding of the proposed International Conference on Indian Ocean in the near 
future. 


Mr. Prime Minister, 


The continuing crisis in the global economic situation is causing us much con- 
cern. It is unmistakably clear that the existing international economic 
structure is unable to meet the requirements of either the developed or the 
developing nations. It needs no reiteration that the world today has become 
an interdependent economic unit. We all depend for our liveliheod and 
development on a settled economic order and a prosperous world economy. How- 
ever the development efforts of the Third World countries have been seriously 
impeded by an unfavourable international economic environment While we are 
making endeavours to promote South South Cooperation, we earnestly seek con- 
structive and meaningful cooperation of the developed countries in finding 
practical solutions to the global economic problems. We deeply appreciate 
your constructive and unremitting efforts in this regard and recall your 
statesmanship at the Cancun Summit of 1981 It is my sincere hope that Bangla- 


desh and Canada will closely cooperate with each other for the realisation of 
this goal. 


Before I conclude I wish to express my confidence that Your Excellency's cur- 
rent visit to Bangladesh will make a significant contribution to the further 
deepening and widening of the bonds of friendship and cooperation between our 
two Commonwealth countries in the years ahead to the mutual benefit of our two 
peoples. 

Excllencies and Distinguisshed Guests 


May IL now propose a toast: 


--to the health, happiness and long life if the Right Honourable Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau; 


--to the continued progress and prosperity of the friendly people of 
Canada and 


--to the everiasting friendship between Bangladesh and Canada. 
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Ershad, Trudeau Talks 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 Nov 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] The CMLA Lt. Gen. H M Ershad, and Canadian Prime Minister Pierre El- 
Liott Trudeau discussed bilateral matters and regional and international is- 
sues of mutual concern at the formal talks between the two countries at 
Bangabhaban here yesterday afternoon, reports BSS. 


The talks, held in an atmosphere of utmost cordiality and understanding, lLas- 
ted for over an hour during which, the two leaders also discussed north-south 
issues and explained their respective positions, a Foreign Office spokesman 


said. 


He said, the CMLA apprised Premier Trudeau of the reformative measures taken 
by the present government to improve the quality of Life of the people and 
said as a result of the hard work of the last 18 months the economy of the 
country had started showing up. 


Welcoming the Canadian Prime Minister the CMLA expressed the hope that his 
(Trudeau) visit would further cement and consolidate the bonds of friendship 
between Bangladesh and Canada. 


fhe Canadian Prime Minister expressed his admiration for the way the CMLA was 
tackling and solving the very difficult problems facing Bangladesh. He said 
that enormous problems such as vast population in a small land, poor standard 
life of people did not seem to break his spirit. 


[t shows the sense of dedication of the people and their resolve to tackle 
problems. 


Mr Trudeau in particular mentioned the CMLA's decision to set in motion demo- 
cratic process by holding elections, and his steps to decentralize the admin- 
istration judiciary and agriculture and said these were all very admirable 


Steps. 


Premier Trudeau said that at his meeting with the Canadian business community 
here he had noticed a great deal of respect for the CMLA and his government. 
He also Dwelt on North-Soyth issues and East-West peace initiative. 


[he Canadian Prime Minister extended an invitation to the CMLA to visit Can- 
ida. The invsitation was accepted wiht pleasure. 

fhe Foreign Minister Mr AR Shams-ud Doha, the Finacee Minister Mr AM A Muhith 
ind the Agriculture Minister Mr. A Z M Obaidullah Khan also made presentation 
on foreign policy north-south issues and economic planning and agriculture 
policy respectively. 


Earlier, prior to formal talks the CMLA and the Canadian Prime Minister met 
exclusively tor sometime. 
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Grant Agreements Signed 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] Canada will provide Bangladesh a total of Taka 174.56 crore equiva- 
lent to 87.28 million Canadian dollars as grant under three separate memoranda 
of understanding signed in Dhaka yesterday. 


Visiting Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau and CMLA Lt. General 
Ershad immediately after their formal talks signed the memoranda of under- 
standing on behalf of their respective countries at Bangabhaban. 


The grant will be utilised for supply of industrial commodity to Bangladesh 
from Canada and help implement both the agro-industrial and rural development 
programmes in Bangladesh. 


Under the memoranda, Canada will supply essential industrial commodities like 
aluminium, copper, sulpher, pulp and zinc under the industrial commodity grant 
agreement for three years from 1983 to 86. The grant will also increase the 
budgetary source of Bangladesh for development purposes and provide balance of 
payment support. 


For agro-industrial programme, Canada will provide approximately taka 31.80 
crore for four years for the use of purchase of equipment, spares, and related 
services and for training in priority sectors. 


For rural development programme in Bangladesh, Canada will provide a total 
amount of approximately Taka 41.76 crore along with other donors like IDA, 
UNDP and, the United Kingdom for a period of five years for various employment 
generating projects in the rural areas. 


It may be mentioned here that Canada has been assisting Bangladesh in varicus 

fields of development activities since its independence in 1971. All Canadian 
assistance comes as grant and Bangladesh is the largest recipient of Canadian 

bilateral assistance. 


Foreign Minister A R Shams ud-Doha, Finance and Planning Minister AM A 
Muhith, Agricultural Minister Obaidullah Khan and Canadian Under Secretary for 
External Affairs M Masse and Vice President of CIDA A. R. Wright were present 
when the two leaders signed the memoranda at the conference room of 
Bangabhaban. 
Trudeau Press Conference 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 Nov 83 ppl, 8 

[Text] Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau said here yesterday he expected 
the bilateral cooperation to grow more intensively in future, particularly in 
the fields of transportation, agriculture and food resources, reports BSS. 
Addressing a press conference after singing three agreements and formal talks 
with the CMLA Lt Gen HM Ershad, the Canadian Premier said the priority of 
sectors the cooperation would depend on the Bangladesh government. 
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Mr Trudeau said he had wide-ranging discussions on international issues and 
bilateral cooperation. The international issues include the East-West rela- 
tions Kampuchea Afghanistan, Middle East and other such trouble spots, he 
said. 


The Premier said the Canadian aid available to Bangladesh not to be necessar- 
ily spent in three sectors of transportation, agriculture and food. We are 
pursuing discussions on the cooperation, he added. 


Mr Trudeau, however, said the businessmen of his country whom he met earlier 
in the day had wide-ranging interests that included vaccine institution, en- 


gineering interests and energy but "your government will determine the 
priority.” 


The Canadian leader said, his discussions here included the Bangladesh plans 
on investment needs, agricultural reforms and Dhaka's point of view on bal- 
anced and development investment infrasturcture. 


The Canadian Premier said his talks covered world financial situation and ways 
on how to reform the institutions like IMF and World Bank. They also dis- 
cussed the international development assistance and the north-south dialogue. 


Mr Trudeau said the Commonwelth summit, due to begin in New Delhi Wednesday 
next, is likely to discuss the Middle East situation, Afghanistan, Kampuchea, 
the situation in Central America including Grenada and the state of worsening 
East-West relations. 


The Premier said, Namibia would also come up on the summit agenda and as a 
member of contact-group Canada would be called upon to state "what we have 
done or not done" and the prospect of solution of the problem. 


Canadian Prime Minister answered questions of the progreess cf his peace 


initiative to reduce East-West tension and said he was in communication with 


the Soviet Union on the issue. In the past few weeks he said he had talks 
with western leaders on it. 


CSO: 4600/1323 
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BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN OFFICE REFUTES INDIAN STATEMENT ON FENCES 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH CBSERVER in English 21 Nov 83 pp l, 12 


(Text] The Government on Sunday described as "not based on facts" the state- 
ments reportedly made in the Indian Parliament on Friday that Bangladesh did 
not protest against the proposal to construct a barbed wire tence along Indo- 
Bangladesh border reports BSS. 


Commenting on the reported statements a Foreign Office spokesman said that it 
was well known that the Pang]adesh Government at the highest level had already 
categorically ard publicly expressed concern at the Indian decision to erect 
the barbed wire fencing without even consulting a friend] y neighbouring 
country. 


He said Bangladesh rejected the idea as "it was not in keeping with the spirit 
‘f good neighbourly relations and condemned it because it would adversely 
affect the ties between the two countries and called upon the Government of 
India to refiain from erecting the barbed wire fence." 


ihe spokesman pointed out that Bangladesh Government had not been kept in- 
formed by the Indian Government about the proposal for construction of the 


barbed wire tencing. 
"lin tact the Bangladesh Government first came to know about it from newspaper 
reports’ he said adding that as neighbouring country Bangladesh should have 

been at least consulted before such a decision was taken by the Covernment of 


India. 


he spokesman expressed "deep concern and surprise" not only on the contents 
tf the statements which had been made without due regard to facts but also 


+ 


their timing when botn the countries were actively engaged in fostering a 


limate conducive to improving the bilateral relations between them. 
, , ' ° ’ ’ , . 1 
eiterating the Government s stand on the issue, the spokesman said that the 
° . - ° ' ° ’ . . . - 
erection of a barbed wire fencing "will run counter to the spirit of coopera- 
tion and could expose the existing friendly relations between the two coun- 
tries to avoidable strains." 


He said that there was no rationale tor the construction of the barbed wire 
tence particularly because various statements by the Indian authorrities had 


| e 


learly established that the so called infiltration by Bangladesh does not 














BANGLADESH 


EXPORTS SHORT OF TARGET FOR FISCAL YEAR FIRST QUARTER 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 24 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] The countries export trade performance, during the first quarter of 
the current fiscal year (July-September, 1983) fell short of the target. 


During the period, export receipts amounted to Tk 414.5 crore as against an 
average target of Tk. 437.5 crore while the target for the whole year was 
fixed at Tk 1700 crore. 


The shortfall mainly due to less export of raw jute and jute goods. Export of 
raw jute during the first quarter of the current fiscal totalled only 2.81 
lakh bales while this should have been at least 4.25 bales to meet the export 
target of 17 lakh bales of raw jute. 


The exports of jute goods totalled at 1.25 lakh tons as against the projected 
target of 1.36 lakh tons for the period under review. 


This year the production of raw jute in the country faced a serious setback. 
While the target was 60 lakh bales the actual production is expected to be 
only 60 percent. 


As a result the price of raw jute in the local market has an average increased 
by Tk. 175 to Tk. 290 per maund. It has ensured a favourable price-incentive 
at the grower's level but has discouraged the exporters. 


Tea 

Though, in terms of value, the exports of tea exceeded the target, in turns of 
quantity there was a shortfall of 2.69 million pounds. The country exported 
15.81 million pounds of tea during the period whereas the target for the 
period was set at 18.5 million pounds. 


The export earnings from tea increased substantially because the price of tea 
in the international market during the period increased considerably. 


CSO: 4600/1325 
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BANGLADESH 


DONORS TO ADP TOLD OF LOCAL CURRENCY SHORTFALL 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 26 Nov 83 ppl, 8 
[Article by Hassan Abul Quashem] 


[Text] Bangladesh yesterday called upon the foreign donors to take [word 
illegible] of the [word illegible] availability of local currency for the 
large number of projects under the Annual Development Programme (ADP) due to 
the massive inflow of capital for the administrative reforms. 


It has sought more financial assistance from the donor countries and agencies 
in different priority sectors. Bangladesh attached much importance to the 
communication and physical infrastructur and technical cooperation in the form 
of providing training to the Bangiadesh officials. 


The demand was placed in a meeting of the local consultation group of donors 
(word illegible] on November 24. The meecing was participated by UNDP, 
UNICEF, FAO, ADB, IMF, World Bank, Australia, USAID, Canada and others. It 
was attended by high-level goverr.nent officials from the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning, CMLA Secretariat. 


Bangladesh in a paper presented to the local consultation group of donors 
appraised the donors as to the shortage funds under aided and non aided fro- 
jects, according to a donor source. The paper was presented on "devolution of 
administrative powers and decentralisation of planning and development activ- 
ities at the upazila level". Cabinet Secretary Mr. M. M. Zaman presented the 
paper on behalf of the government. 


The paper described at length the administrative decentralisation programme 
and measures taken in the matter. It has also described the measures taken 
regarding the local Level planning and delegation of financial powers to the 
local authority. 


In the paper Bangladese said that a sizeable portion of the ADP allocation 
will be exclusively allocated to the upazilas by way of development assistance 
and construction of requisite physical infrastructure. The government has al- 
ready allocated a total of Taka 344.6 crore local currency exclusively for the 
development of upazilas during the current financial year. Out of the total 
amount Tk. 172.3 crore has been allocated for construction of physical 


/6 








facilities like essential office buildings, housing, water supply, sanitation 
electricity, and related services necessary for the efficient running of the 
upazila administration. 


In addition to that, a sum or Taka ’72.3 ccore has been allocated from the 
development assistance from the government to the upazila parishads so that 
they can take development projects in various sectors of the upazile economy 
in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Planning Commission. 


Bangladesh also apprised the donors that although the sume of Tk. 344.6 crore 
is inadequate for 460 upazilas in the context of present inflation situation, 
which represents 35 per cent of the projected revenue surplus of the govern- 

mert. The allocation for the upazila-subdistricts will be increased in terms 
of quantity in future. 


The statement was made by the government to the members of LCG with a view to 
acquainting the members of the salient features of devolution of administra- 
tive powers and the decentralisation of planning and development activities. 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD MEETS WITH SWAPO LEADER, ASSURES SUPPORT 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 26 Nov 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Nov 25 (BSS)--The CMLA Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad, today assured 
that Bangladesh would continue to extend fullest support to the people of 
Namibia in their struggle for independence. 


The assurance came during a meeting between the CMLA and the President of 
SWAPO, Dr. Sam Nujoma. 


Dr. Nujoma called on the CMLA at his Hotel suite here this afternoon. Foreign 
Minister Mr A. R. Shams-ud Doha was present on the occasion. The SWAPO Presi- 
dent apprised General Ershad of the latest sit ;ation with regard to Namibia. 


Gen. Ershad also assured the SWAPO leader that Bangladesh government would 
sympathetically consider to offer technical assistance to SWAPO specially in 
terms of scholarship for higher education in Bangladesh medical colleges. 


SWAPO President accepted an invitation by the DMLA to visit Bangladesh 
sometime in the first half of next year. 


The meeting between Gen. Ershad and Dr. Nujoma, both of whom are attending the 
on-going Commonwealth summit here was marked by utmost cordiality. 


Earlier, Gen Ershad offered his Juma prayer at Parliament Mosque in the Indian 
capital. 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD INTERVIEW WITH INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Nov 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] NEW DELHI Nov. 26--Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt. Cen. H. M. 
Ershad has said the Indian decision to construct a barbed wire fence along 
Indo-Bangladesh border has thrown up ‘avoidable irritants’ in otherwise 
friendly bilateral relations reports BSS 


Two countries should hold talks to sort out the differences on the issue, he 
told leading Indian daily the 'Indian Express’ in an interview published 
today. 


The CMLA suggested that talks could begin at foreign ministerial level and 
Subsequently at a higher level, if necessary, since the issue had come as a 
sudden ripple in the bilateral ties. 


Gen Ershad said the fence, even if it was put in Indian territory, sought to 
hurt the dignity of Bangladesh people since the so-called infiltration to 
India was a baseless allegation. 


The CMLA replied to a barrage of questions, ranging from different facets of 
bilateral ties to domestic situation and his plans in the country. 


The interview taken by the paper's Political Correspondent and Bureau Chief 
here yesterday, was the lead story today in the largest Indian newspaper 
chain. The paper also carried a photograph of the CMLA along the story. 


The CMLA's Press meeting with the Indian Express was part of his series of 
interviews he had with different news media on the last day of his stay in the 
Indian capital where he attended the opening and four executive sessions of 
on-going Commonwealth summit during the last three days. 


Gen Ershad gave an interview to the Indian television network 'Doordarshan' 
last night coveriny national regional and international issues. The TV inter- 
view is scheduled to be telecast tonight all over India. 


The CMLA's visit here, for the summit being attended by about 48 countries, 
had received particular attention in the Indian media which carried stories 
and photographs on his visit to the international trade fair centre on 
Thursday. 











Gen. Ershad spoke to the Indian Express about his talks with Indian Prime 

Minister Indira Gandhi here late last year and said the parleys helped set- 
tling up of a number of issues and increase cooperation in the formation of 
the joint economic commission and also the South Asian regional cooperation. 


Things moved smoothly until the reported Indian plans for constructing the 
fence, he said and urged India to realise the existence of discordant elements 
in the scheme. It is not an intractable problem and why a solution can not be 
found through talks he asked. 


The CMLA spoke about the accord on sharing Teesta waters and hoped New Delhi 
would implement the Tin Bigha agreement without further delay. 


Gen. Ershad mentioned his Government's development endeavours and said people 
were now veering around the commendable view of Government's performance. 


Indian news agency PTI adds In an interview with Delhi Doordarshan telecast 
tonight, Gen. Ershad favoured a summit meeting of the South Asian Regional 
Cooperation (SARC) for considering steps to lessen tensions in the region. 
Such a summit, he said, should be preceded by a ministerial level meeting. 


On the global economic issues now being debated by the Commonwealth leaders, 
General Ershad supported the middle course--of strengthening the existing 
international financial institutions. 


On the Caribbean developments, Gen Ershad said the countries of the region 
themselves did not favour the creation of a Commonwealth peace keeping force. 
Instead, they preferred their own regional security arrangements. 


He thought it would be desirable for the Commonwealth to consider some kind 

of a mechanism for ensuring the security and freedom of smaller member nations 
especially to meet possible future contingencies like the ones in Grenada and 
Cyprus. 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD TALKS TO PRESS ON RETURN FROM COMMONWEALTH MEET 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Nov 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad on his re- 
turn from New Delhi on Saturday after attending the Commonwealth Conference 
renewed his call to the politicians to maintain peace and stability for smooth 
democratic transition initiated by his Government. "I am always ready to dis- 
cuss with the politicians" he told. 


Talking to newsmen at Zia International Airport the CMLA said that it was the 
duty of all to help him in ensuring peaceful transfer of power which, he re- 
minded all never happened in the past. "Give me a chance to fulfil my pledge 
to the nation for peaceful transfer of power" he requested all concerned. He 
cautioned all that if his efforts for democratic transition failed due to lack 
of cooperation instability and violence would continue 


Referring to the programmes of different political parties the CMLA said that 
those were not correct ways to restore democracy in the country. He requested 
the politicians not to do anything that may hamper the peaceful completion of 
the OIC Foreign Ministers’ conference in Dhaka next month. He reminded all 
that the nation and country was above individual and none should do anything 
that may tarnish the image of the country. 


Pointing out the differences of opinion among the politicians for handing over 
of power the CMLA said that the country could no more afford any chaos and 
disturbance due to whims of the political leaders. In this regard he men- 
tioned about the demand of Begum Khaleda Zia to transfer power to Justice Sat- 
tar and Mr Tofael Ahmed's demand to hand over power to Awami League. He said 
that already the politicians were differing on their demands for transfer of 
power. He reiterated his advice to the politicians to participate in the 
election and try to win the verdict of the people instead of creating chaos 
and instability in the country. "The power will be transferred only through 
election" he asserted. 


Asked whether an elected government would be allowed to take over power the 

CMLA said that he was pledge bound to the nation to transfer power peacefully. 
He said "even if my party is not elected I shall hand over power to those who 
are elected by the people”. 
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Asked to comment on the statement given by former President Mr. Justice Abdus 
Sattar who accused him of betraying a constitutional government even after his 
oath placing hands on the Holy Quran, the CMLA said that he had not done any- 
thing against the constitution and he had not even abrogated the constitution 
Replying to Mr. Sattar's blame the CMLA said “he (Mr. Sattar) had handed over 
power to me and he had also wished me success”. 


In reply to a question the CMLA said that there was no censorship on the Press 
But he added under Martial Law sometimes advices were given to the Press which 
had been dishonoured many times. He requested the Press to prevail upon the 
politicians so that they maintain peace and security in the country. 


On the on-going Commonwealth summit in New Delhi which he attended from Novem 
ber 23 to November 25 the CMLA said that such conferences were useful and 
necessary. He said that such conference gave opportunity to member states to 
exchange views and share each other's opinion. He said that he was not in a 
position to talk about the outcome of the Delhi summit as the Commonwealth 
leaders were continuing their talks in Goa where they have gone on a retreat 
and the official communique of the conference would be announced after the 
summit on November 29. 


Asked whether he had cut short his programme at the Commonwealth conference to 
face the domestic problems in view of the programmes of the Opposition the 
CMLA said "not exactly for that". He said that his presence in the country 
now was needed as he could not attend to many official duties due to his US 
visit and the official visits of Queen Elizabeth II President Dr. Kenneth, 
Kaunda and Prime Minister Trudeau. 


In reply to a question the CMLA said that he had no bilateral talks with Mrs. 
Gandhi as his meeting with her was a "courtesy call". He said that in his in- 
terview with the Indian Express he had pointed out that the question of barbed 
wire fencing would strain the neighbourly relations between Bangladesh and 
India. He said that in the interview he had suggested a Foreign Minister- 
level talks on the issue which would be finally taken up at a summit level be- 
tween the two neighbours. He observed that till now there was no official 
communication between the two Governments on the barbed wire fencing. 


Asked to comment on Bangladesh's stand on Grenada the CMLA said that at the 
Commonwealth Conference he had heard the statements of the Caribbean countries 
who had hailed the US intervention in Grenada as a "rescue mission". "I find 
logic in their statement", he said. However, he added, Bangladesh had voted 
in the UN resolution for non-intervention. 


The CMLA said that he had advised the Commonwealth summit to listen to the 


views of Turkish Cypriot before a resolution on the issue was adopted. Gen. 
Ershad said that he had offered his good offices to mediate over the Cyprus 
issue. He hoped that the Commonwealth leaders would talk further on the issue 
in Goa. 

Gen. Ershad said that he had a meeting with the SWAPO leader Dr. Nujoma and he 
had reiterated Bangladesh's support to the struggling people of Namibia for 
the cause of their independence. 





The CMLA said that he had assured the SWAPO leader of possible financial help 
to the Namibian people in this regard 


On his arrival from the Trdian capital by a special flight of Bangladesh 
Biman, the CMLA was received at the airport by Deputy Chief Martial Law Admin- 
istrators Rear Admiral M. A. Khan and AirVice Marshal Sultan Mahmud. Members 
of the cabinet and high ranking military and civil officials and diplomats 
were present at the airport to greet the CMLA who was accompanied back home by 
Begum Raushan Ershad and Foreign Minister Mr. A R. Shams-ud Doha. The CMLA 
was given a guard of honour at the airport. 


Replying to a question, Gen. Ershad said as there is no last word in politics, 
many-things can be changed or new elements can be incorporated through discus- 
sions. "So I have invited the political leaders to settle defferences of 
opinion through discussions so that peace and order could be maintained to 
ensure our progressive march ahead." he added. 


He said discussions can be held at any time to reach a solution to any prob- 
lem. When asked about the manner he is contemplating for holding the discus- 
sions, he said "I am always available for discussions on any issue. We can 
discuss about the thoughts and ideas of the political parties especially when 
they themselves are differing on the question of transferring power to one or 
other of them." 
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BANGLADESH 


ZIA RAHMAN'S WIDOW SCORES ERSHAD REGIME 
26 Nov Speech in Tongi 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Nov 83 pp l, 12 


[Text] TONGI, Nov. 26--Leader of the seven-party allance Begum Khaleda Zia 
today called upon the Government to immediately concede to the demand for 
holding elections to parliament for peaceful transfer of power and establish- 
ing a representative government in the country reports ENA. 


Elections to Parliament alone would help create conditions for smooth transfer 
of power to the people's representatives Begum Zia said while addressing a 
public meeting here this afternoon 


In a strongly worded speech Begum Zia said her late husband President Ziaur 
Rahman was killed for destruction of democracy and for capturing power. She 
said democracy was a passion with Ziaur Rahman. She said the late President 
used to move among the rural masses throughout the length and breadth of the 
country strengthening the foundation of democracy. 


Khaleda Zia said it was a misfortune for the nation that subsequently the rep- 
resentative government headed by democratically elected President Justice Sat- 
ter was also toppled that brought an end to democracy in the country. 


Begum Zia said when the present leaders took over power they blamed that the 
democratically elected government had failed to resolve the economic problems, 
and maintain law and order in the country. 


But she asked could the present government remove the hardship of the people? 
Rather she said the distress of the people had deepened and law and order sit- 
uation had worsened. 

Begum Zia said the present government was ‘a failure’. She said it would be 
advisable for them to return to their ‘appropriate place’ because people had 
already expressed their disapproval to the present government by observing a 
spontaneous strike on November l. 


Begum Zia asked the government to accept the 5-point demand which includes 
withdrawal of Martial Law. She said the government has a reson to by-pass 











that demand because it had received the mandate of people through observance 
of country wide strike on November l. 


She called upon the people to join the November 28 sit-in strike to further 
intensify the movement for restoration of democracy. 


She alleged that the authorities had closed down mills and factories and 
forced the workers to attend a public meeting at Dhaka on November 17. But 
she regretted that it had confined the workers locking up factories and work- 
ers colonjes in Tongi belt to prevent them from attending alliance'’s meeting 
today. 


She said the Seven-Party Alliance had full support to the demand of the work- 
ing people and asked the government to fulfil those. 


The rally was also addressed by alliance leaders Shah Azizur Rahman, Kazi 
Zafar Nurur Rahman Huda Mirza and A.K M. Golam Rabbani. 


More Details on Speech 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 27 Nov 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] Begum Khaleda Zia, Senior Vice President of Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, yesterday said the motive behind the killing of late President Zaiur 
Rahman was only to capture power. She said with the killing of Ziaur Rahman 
Zia democracy was also killing and elected government was overthrown. 


Addressing a public meeting at Tongi on the Telephone Industries ground she 
said late Ziaur Rahman believed in the politics of production ‘ind loved his 
countrymen and especially the farmers and workers. 


Presided over by trade union leader Sirajuddin Sarkar the meeting was also 
addressed by Shah Azizur Rahman, Kazi Zafar Ahmed and others. 


<<] 


Begum Khaleda Zia said, many military coups had taken place on this land but 
time and again people had vented their dislike for military rule. Khaleda Zia 
said they wanted democracy with representative government. 


Begum Zia said the elected government was toppled on the that people's 
sufferings had increased ard law and order situation deteriorated. The situ- 
ation had in no way improved since then, she saica. 


Begum Khaleda Zia said that there was no press freedom in the country. She 
demanded equal share for the opposition In the national radio and television 
net works. 


While taking over power from the elected government, it was said that the gov- 
ernment was a failure, she said and remarked that the present government was a 
more miserable failure. She said army should be returned to their appropriate 
place in the barracks and called upon General Ershad to put off his uniform if 
he wanted to join politics. 











Kazi Zafar Ahmad, Chairman of United People's Party said that the government 
was creating an uncertain situation for the country. He said General Ershad's 
plan for a share of the army in the national politics would create problems 
that would entail demands for similar access to power by all other classes of 
the society which may not be met by the government. 


Kazi Zafar Ahmad said that time was ripe enough to decide once for all whether 
military rule will prevail or civilian rule will persist in the country. 


Kazi Zafar Ahmad also mentioned about the proposed government party and said 
that out of the party's central committee's six members three were director 
generals of the N.S.I. and D.F.I. and another was a general of the army. He 
said people would not forgive those who are collaborating with the present 
government and the proposed party. 
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DELEGATE TO UNGA SPEAKS ON AFGHANISTAN 


Ty 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Nov 83 p 2 


i\Text! UNITED NATIONS, Nov. 24 (PT1)--India counselled in the Genera! Assenm- 


bly yesterday a policy of "restraint and moderation" and a comprehensive ap- 
proach in seeking a political solution for the Afghanistan problem. 


The Indian delegate, M S Ramachandran, MP, said cold war posturing had served 
nly to aggravate tension and instability in the South-region and to give the 


problem an even larger and more dangerous dimension. 


the tragedy lies in that, instead ot seeking to address the issues squarely 


with a view to preserving the sovereignty and non-aligned status of 4Afyhani- 
tan, certain outside powers have enmeshed themselves in the dangerous web of 


international power play, based on outmoded doctrines of confrontation, and 
that the people of Afghanistan are being treated es pawns in this terrible 
! ime,’ he said. 

in previous years, India announced that it could not support the draft 
resolution proposed by Pakistan since the resolution emphasisec only one 
pect of the comprehensive solution while ignoring others which were « 
important. 


‘'r Ramachandran said the prospect for a satisfactory solution lay in the su 
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Afghanistan rejected the resolution, declaring it as "void" because it was an 
"interference in its internal affairs". 


The Pakistan Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub-Khan said he was gratified with 
the outcome which, he said, reflected the concern of the international commun- 
ity over the Afghanistan problen. 


Underlining the futility of the Assembly debate Mr Ramachandran, said that 
"the ritualistic declarations over the years have not really brought us any 


nearer to a solution. All that has happened is perhaps a greater inflexibil- 
ity of positions and lack of realism in attitude." 
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INDIA 


PRESS GIVES DETAILS ON COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT MEETING 
First Executive Session 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Nov 83 ppl, 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, November 23--CONCERNED over the escalation of the nuclear 
arms race, the Commonwealth heads of state at their first closed-door session 
today considered various initiatives to persuade the two superpowers to end 
their confrontation and halt the arms race. 


While every member shared this deep concern, the informal exchanges revealed 
divergent views on the existing nuclear order and the ways of approaching the 
superpowers. 


The Zambian President, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, wanted a summit-level team consist- 
ing of India, Australia, Canada and Nigeria to go to Washington and Moscow for 


this mission. "Let us tell the superpowers that the world does not belong to 
them", he declared. 


Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who chaired the session, asked the members to consider 
whether an appeal could be made to the superpowers to agree on one or two mea- 
Sures towards disarmament, to alleviate the current fears. A joint report by 


the Commonwealth could be sent to the U.N. on the status of the ne. lations, 
She said. 


The Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. Pierre Trudeau, who initiated the discussion, 
apprised the members of his own diplomatic efforts to try to halt the nuclear 
arms race through approaching the five weapon-states--the U.S., U.K., France 
USSR and China. 


Mrs. Trudeau has already met the British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret 
Thatcher, and the French President, Mr. Francois Mitterrand, in this connec- 
tion and plans to meet the leaders in Washington, Moscow and Beijing. 


Thatcher's Defence 
Dr. Kaunda said this major task should not be left to Mr. Trudeau alone and 
that other Commonwealth members should join in this endeavour. Mrs. Gandhi 


said a proper atmosphere was needed even for the superpowers to have meaning- 
ful negotiations on arms Limitation. 
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It could not be ascertained whether during this season, the leaders were aware 
of the Soviet Union walking out from the arms limitation talks in Geneva dur- 
ing the course of the day.) 


Interestingly, while Mr. Trudeau talked about his efforts to approach the five 
nuclear-—weapon states, the representatives of one, the U.K., was present. 

Mrs. Thatcher, however, struck a different note as she highlighted the secur- 
ity concerns of Western Europe. 


Mrs. Thatcher defended the deployment of nuclear weapons and said that it was 
these that had saved Europe from another war. She said she was all for dia- 
logue at all levels and efforts to bring about an understanding. In this con- 
nection, she referred to her forthcoming visit to Hungary. Hungary is the 
only East European country which has declined to deploy the Soviet SS-20 
missiles. 


This was not the only point »f divergence. When Mr. Trudeau spelled out some 
of his proposals for an agreement between the nuclear haves and have-nots as 
part of the overall efforts to reduce tensions and slow down thve nuclear arms 
race, the entire controersy over the nuclear non-proliferation treaty was re- 
vived at the forum. 


Mrs. Gandhi voiced the view of the nuclear hav-nots and said that India had 
strong reservations about the treaty which was unequal and discriminatory. 

She said India was committed to peace and non-proliferation but she was sur- 
prised that even the nuclear explosions for "peaceful purposes" were being ob- 
jected to. 


The issue came up unexpectedly when Mr. Trudeau in his speech said that the 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty deserved support. Eevn those opposing it 
Should lend their support to this treaty, he said. 


Mr. Trudeau had suggested a "bargain" between the nuclear and non-nuclear 
states with the former agreeing to a freeze and gradual reduction of nuclear 
weapons in return for a pledge from the latter not to make such weapons. 


As part of this package deal, the nuclear weapon powers would divert part of 
their armament expenditure for development, benefiting the third world 
nations. 


While talking of East-West confrontation, Mr. Trudeau certainly introduced a 
peripheral element into the discussion by suggesting this bargain between the 
nuclear haves and have-nots. 


At the meeting, concern was expressed at the possibility of South Africa manu- 
facturing nuclear bombs. No mention was made about Pakistan's plan to acquire 
nuclear capability. 


During the wideranging discussions, another major issue taken up by the heads 
of state and government was that of the security of small nations. A common- 
wealth "security umbrella" to protect the fragile smaller nations was sugges- 
ted. This suggestion, made by Bahamas, came in the light of the recent events 
in Grenada. 
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According to Mr. Charles Gunawardene, spokesman of the conference, the sugges- 
tion did not mean a military alliance. The subject of security of small na- 
tions had figured during the inaugural session also when the President of 


Kiribati, Mr. I. T. Tabai, called for a greater awareness of the problem of 
security of smaller nations. 


Mrs. Gandhi in her remarks in the capacity of chairperson said that the 
Commonwealth countries could not just sit by and let disarmament negotiations 
come to a stalemate, nor could they afford a breakdown in disarmament talks. 


All had a collective responsibility for nuclear arms reduction and disarma- 
ment, she said. 


The Prime Minister wanted the conference to do something positive about Namib- 
ia. She wanted the summit to come out categorically on how to speed up the 
process of Namibian independence. 


Surveying the troubled spots in the world, Mrs. Gandhi said the crisis in 
Grenada had come as a shock and heightened fears. On Cyprus, fortunately, the 
world community had expressed its strong concern over the unilateral declara- 
tion of independence by 4 part of Cyprus. 


Without naming Pakistan, she said it was unfortunate that one country had 
voted against the U.N. resolution on Cyprus. 


Mrs. Gandhi spoke of tensions, fears and lack of trust--fears because of the 
readiness to resort to violence. Despite the desire for peace, the world was 
being pushed in a negative direction. 


She also referred to the situation in the Gulf and the Iran-Iraq war, on which 
no efforts were succeeding. 


G. K. Reddy Report 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Nov 83 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. hor ¥°" ~ duction of ‘nuclear stockpiles by 
- The Commonwealth leaders agreed today the _wers, along with a matching 
the need for a new initiative to halt the von yy non-nuclear powers not to 


on . '* 
nuclear arms race, but were sharply divided on seek weapons, as an essential first step 





haw they should proceed to tackle the problem 
with any of guccess in prevailing upon 
the ‘ superpowers, to resume the stalled 
dialogs for ending the dangerous drift 
towards a disastrous confrontation in the wake 
of the missile controversy in Europe. 


The Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. Pierre 
Trudeau,. currently carrying on a one-man 
orusade against nuclear proliferation, resumed 
his overnight advocacy for a world-wide cam- 
paign and called upon his Commonwealth col- 
leagues to raise thelr voices against the 
absurdity of this arms race. 


But his pres¢ription for a vertical and 


to briray aduut a psychological change in their 
attitudes. did not meet with the approval of 
other Commonwealth leaders including the 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, for a variety 
of reasons. As she pointed out, the present 
balance of terror based on deterrence has an in- 
built compulsion to engage in an unbridled 
arms race that inevitably led to further nuclear 
orolife: ation instead of restraining it 


Reservations - 

' The British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret 
Thatcher, too, did not show much enthusiasm 
tor Mr. Trudeau's suggestion, since it dealt only 
with the idealistic espects of the nuclear pro- 














blem without going into the political and 
military compulsions that were spurring the 
arms race. The other leaders like the Zambian 
President, Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, the Tanzanian 
President. Mr. Julius Nyerere, and the Austral- 
ian Prime Mi=‘ster, Mr. Bob Hawke, spoke in 
different voices, but they all had similar reserva- 
tions about the Canadian colleague's plea for a 
ith initiative in the absence of a 
wider consensus over it. 
‘. There will be informal consultations 
among senior Commonwealth Jeaders during 
their week-end retreat in Goa to decide in what 


form the to the two superpow & 
sume. the 3thaloque and coke fe a 
nuclear freeze foilowed by a progressive reduc- 
tion of the stockpiles should be made, whether 
the plea should form part of the joint communi- 
que or put across in a special aration. But 
as far as Mr. Trudeau Is concerned, he pro- 
poses to go ahead with his crusade for 
mobilising support to make the five nuclear 
weapon powers, which are also permanent 
members of the Security Council, initiate a 
serious effort to find a widely acceptable solu- 
tion to nuclear proliferation. 

As Mrs. Gandhi pointed out, there was no 
lack of appropriate fora for discussing both 
conventional and nuclear disarmament. The 
five nuclear powers — the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain, France and China —’ 
were on the Geneva consultative committee 
and it is open to them to end the current 
deadiock over missile deployment and resume 
talks for resolving this problem. But the non- 
nuclear States could not be expected to sub- 
ject themselves to the highly discriminatory 
NPT which in any case had been violated by 
the nuclear powers both in letter and spirit. 

Mrs. Gandhi, referred to the breakdown of 
the Geneva talks which she described as a 
severe setback to the disarmament efforts. 
“The dialogue must continue”, she said, 
“because it is inescapable for world peace”, 
while discussing the implications of the Soviet 
walk-out following the West German bu- 
ndestag's vote in favour of the deployment of 
U.S. Pershing Il missiles in Europe. 

The British Prime Minister said yesterday 
at the inaugural session that since the second 
World War there were over 140 conflicts involv- 
ing the loss of ten million lives. Mrs. Gandhi 
came out with a detailed analysis, culled from 
the reports of the Institute of Strategic Studies 
in London and other international institutions 
dealing with the subject, to stress that almost 
two-third of these wars had been brought 
about by overt or covert foreign intervention. 
She also reeled out the necessary statistics to 
prove. that 84 per cent of the expenditure on 
arms race was being incurred by the big 
powers which included China, while the 
developing countries accounted for only 16 per 
cent of it. 

The discussion on politicai issues was due 
ta conciude this morning at the second ex- 
ecutive session of the conference, leaving the 
Namibian question to be taken up qn Monday 
after the week-end retreat. But it was decided 
to continue the debate on Grenada in the after- - 
noon before moving over to economic pro- 


’ 


blems. Similarly, the President of Cyprus, Mr. 
Spyros Kyprianou, who is. arriving: early 
tomorrow from New York after addressing the 
UN. General Assembly will be invited to 
address the fourth executive session in the 
midst of the economic discussions as a token 
of the Commonwealth's grave concern over 
the Turkish minority’s unilateral declaration of 
independence. 

The Prime Minister of Dominica, Miss 
Mary Eugenia Charles, who spoke on behaif of 
the five Caribbean States that called for 
American intervention in Grenada, said almost 
in a defiant tone that what they did was right 
and that they would do the same if a similar 
situation arose again. But the other four Carib- 
bean States — Guyana, Trinidad, Bahamas and 
Belize — denounced the American action. 
There was hardly any Commonwealth country 


‘cutside the Caribbean region that offered any 


apologia for the American action. The others 
that spoke, including the President of Nigeria, 
Mr. Shehu Shagari, shared the grave anguish of 
Mrs. Gandhi over what happened, although 
they did not condemn the American invasion in. 
equally categorical terms. ° 


Bad precedent 


The point that many southern African 
leaders stressed was that, if the US. was 
allowed to get away with the bad precedent it 
had set in invading Grenada to impose a re- 
gime of its choice and punish those opposed to 
it, the racist regime in South Africa could do 
likewise by invading Angola or 2 
military action against them in the name 
protecting its nationals working in their. 
countries or toppling unfriendly regimes to 
make way for puppet governments. 

There was some mention of the need for 
regional security in sensitive and, exposed 
areas like the Caribbean for promoting -a spirit 
of interdependence free from foreign interven- 
tion, but it did not find favour with many 
leaders because of the risks of a link up sooner 
or later with some big powers under the pretext 
. safeguarding the freedom of the smaller 

oa. 


‘The pro-American Caribbean States that 
supported the recent US. intervention in 
Grenada — Jamaica, Barbados, Antigua, St. 
Lucia and Dominica — talked of the need for 
preserving a proper distinction, in any such re- 
gionat security arrangement between small 
local coups and big coups inspired from out- 
side for toppling regimes that could not be 
thwarted without foreign military intervention. 

The two executive sessions today, lasting 
over five hours, were devoted entirely to the 


. Nuclear question and the Grenada issue with no 


time left for commencing the discussion on 
economic issues. The discussions were con- 
ducted in a cordial atmosphere without generat- 
ing much heat with a sense of humour to ease 
the tensions. It was Mr. Nyerere’s turn to recall 
an Afrig¢an proverb to stress the unenviable 
position of the non-nuclear States with or 
without an agreement on arms freeze or non- 
proliferation. He said when two elephants make 
war, it is the grass that suffers, and so also 
when they make love. 








Economic Situation Discussed 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Nov 83 ppl, 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Nov. 25--India today called for universal participation in 
a dialogue for urgent and purposeful reforms in the financial management sys- 
tem, reports PTI. Initiating the discussion on the economic situation at the 
Commonwealth summit here, Mrs Gandhi said such a dialogue was "essential and 
pertinent" because the developing countries, which are the worst sufferers, 
had little say in the present system. 


The question of the IDA-VII replenishment also came up at the meeting attend 
by leaders from both North and South. 


Mrs Gandhi, said the IDA-VI replenishment in real terms should be substantial- 
ly higher than the IDA-VI. 


"The developing countries cannot manage any reduction of IDA resources", she 
cautioned. These resources were meant for poorer countries. When they were 
under worse economic crisis, they could not manage without the resources. 


She said action was needed to reverse protectionist trends to stabilize com- 
modity prices and also to help the developing countries to meet their basic 
needs of goods and energy. 


At the outset, Mrs Gandhi referred to the worsening of the economic situation 
and said it had affected most of the countries. This had become evident dur- 
ing the summit level consultations she had in New York in September. 


Whatever evidence was there for recovery in industrialized countries, espe- 
cially in the USA, the basic causes of global imbalance could not be hidden. 


The Prime Minister drew the attention of the Commonwealth leaders to the cru- 
cial point that the developing countries would benefit little if there was 
such recovery in the absence of purposeful and well thought of reforms in the 
international economic system. 


While saying so, Mrs Gandhi made it clear that she was not criticizing the 
financial institutions. The rules did not permit the institutions to deal 
with the situation in its entirety. 


The need for puroseful reforms in the system was not being sufficiently ap- 
preciated. The developed and the developing countries must get together to 
solve the problems which threatened the economic and social stability, she 
added. 


In this context, the Prime Minister said the approach of the non-aligned sum- 
mit was "moderate and reasonable", It was pertinent because the developing 
countries, which are the worst sufferers, had little say in the financial 
management system. 
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"This is why a dialogue is essential", she said. The non-aligned movement had 
Suggested the dialogue in the form of a conference with universal 
participation. 


Detailing briefly the steps taken to go about this exercise, Mrs Gandhi said, 
the NAM had set up an expert group to go unto the economic issues. 


The group will meet in New Delhi next week. 


The Prime Minister said the developing countries had stated on many occasions 
their aspirations for a new international economic order. This should not be 
misunderstood as inflexibility or lack of desire to cooperate. At the same 
time this should not become a reason for not doing what was immediately 
possible. 


Long-term goals should not obstruct urgent and immediate measures. It was in 
this spirit that at the New Delhi summit of NAM the world situation was dis- 
cussed in both short-term and long-term perspective she said. 


The Prime Minister reminded the Commonwealth leaders that the NAM had sugges- 
ted a programme of immediate measures. It had outlined the basic reforms and 
structural changes needed in the world economic system. 

Mrs Gandhi then referred to the Commonwealth study group on a new Bretton 
Woods. She said a great deal of careful work had gone into the report. It 
recognized the need for basic changes and drew the attention of the world to 
the danger of an ad hoc approach to monetary and financial issues. 


She expressed the hope that an agreement would be possible on an approach 
which would make it easier to bring about fundamental reforms. 


Reddy on 25 Nov Talks 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Nov 83 pl 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. 

There was a significant step back in the In- 
dian stance at the Commonwealth conference 
today during the discussion on the world 
economic situation when the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Gandhi, stated that she was not against 
the international institutions established under 
the Bretton Woods agreement and that her 
plea for an international conference on money 
and finance should not be mistaken for an 
advocacy that such a conference was the only 
r y for the present economic ills of the 
world. 
In going along with the view of the in- 
dustrialised nations that international institu- 
tions, like the World Bank and the General 
Agreement on Trade and Tariff could be im- 
proved by modifying their procedures and 
widening their functions, Mrs. Gandhi stressed 


regardless of their structural inadequacies 
more resources to meet their 


Obligations. 
Seventh replenishment 
*. Tha impending seventh replenishment of 
the IDA (international Development Associa- 
tion) was one such example, which only rein- 
forced her argument that the less developed 
and developing countries could not face their 
problems of t without some far- 
reaching reforms to improve the functioning of 
international financial institutions. As lorg-terrn 
in the structure of these institutions 
was going to take time, the international 
community should take some immediate 
measures to provide relief to poorer nations in 
the fields of finance and trade. pending a com- 
prehensive review and reform of the global 
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Ministers at their meeting in 1982. she was 
eesing for an early North-South dialogue 
without adequate preparation, the Prime 
Minister of New Zealand, Mr. Robert Muldoon, 
léd the discussion lending powerful support to 
the Indian position that the international 
should get the process under way 
by both shori-term and long-term 
meesures for a new economic order thr 
drastic structural changes in the present system. 

Mr. Muldoon proposed the establishment 
of a five-nation Commonwealth action group to 
discuss immediate relief measures with the 
international institutions, press the _ in- 
dustrialised countries for release of larger 
funds for enabling these institutions to meet the 
financial requirements of developing nations 
and bring about a wider recognition of the 
need for far-reaching changes in the present 
international economic dispensation. 

The discussion was inconclusive, since the 
debate had to be interrupted to give the Presi- 
dent of Cyprus, Mr. Spyros Kyprianou, who ar- 
rived only this morning from New York, a 
chance to address the monweaith leaders 
on the serious situation created by the Turkish 
minority's unilateral declaration of indepen- 
dence, before they all left for Goa for the week- 
end retreat. The economic debate will be re- 
sumed on Monday afternoon after the South 
African situation been discussed at the 
morning session. 

Apart from Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Muldoon, 
those who spoke included the Presidents of 
Tanzania, Kenya and Sri Lanka and the Prime 
Ministers of Australia and Trinidad, who sup- 
ported the demand for changes in the interna- 
tional economic system with varying degrees 
of enthusiasm — with reservations. The 
British and Canadian Prime Ministers, whose 
views are important because of the influence 
they wield in the ‘Western world, will be speak- 


ing on Monday along with others during the re- 
sumed debate. 
Grenada & Cyprus 


Otherwise the proceedings continued to 
be overshadowed by the events in Grenada 
and Cyprus with Namibia looming large in the 
horizon. | 

As a lot of time has been taken up by the 
discussions on Grenada, the Commonwealth 
leaders have decided to convert their retreat ir: 
Goa into a working holi combining some 
hard business with fun and frolic in the seaside 
resort. The senior officiais who are staying 
behind in Delhi will meanwhile try to finalise the 
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drafts of the proposed Delhi declarations and 
joint communique on the basis of the broad 
conclusions reached by the Commonwealth 
heads during their week-end discussions. 

The formulation on Grenada will call for 
immediate withdrawal of all foreign forces 


without specifically ing the United 
States. The current thinking on Cyprus is that 
the Commonwealth should go beyond denounc- 


ing the action of the Turkish minority and insist 
on a revocation of its unilateral declaration of 
\ e. 
A lot of attention is being given to the 
stand to be taken by the Ith on the 
economic issues raised at this conference. 
Apart from lending support to the pleas for a 
fresh look at the interrelated problems of finan- 
cial flows, debt relief, trade and tariffs and 
commodity prices, an effort will be made to 
focus attention on the interrelationship and 
consequent inter-action between inflation and 
recession, between economic recovery of the 
industrialised societies and the purchasing 
powers of the poorer nations. All these ideas 
have yet to be firmed up into concrete pro- 
Is and couched in widely acceptable 
~~ s 


the conclusion of the first phase of 
stressed that the sharply differing views ex- 


Support to initiative 
He said ther — the in- 
itiative taken by te Coane ime Minister, 


Mr. Pierre Trudeau, to halt the nuclear arms 
race, which was reinforced by the pleas of 


ions. 
The mood of the conference, Mr. Ramphal 
said, was very reassuring, the content of the di- 
scussions was equally encouraging and the 
prospect for coming forward with agreed 
suggestions, quite bright. He did not try to 
loss over the inevitable discussions in a 
deren community of such dimension as the 
Commonwealth, but what was really important 
in his opinion was that they were able to share 
their concerns, air their differences and strive 
for a consensus in a reflective mood without 
letting their strongly held views mar the mood 
of the occasion. 




















26 Nov Debates Reported 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Nov 83 ppl, 9 
[Article by M. L. Kotru] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Nov. 28--The Commonwealth summit today grafted Mrs Gandhi's 
call for a totally new set of institutions, and came up with a document that 
takes the middle road of setting up another high-level study group comprising 
eight nations to work for a consensus on the international conference for 
money and finance. 


Like the consensus of Grenada, the economic declaration accepted the justifi- 
cations advanced by Mrs Gandhi on behalf of the non-aligned and developing 
countries, but persisted with its logic that the developing countries, too, 
had to do their share by improv’ng their economies and managing their fund 
well. As Mrs Thatcher put it, those who call for free trade to sell what they 
have must also be willing for a free trade to buy what others sell. 


The economic declaration announced the Commonwealth's decision to establish 
its own consultative group comprising India, Britain, Canada, New Zealand, 
Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Zimbabwe and the Fiji islands, who between them 
reflect all shades of opinion. 


The declaration accepted much of the reasoning of Mrs Gandhi and of NAM, but 
quite obviously felt the time was not ripe for any revolutionary changes in 
the world economic and financial system which had done good service so far. 


India agreed that there had been considerable toning down of the NAM declara- 
tion--which saw the universal conference as the beginning and not the end of 
the whole economic reforms game--but was not entirely dissatisfied with the 
final formulation. 


Mrs Gandhi, in the prolonged and occasionally excited debate, matched Mrs 
Tahtcher point for point, dismissing the British Prime Minister's examples of 
the West German and Japanese economies, and countering her defence of IMF con- 
ditionalities with the argument that the Fund and World Bank rules had more 
often than not led borrowing countries to a graver economic mess. 


It was not enough to manage internal economies well, Mrs Gandhi said, if the 
richer countries did not come to the aid of the poorer in recognizing the 
basic inter-relationship and dependency between the economies of the rich and 
the poor. 


Mrs Gandhi had expected support from New Zealand's Mr Robert Muldon, who is, 
in many ways, the father of the whole business of demanding economic reforms 
and he found this a useful opportunity to demolish every concept that Mrs 
Thatcher could have held dear to her Conservative northern heart. 


Mrs Gandhi said today that India would not need concessional external aid 


after "a few years" as its efforts towards self-reliance were bearing fruit, 
add UNI and PTI. 
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Participating in the discussion on the world economic situation at the Common- 
wea'th summit, she said India had already achieved self-reliance in agricul- 
ture and, to a large extent, in industry. However, she said: "We are of a 
continental dimension. We will need concessional aid for a few more years". 
And then India hoped to "get out of the queue for concessional aid" and leave 
it for others to get it. 


"At present", Mrs Gandhi said, “our need is great...if there was no conces- 
sional aid it will adversely affect our development". 


Referring to IMF conditionalities, she said international institutions should 
not ignore the imperatives and compulsions of developing countries. "If you 
push a reform too far, there can be a backlash". She said India had borrowed 
prudently and in every case it paid back promptly. 


The projected conference on money and finance is not designed to replace the 
existing Rretton Woods institutions--the World Bank and the IMF--but to make 
them "adapt to the conditions of the eighties and beyond". 


The eight-country group will report to the Commonwealth Finance Ministers well 
before they meet at Toronto in September next year 


Informed sources said India would reserve the option to demand new world fi- 
nancial institutions if the projected conference did not bring about the 
needed changes in the functioning and policies of Bretton Woods bodies. The 
setting up of the group was announced in "the New Delhi statement on economic 
action" adopted by the summit leaders after a four-hour debate on the global 
economic crisis. 


The Commonwealth Secretary-General, Mr Sridath Ramphal, will be associated 
with the eight-country group. 


Another significant area of agreement at the summit was the united call for 
"prompt and substantial additional resources" for the IDA seventh replenish- 
ment. There was a specific request to donor countries to strengthen Common- 
wealth support for the IDA seventh replenishment. This was a timely endorse- 
ment for an enlarged IDA, as donor countries meet in Paris on December 10 to 
determine the size of IDA replenishment. 


Analyst on Meeting's Significance 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Nov 83 p 2 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 
[Text] THE week-long Commonwealth summit, now more than half way through, is 
due to end in another two days with the customary communique focussing atten- 
tion on some of the world problems. The heads of Government who have gone to 
Goa for the week-end retreat are due back in Delhi today to pick up the 


threads of their earlier discussions to synthesise their views and come for- 
ward with agreed formulations on various issues. The Queen, who provided a 
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ceremonial touch to this bi-yearly event with her Royal presence, has left, 
and the officials concerned are busy getting the communique ready in time for 
the ceremonial end of the conference. 


CHOGM--the acronym for Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting--has not been 
attracting even half the public attention that the non-aligned summit did when 
India was called upon to host it in Delhi in March last at short notice. The 
Queen's presence did lend some colour to it, but otherwise it has been evoking 
very little interest here. Perhaps one reason for this relative indifference 
is that Delhi has been having too many of these international conferences, 
with the result that the novelty and excitement of these conclaves are lost 
and the people tend to get a bit bored by them. 


Apart from Asian Games, the non-aligned summit and now the Commonwealth Con- 
ference, India has hosted in the last one year at least a dozen major confer- 
ences resulting in a lot of wasteful expenditure and dislocation of normal 
life in the capital, besides administrative distraction at various levels of 
the host Government. 


A new class of people which thrives on these conferences has come into vogue, 
developing a vested interest in hosting them. The conference halls and hotels 
are renovated every time at enormous cost, a lot of equipment including food- 
stuffs and wines are imported and the officials of the organising committees 
and those entrusted with security make several jaunts abroad in the name of 
tying up the loose ends for finalising the arrangements. The ITDC is activa- 
ted and the VIP catering is transformed into an ostentatious display of culin- 
ary art by Indian and foreign chefs with a variety of gourmets and other Epi- 
curean busy bodies having a merry time at public expense. A lot of society 
women are mobilised to provide a glamorous touch with their colourful saris 
adding a dash of splendour to the magnificent floral decorations. 


It is anybody's guess how much this poor country has spent in the last few 
years on this extravaganza to make New Delhi look more and more attractive. 
The distinguished guests feel comfortable in the convivial ambience of the 
country's conference diplomacy and, in the process, create a court atmosphere 
in and around the corridors of power by turning this time-consuming pre-occu- 
pation into a magnificent obsession. The image-building exercise becomes a 
new industry over a period of time with the hangers-on and other promoters of 
the new cult who stand to derive some benefit from it attaching exaggerated 
importance to the country's international role even at the cost of ignoring 
pressing domestic issues. 


It is only the poorer countries that feel the urge to engage in a race for 
one-upmanship in organising these conferences. In more advanced societies, 
new conference complexes and holiday resorts for week end retreats are not 
built for such occasions, nor are existing hotels renovated, roads paved or 
cities spruced up specially for this purpose. In countries like India, the 
host Governments have to perform the additional task of covering up slums and 
getting beggars and the leprosy-afflicted people out of the sight of visiting 
dignitaries and delegations. 
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This time the Vigyan Bhavan area has been transformed into a fortress with 
several barricades manned by gun-totting BSF commandos besides hundreds of 
plainclothesmen, making the heads of these free nations appear to be prisoners 
behind rings of barbed wire as they engage in the high rhetoric of equality 
and fraternity, freedom and opportunity, peace and development. 


But all these extravagant overtones of hosting an international conference at 
enormous expenditure would be explicable, if only the opportunities are used 

skilfully for acquiring the expertise in utilising them for constructive pur- 
poses for achieving the desired results. Most of the Commonwealth countries 

or non-aligned nations have very little experience in multilateral diplomacy 

and are not well versed in the dynamics of negotiations, with the result that 
no great ideas emerge from these conferences. 


The whole accent is on concluding them on a note of draftsmanship rather than 
Statesmanship to create an illusion of shared commitment to some lofty pur- 
poses. The participants are more often content with the superficialities of 
papering over differences, producing compromise formulations to get over em- 
barrassing situations and putting on a bland appearance of unity based on 
unanimity with no thrust behind many of their decisions. 


Nothing New 


All that is said at these conferences has been said before by the same persons 
in similar situations in the face of continuing challenges. There is nothing 
new about the Bretton Woods syndrome, the latest pleas for nuclear disarmament 
or the current appeals to the big powers to desist from intimidating the 
smaller nations. The same fervent appeals have been made to provide an aura 
of originality to some of the old Utopian ideas re-emerging from the current 
discussions by reinforcing the earlier appeals with a fresh note of urgency to 
give the whole exercise the character and complexion of an all-out crusade for 
saving the world from a catastrophe. 


The problems of the world cannot be resolved by a charmed circle through quiet 
diplomacy in the elegant atmosphere of cocktail circuits and State banquets, 
bilateral pleasantries or multilateral exchanges in the privacy of plush cham- 
bers configured to promote the maximum amount of informality for discussing 
them. 


The issues of war and peace, poverty and prospertiy, affluence and depriva- 
tion, cooperation and discrimination, have to be debated publicly with a mea- 
sure of passion to be able to carry conviction with the peoples of the par- 
ticipating nations. The mystique of informality and privacy that is sought to 
be used as a convenient cover at Commonwealth conferences for blurring the 
deeper differences over both policies and perceptions tends to deprive these 
deliberations of their wider significance. 


Conference Diplomacy 


It is not necessary for any two sets of countries, whether these are developed 
or developing nations, to agree on everything so long as they are imbued by a 
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shared vision of a better world based on cooperation than confrontation. The 
Commonwealth conferences serve no useful purpose if they are treated as old 
boys and old girls reunions with no hard core to their pleasant and polite ex- 
changes and if the heads of Government participating in these discussions are 
not propelled by a pioneering spirit with a strong sense of right and wrong, 
backed by an unfailing readiness to speak out boldly against hypocrisy or 
injustice. 


In attempting to skirt unpleasant controversies or avoid open clashes at these 
conferences one cannot also afford to keep harbouring private animosities gov- 
erned by deep-rooted fears and suspicions, by becoming captives of their own 
fixations. A leader of a nation must have the courage to speak up boldly to 
be able to carry conviction by keeping a credible distinction between personal 
and ‘impersonal aspects in the conduct of conference diplomacy on these occa- 
Sions. One should be able to practise the art of the possible with a deft 
combination of firmness on fundamentals and flexibility in evolving a consen- 
sus consistent with one's view for harnessing the maximum possible understand- 
ing over any issue of major importance. 


Pleas for Sanity 


A refreshing feature of the current CHOGM has been that, in her capacity as 
chairperson, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, did not mince words or 
indulge in the inanities of undue moderation, in articulating India's views 
forcefully with a degree of passion. She did not allow herself to be unduly 
constricted by the limitations of Commonwealth relationship in voicing her 
stron; indignation over some of the monstrous wrongs being perpetrated by the 
big powers in the name of democracy and freedom. 


Her keynote address contained many fervant pleas for sanity in a world of 
mounting tensions. In stressing thatto be a living organism, the Commonwealth 
must be flexible and responsive to changing situations, she said that wherever 
justice was thwarted or freedom menaced, it should be ready to speak up boldly 
without turning a blind eye on a palpable wrong on condoning an injustice. 


The Commonwealth has certainly taken a firm stand over racial issues in the 
past which has helped to strengthen its multi-racial character to enhance its 
image as an eloquent example of decolonisation. It remained divided on racial 
lines during the earlier phase of its evolution from an imperial legacy to a 
free association of newly independent nations with the white Commonwealth 
countries holding together on most issues in the face of mounting onslaughts 
by the non-White members fighting to eradicate the last remnants of imperial- 
ism. The dividing lines now cut across the racial barriers with Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand adopting a more progressive attitude than some of 
the non-White nations in dealing with problems of discrimination. 


The Commonwealth continues to be sustained by an in-built resilience that has 
stood the test of time, compelling even Britain to change with the changing 
times. Its conflicting loyalties to Western interests on the one hand and the 
Commonwealth concerns on the other place Britain in a difficult >sosition at 
times. But it has shown a remarkable capacity for adaptation to the new 
compulsions. 
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The four White countries are a lot more responsive today to the basic aspira- 
tions of the Asian, African, Pacific and Caribbean member-States, without 
prejudice to their overall interests and Western nations. It is this capacity 
for adjustment and adaptation that continues to sustain the Commonwealth de- 
spite the complexity of problems facing it. 


Vigorous Instrument 


In attempting to transform the Commonwealth into a more vigorous instrument 
for influencing international opinion or changing the attitudes of the big 
powers bent on clinging tenaciously to their privileged positions, the more 
articulate members tend to over-reach themselves unwittingly, trying to 
achieve what the much larger Non-Aligned community has failed to accomplish 
either independently or through the United Nations. The real utility of the 
Commonwealth lies in using it as an ideal forum for experimenting with new 
ideas cf functional cooperation and also practising the art of multilateral 
diplomacy in the political and economic spheres for ensuring orderly develop- 
ment in an atmosphere of peace and stability without fear of exploitation or 
intimidation. 


Main Thrust 


And if the current CHOGM in Delhi succeeds in at least setting the right tone 
for it, all the enormous effort and expense that have gone into organising it 
On a grand scale would not be in vain. As the great majority of CHOGM members 
are also members of the Non-Aligned community, the two together can continue 
to play a very important role both inside and outside the U.N. in restraining 
the big powers from their power pursuits to the point of setting themselves on 
a collision course. And as perceived by India this indeed should be the main 
thrust of the current CHOGM in Delhi during the next two days left for its 
conclusion. 


CSO: 4600/1310 
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INDIA 


INDIAN DELEGATE ADDRESSES UN ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] UNITED NATIONS, Nov 23 (PTI)--India has sharply criticised the poli- 
cies of some developed countries which have undercut even the limited regula- 
tory role of institutions like the International Monetary Fund. 


In a speech in the economic committee, the deputy permanent representative, Mr 
P M S Malik said the IMF, once established to fulfil a global regulatory role 
had now lost virtually all control over financial transactions. 


The global money market, he said, was now dominated by massive and sudden 
capital movements which lead to exchange rate volatility and historically high 
interest rates. A new phenomenon--the involvement of the Central Bank of de- 
veloped countries in these capital movements in what could only be termed as 
"international speculation" had emerged. 


"This situation bears too striking a resemblance to the chaotic days of un- 
regulated fiscal and monetary policies just before the Wall Street crash of 
1929 and the great depression", Mr Malik said. 


The Indian representative reminded the developed countries that the conse- 
quences of that depression were as harsh for them as for the developing coun- 
tries. In the even more enmeshed economic system of the world today the 
consequences of a similar phenomenon would be far more disastrous. 


Mr Malik added the analogy to the present situation was positively alarming. 
The very stability of the global economic system emanating from the failure to 
adopt an integrated approach now seemed to be «st stake. 


Mr Malik regretted that the very concept of a just and equitable international 
economic order had been challenged today. While lip service was paid to its 
principles, actions with euphemistic justifications were taken which totally 
contradicted the former. 


Mr Malik noted that the international development strategy for the third UN 
development decade purported to point a way out of this 'morass'. But an ex- 
amination of leading economic indicators seemed to demonstrate that inequities 
and imbalances in the international economic order had widened and deepened, 
and were far from being bridged. 
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Meanwhile, the General Assembly today proclaimed a second decade for action to 
combat racism and racial discrimination beginning 10 December this year. 


The proclamation of the dacade was one of a wide range of recommendations of 
the third committee (social, humanitarian and cultural) approved by the As- 
sembly. It also adopted the programme of action for the second decade that 
was adopted by the recent second world conference in Geneva to combat racism 
and racial discrimination. 


CSO: 4600/1308 


103 














INDIA 


GUJARAT AGRICULTURE MINISTER RESIGNS POST 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Nov 83 p 9 


[Text] AHMEDABAD, November 23--The state agriculture minister, Mahant 
Vijaydasji, today resigned from the Solanki ministry on a directive from the 
AICC (I). He will now devote his time to strengthen the party organisation as 
president of the PCC (I). He was holding the dual position hitherto. 


The Mahant told newsmen at Gandhinagar today that he had met the party presi- 
dent. Mrs. Gandhi, on November 15, and sought her permission to resign his 
ministerial post He had also held discussions with the central leadership — 
during the past month regarding the reorganisation of the structure of the PCC 
(1) and the appointment of 17 DDD (I) presidents. 


Meanwhile, the chief minister has asked the Mahant to continue in office till 
his resignation was accepted 


The chief minister, when contacted, said he would also like to meet the cen- 
tral leaders before taking a decision on the Mahant's resignation. The chief 
minister is scheduled to meet the Prime Minister on November 27. 


The agriculture minister's resignation will now hasten the reshuffle of the 
cabinet in which five vacancies have been caused either by deaths or through 
resignations. The chief minister is already under pressure from his own sup- 
porters as well as the dissidents to make the ministry broad-based. 


A formula is reported to have been worked out during discussions held between 
the chief minister and his supporters on the one hand, and the dissident lead- 
ers on the other, to provide some berths to the latter when the ministry is 
reshuffled. 


At one stage, the dissident leaders, including Mr. Zinabhai Darji, executive 
chairman of the state-level 20-point programme implementation committee, had 
circulated a report stating that the central leadership had agreed to their 
demand to jettison Mrs. Kokilaben Vyas and Mr. Harihar Khambhoja, ministers of 
state, from the cabinet. The chief minister is understood to have refused to 
yield to this demand. 
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INDIA 


TRIPURA EXTREMISTS REPORTEDLY TRAINED IN CHITTAGONG 


Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Nov 83 p 11 
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INDIA 


RESERVE BANK LIBERALIZES CREDIT FACILITIES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] BOMBAY, Nov 20 (UNI)--The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced 
streamlined procedures for quicker release of funds under the credit authori- 
sation scheme with effect from 1 April 1984, giving the commercial banks more 
powers, especially in cases related to exports. 


Disclosing this here, an RBI communique said the banks could at their discre- 
tion, release funds up to half the additional limits without waiting for RBI's 
authorisation. 


As an incentive to export-oriented units, the banks could similarly release 
credit up to three-fourths of the additional limits. 


The commercial banks have also been permitted to grant credit facilities on an 
ad hoc basis for a maximum period of three months to any borrower under the 
scheme. This would be restricted to one-fourth of the existing credit limits 
Or one-tenth of the existing working capital limit, subject to a ceiling of Rs 
75 lakhs. 


The cummunique explained the relaxations in the credit disbursal pattern were 
based on the recommendations of the Marathe Committee, appointed to review the 


working of the scheme. 


RBI would also not insist on letters of credit facilities from borrowers under 
the scheme on an experimental basis. 


The RBI said substantial discretionary powers were being vested with them 
"without any dilution of credit discipline". 
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INDIA 


RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT DEVELOPS ARMS CONTROL SYSTEM 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 83 p 10 


[Text] DEHRADUN, Nov 20--The Instruments Research and Development Establish- 
ment (IRDE) here has made a breakthrough in the 'opto-electronic weapon con- 
trol system’ with the development of night vision and laser instruments for 
the armed forces. 


The IRDE has developed a complete "weapon control system" enabling the main 
battle tank to measure distances in the darkness and hit the target, even mov- 


ing, with the laser rangefinder and servo control system. The system accuracy 
is high. 


IRDE Director R Hradaynath briefing a group of visiting newsmen from the Capi- 
tal said the scientists, some of them world renowned, are busy developing new 
type of sensors with the help of optical fibre technology to open multi-chan- 
nel telecommunication for the benefit of the fighting forces. 


The present day war logistics need precision sighting, detection, range and 
engagement of tarets day and night and under al environmental conditions 
prevailing in the battle field. The IRDE is conscious of the fact and has 
been busy translating theoretical designs into real electro-optics since 1960. 


The IRDE scientists are engaged in probing new areas and improving existing 
technologies and have already successfully developed holography, thin film 
technology and fibre optics which will soon make the people forget about wire 
communication system. 


Fibre optic sensors are considered the most sensitive sensors and offer con- 
siderable advantage over conventional gyros in terms of accuracy, claims, Dr 
Hradaynath. 


Releasing the urgent need to develop potential in the field of night viewing 
and laser ranging, the IRDE has decided to create a technology transfer centre 
here to facilitate indigenous production of major defence items. 


For bulk production of some of the IRDE developed systems, public sector 


undertaking and the State Government enterprises have been taken into 
confidence. 
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The IRDE has set its objectives high and is striving hard to attain them, in a 
record time. "We cannot live and rest on our past laurels, we have to imprrve 
and better our performance", says Dr Hradaynath. 


Close to the IRDE there situated the Defence Electronics Application Labora- 
tory (DEAL) engaged in radio propagation studies and development of troposcat- 
ter system with emphasis on rain attenuation and polarisation of signals in 
the GHZ, band which is also known as SHF band. 


One of the five defence electronics laboratories in the country, the Defence 
Electronics Application Laboratory (DEAL), is engaged in developing reliable 
communication systems for the defence forces. 


DEAL has done commendable work in the field of radio propagation studies and 
troposcatter system development. Some of the newer fields of R and D in which 
the laboratory is presently engaged include satellites, meteoric burst comnun- 
ication, millimeter wave comunication and digital facsimile equipment. 


According to Mr C P Sharma, director of DEAL, the digital facsimile equipment 
enables transmission of documents, diagrams and maps over telephone circuits 
in seconds. 


Also undergoing trial is a meteoric burst communication (MBC) system that of- 
fers reliable pont to point communications over many thousands of kilometres. 
According to Mr Sharma, while all other systems would fail in the event of a 
nuclear war, the MBC would continue to operate. 
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INDIA 





PUNE LABORATORY DEVELOPS GEAR FOR ANTARCTIC TREK 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Nov 83 p 17 


[Text] PUNE, November 23--An experimental habitat designed to enable scien- 

tists to withstand the harsh environment of Antarctica has been developed by 

the engineers of the Research and Development Establishment (RDE) for the use 
of scientists taking part in the third Antarctica expedition. 


The expedition, comprising 82 scientists, engineers and maintenance staff, is 
scheduled to leave Goa on December 1. It will reach Antarctica on December 28 
and establish at permanent research station. Seventy members of the expedi- 
tion will return after four months while the remaining will stay on for an- 
other ten months. 


The RDE is one of the major laboratories of the Defence Research and Develop- 
ment Organisation located at Dighi, near here. 


Dr. V. S. Arunachalam, scientific adviser to the defence minister, yesterday 
declared open the "exposition of experimental habitat for Antarctica which 
displayed three of the container modules to be used for living ablution, cook- 
ing and power generation, near here. 


Two people can live comfortably in the living module which can also be used as 
a work and recreation centre. The containers can be lifted by helicopters and 
positioned at the camp sites. 


The RDE has also designed an aluminium portable helipad which can be set up 
quickly on snow and aluminium sledges. 


Station Commander 
Lt. Col. S. S. Sharma, one of the RDE scientists, has been selected as deputy 
leader of the expedition. After the current expedition leader returns, Col. 


Sharma will take over as station commander for the duration of the winter. 


This is the first time that Indian scientists will be camping at Antarctica in 
winter, a period of six month darkness, amid hostile elements. 
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Dr. Arunachalam said the research carried out by the third expedition would be 
extremely useful in defence applications in the Himalayas. Antarctica is rich 
in oil and minerals, but, under the Antarctica treaty, commercial exploitation 
of the resources is not allowed. The permanent research station planned to be 
set up there, however, would be for future benefit. 


On reaching Antarctica, the expedition would immediately start work on con- 
structing the permanent research station consisting of two twin-storey build- 
ings. Expedition engineers were confident of being able to set up the station 
within three months. India would be the 15th nation to have such a station in 
Antarctica. 
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IRAN 


RAFSANJANI, IRAQI SUPREME COUNCIL COMMENT ON "LIBERATED' AREAS 
Rafsanjani's Comments 


Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 26 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text] Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani, the speaker of the Islamic Majlis, announced 
yesterday that Saddam has ordered the demolition of the city of Panjavin. 
While he was talking with a group of martyrs’ families from Nazi-Abad and 
Javadieh, he referred to the Va Alfajr IV operation and said: ‘The Iraqis 
have been terrified so much that Saddam has ordered six engineering bat- 
talions to destroy the city of Panjavin in order to create propaganda against 
us and to ascribe this felonious act to Iran." 


The imam's representative to the supreme defense council emphasized that" 
"Whereas we will protect the liberated areas of Iraq is trust for the Muslim 
nation of Iraq, we will not use these areas in the Islamic Republic or 
demolish them." 


Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani, in another part of his speech praised the respectable 
families of martyrs and the exhalted rank of martyrdom. He referred to the 
narration that indicates that the martyrs’ families will go to heaven along 
with their martyrs and said: '"The families of the martyrs have obtained this 
blessing through their children's sacrifices and the Islamic Republic has ob- 
tained all its power, respect and honor only from these sincere sacrifices, 
not from airplanes and war supplies. By being surrounded with martyrs, the 
spirit of those martyrs will inspire the other members of that society." 


The speaker of the Majlis, at the conclusion of his speech, referred to the 
effects of the martyrs on the society, and the honor of having such martyrs 
and told their respectable families: "Whatever God gives to the martyrs and 
their families in the other world is much more important than our or the 
nation's proper authorities encouragements.” 


Then he emphasized the difference between becoming a martyr or being killed 

in an accident. He thanked and appreciated the presence of the martyrs' 
families in the gathering. Also in this meeting, the Friday imam of Nazi-Abad, 
in a speech, thanked the speaker of the Majlis. 
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Iraqi Supreme Council's Statement 
Tehran SOBH~E AZADEGAN in Persian 26 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text] Iran does not have any greed or eyes for Iraqi soil. Thereby in this 
regard there is no alternative except to enter Iraqi soil in order to suppress 
the wickedness of the aggressors. 


Following the start of the Va Alfajr IV operation and the bold victories of 
the combatants of Islam in the battle fronts of right against wrong, a state- 
ment was issued by the supreme council of the Iraqi Islamic revolution. 


In this statement, along with referring to the vain efforts of the East and 
West for extending the destructive life of the Aflaqi regime, by equipping and 
arming this regime with the most modern arms, it also glorified the epic 
making strong combatants of Islam in the war fronts and emphasized: "The re- 
cent bold victories over blasphemy of the combatants of Islam over Iraqi 
Ba'thist Zionist forces and the military and political propaganda of the world 
oppressors for weakening the Islamic fronts, preventing the fulfillment of the 
high goals of Islam in the region and the world, have been brought to naught.” 


The supreme council of the Iraqi Islamic revolution in the continuation of this 
statement, mentioned that the Islamic Republic of Iran, despite its victorious 
forces entering inside Iraqi soil, does not have any intention except to defend 
against the aggression of the Ba'thist and Zionist regime of Iraq and its de- 
ranged counterrevolutionary activities and to fulfill its justifiable demands. 


In this statement, it is also emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran 

does not have any greed or eyes by entering Iraqi soil, and its only inten- 
tion is to repel aggression from this Islamic land. In this regard, there was 
no other way except to enter the Iraqi soil in order to suppress the wickedness 
of the aggressors. 


At the conclusion of this statement, along with congratulating the recent 
victory of the Islamic forces in the Va Alfajr IV operation, the supreme coun- 
cil expressed its condolences to the nation's Imam for the martyrdom of a 
group of Islamic children in the recent missile attack by the Zionist Saddam 
regime on Masjed Soleyman and Dezful. 


9815 
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IRAN 


FUNERAL PROCESSION OF 13 MARTYRS DESCRIBED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Nov 83 p 1 


[Text] TEHRAN (IRNA)--A large crowd gathered in front of the former U.S. En- 
bassy here yesterday morning for a burial procession for the 13 Islamic Revo- 
lution's Guard Corps (IRGC) and Basij (Mobilization Forces) members martyred 

in Jabel Amel Lebanon in bombardments by Zionist and French planes. 


The ceremony was attended by family members of the martyrs, a number of Ulama, 
Cabinet ministers, Majlis deputies, military and IRGC officials and the IRGC 
Commander Mohsen Rezaei. The bodies of the 13 martyred last week, were trans- 
ferred here Tuesday. 


Military and security personnel holding flags of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and also black flags as a sign of mourning had lined on the two sides of the 
streets. The crowd chanted slogans in condemnation of the imperialist powers, 
French and U.S. governments and the regime occupying Palestine. 


The coffins of 13 martyrs wrapped in Islamic Republic of Iran's flag and cov- 
ered by wreaths of flowers were transferred to Behesht Zahra cemetery. 


Before the transfer of the bodies, the IRGC commander in a speech deplored 
bombardment of the Lebanese city of Ba'albek by French and Zionist planes 
which led to martrydom of 30 Lebanese Moslems and [word illegible] 13 IRGC 
members. 


This incident has once again concentrated and intensified the campaign of the 
Moslem people of Iran against the U.S., France and the Zionist regime, Mohsen 
Rezaie said. 


At a time when the Sh'ite Moslems of Lebanon were suffering under the domina- 
tion of the Zionists, and no one assisted them, a group of Islamic combatants 
of Iran went to their help and through their Islamic move, and self-sacrifice, 
repeated the history of the early days of Islam, he said. 


He further added that the sizes and magnificence of the procession were blows 
at the U.S. and the French government as well as the Zionist regime. 
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Referring to plots of Superpowers in Lebanon, Rezaie said that they were well 
aware that the presence of the Islamic Forces in Lebanon would prevent them 
from carrying out their anti-Islamic policies. Therefore, he stressed, the 
oppressive powers have become mobilised against the Lebanese Moslems. 


In another part of his speech the IRGC commander emphasised that the Islamic 
Forces would continue their struggle against Superpowers more vizorously and 
will reach [ods through Karbala. 


He also praised the bravery of the Moslems of Lebanon in repelling the attacks 
by Zionist and French planes. The French government had launched a massive 
propaganda on the effectiveness of these planes with the intention of creating 
fear among people. However, he said, a Lebanese Moslem downed a Super Eten- 
dard jet with a 23 mm anti-aircraft artillery. 


Further on the crimes of American, French and Zionist Forces in Lebanon, 
Rezaie said that although a massive force had been deployed in Lebanon, 
casualties of Moslems were very low. 


He said that the Iranian Moslem people were in the frontline of the anti-U.S. 
Struggle and stressed that in the first possible opportunity the country would 
mobilise all its forces against U.S. plots. 


As for the on-going Val Fajr-4 offensive, launched in the northern sector of 
the warfronts, the IRGC commander said that the Iranian Forces have liberated 
more than 1,000 sq. kms of Iranian land and territory within Iraq, in the area 
between Sardasht (West Azarbaijan Province) and Southern Marivan (Kurdistan 
Province). 


The Iranian Forces in this operation have captured more than one thousand 
Iraqi soldiers and have seized a large number of Iraqi vehicles and munition. 
He also pointed out that in this offensive the Iraqi infantry units have suf- 
fered great casualties and the Iraqi armoured units have lost their 
capability. 
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IRAN 


MONTAZERI DISCUSSES DOMESTIC ISSUES WITH FRIDAY IMAMS 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 26 Oct 8&3 pp l, 4 


[Text] The Friday imams of the provinces throughout the country, who are stay- 
ing at Qum, met yesterday with Ayatollah Montazeri. Mr Nateq-Nuri, the minister 
of interior, was present at this meeting. Grand Ayatollah Montazeri, in a 
speech showing his appreciation and thanks to the Friday imams, also referred 
to the question of self-sufficiency and stated: '"Hojjat ol-Eslams aiid Friday 
imams who are worthy of the attention of the Muslim nation today, and whose 
words have extreme spiritual effects on people's hearts, must act according 

to the sayings of the Koran and the direction of his eminence (the first 

imam) Amir (greetings to him). In the first place, they must be completely 
refined and endowed with God's morals so that the effects of their words re- 
main in the hearts of the people forever. If we do not improve ourselves 
before others, we will never be able to educate society and drive it towards 
God's goals." 





In this regard, he referred to the question of security guidelines which have 
been imposed due to the special counterrevolutionary conditions in the country 
on the respectable Friday imams and other personalities and said: "Although 
we hope these guidelines will be changed very soon and that the clergy and 
learned men will be able to live as before, with the same simplicity among 

the people. But we must be careful to be content with the minimum of these 
guidelines and eliminate excessive guidelines as far as possible. In our life 
style, we must live like the deprived of the people in the same manner as he- 
fore." 


Grand Ayatollah Montazeri, in regard to the contact of responsible authorities 
with devout people emphasized: "We must not only confirm and support those who 
are in our favor. On the contrary, the basis of our confirmation, support and 
granting of responsibilities must be based only on God and individual merits. 
Every religious, capable, and concerned person must be confirmed and be given 

a job and responsibilities." 


Also in regard to the relations and contacts of the respectable Friday imams 
with the governors and district governors, he stressed: "We must build up the 
personalities of the authorities and in exchange demand work from them. We must 
not expect purity from them when we are all involved with weakness and faults. 
If supposedly we have some problem with a governor or district governor, these 
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problems must not be discussed in sermons. Also we must not confront them 
with irrational and anti-Islamic conduct. On the contrary, we must act with 
self-respect and generosity. One must consider the possibilities that both 
sides might make mistakes and try to solve the problems fairly during weekly 
meetings which I always insist that they be held in order to prevent misunder- 
standing and misinterpretation which is not dignified of clergymen, especially 
Friday imams." 


Grady Ayatollah Montazeri, in regard to the extremist confrontation with people 
said: "My dear brothers, you must be concerned that the country needs special- 
ized and experienced forces. Most of the disagreements and inadequacies are 
due to not employing the capable and expert individuals. Definitely, if it 
were possible for all expert forces to be devout and orthodox Muslims, it 

would be excellent and ideal. However, since this is not so, we must not be 
severe and banish the experts due to their previous record, such as being in 

a picture with a member of the previous regime or having done something else. 
If we realize that these people in any profession would like to serve their 
country at present and are not interested in plots and do not have contacts 
with the counterrevolution, we must absorb them. You must know that they are 
much better than foreign engineers; at least they might like their country 

and their nation a little bit." 


In the continuation of his talk, he referred to the question of the future 
Majlis election and emphasized: "Since the Majlis is at the head of affairs 
and is the national and revolution's speaker, and is the point of interest in- 
side and outside the country, we must make arrangements so that responsible 
and wise individuals, with political background, capable of solving political 
and revolutionary questions are elected to the Majlis. You gentlemen must be 
aware that acquisition and sufficient knowledge of the present situation is 
not enough to be a representative of Majlis. Certainly, the representative 
must be religious and follow the Islamic line, but the main thing is his 
political growth and consideration of social affairs. If he is only a fine 
person but is weak in political and revolutionary affairs, we will not have 

a good Majlis." 


In the same regard, he addressed the Friday imams and stressed: "Since the 
respectable gentlemen are representatives of the eminent Imam, like the Imam 
himself, their kindness must apply to everyone. If you noticed that few 
certain candidates have the same qualifications, you must not confirm one and 
reject the other. Rejection of the others is not right at all, and does not 
suit your spiritual ranks. Definitely, if a person is corrupt and anti-Islamic, 
he must not be confirmed. But if you know all the candidates, and if they are 
all devout, capable and have wisdom and political growth, you must confirm them 
all, regardless of their connections or lack of connections to a party or 
special group. Like the eminent Imam, you should be kindhearted and what is 
important for the future candidates is virtue and knowledge in any needed 
field. Connections and having relations with this and that group are not 
criteria. You noticed in the Koran, God's basis for the selection of officials 
and government is intellect and physical pewers, meaning the material, scien- 
tific and spiritual power. In any case, the dignified Friday imams must con- 
sider their relations with the eminent Imam, and never involve themselves in 
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affairs which are not suitable to their dignity. If they decided to confirm 
one side, they must not reject the other side.” 


At the conclusion of this meeting, the Friday imams of the nation’s pro- 


vinces participated in the noon and afternoon prayers headed by Ayatollah 
Montazeri. 
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IRAN 


DILIPAK ASSESSES STAKES IN IRAN-IRAQ WAR 
Istanbul MILLI GAZETE in Turkish 15 Nov 83 pp 3,9 
("Foreign Policy" column by Abdurrahman Dilipak: "The Crisis in the Gulf"] 


[Text ] The Iran-Iraq war continues to intensify, and there are no indications 
that the war can be ended. On the contrary, the war has the potential to engulf 
the Gulf region and to spread to the entire Arabian peninsula. 


Such an eventuality will not be too far off if Iran attempts to choke off the 
Gulf. Although tne American administration does not appear to be taking such 
threats by Iran too seriously in its statements, it has been steadily building 
up its military presence in the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean. Meanwhile, 
the White House has prepared a report embodying a series of measures to be taken 
to prevent panic and to overcome the oil shortage that will be felt in the 
country if the Gulf is choked off. 


Iran has linked its threat to close off the Gulf to an attack by Iraq on loading 
facilities at Kharg Island. If Iraq attacks these facilities, which are vital 
for Iran, Iran will in return choke off the Gulf to cut off Iraq's oil supply 
lines. This way, the two sides will have begun an effort to destroy each 
other's economy. However, this situation will have a first-degree effect not 
only on the two countries concerned, but on all the Gulf countries and _ the 
oil-importing industrialized nations. 


If Iraq risks such an attack, it will not need its new Super Etendart planes; it 
can hit Iran's oil loading facilities with Soviet-made surface-to-surface 
missiles. Iraq may eventually resort to this means for the following reason: 
In such a situation, Iraq will win the active support of Gulf countries against 
Iran, and a confrontation will be created in the Gulf between the United States 
and the Iranian regime. 


Of course, in such a situation, the United States will want to intervene in Iran 
over Lebanon, the Gulf region and Turkey. However, at the moment, it is not 
clear whether the Turkish goverment will permit such a move at the last minute. 
In fact, judging from initial statements on this issue, we can say that Turkey 
will not permit such a move. Iran has felt the need to announce exlplicitly 
that the Turkish-Iraqi oil pipeline will be kept open, apparently with the 
motive of insuring such a stance by Turkey against the United States. This way, 
a major supply line to Iraq will remain open. Even so, the closure of the Gulf 
may be a lethal blow to Iraq. 
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Rather than intervening in Iran directly, the United States would prefer an 
operation that would be jointly carried out with other regional governments, as 
in the case of Grenada. 


It is hard to predict the consequences of a possible U.S. military operation 
against Iran. The United States may even warn Iran with a nuclear threat 
through Iraq. Or, the United States may suffer a major defeat in the Gulf, and, 
as a result, the gates of the Arabian Peninsula may be left wide open for Iran. 


On the other hand, we can definitely say that Iran is benefiting from this 
Situation. The movement against the regimes of the region is steadily gaining 
strength. If Iran manages to remain upright it will probably have to settle 
accounts with the United States eventually. I believe that the Iran-Iraq war 
will not last too much longer. But it is hard to predict where it will stop. 
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IRAN 


FORMER NAVY COMMANDER ON TRIAL FOR TREASON 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 7 Dec 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] Tehran--The trial of three members of the secret military wing of the 
defunct Tudeh Party began in the military tribunal of the Islamic Revolution 
yesterday in the presence of the former Secretary General of the Party, 
Nuredin Kianuri and other Tudeh officials. 


Yesterday's trial was against former Navy Commander Bahram Afzali, who was 
arrested last spring soon after the confessions of the Tudeh Party members 
in prison. 


He was the only person being tried and the two other accused were not 
present at the court. 


Kianuri was attending the trial to provide information about the relation- 
ship of Afazli and the other two accused with the Tudeh Party. 


In an introduction before the start of the trial, the Chief of the Military 
Tribunal, Hojjatoleslam Mohammadi Reyshahri said that the trial showed Iran's 
"neither East nor West" policy. 


"It does not matter for the Islamic Revolution to try those involved in the 
American Nojeh Coup (in the early summer of 1980) of the servants of the 
East and Soviet Union," he said. 


Hojjatoleslam Mohammadi Reyshahri said that the role of the military members 
in the affairs of the Tudeh Party itself was very insignificant in terms of 
numbers. 


He added that the military members were about 200 and had infiltrated the 
police, gendarmerie and army forces. 


"We are not trying them as military individuals, because the Moslem people 
of Iran know them as traitors and spies..." he said. 


Kianuri and other senior Tudeh members were arrested in February, as they 
were ready to escape the country with false identifications. 
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On April 30 they appeared on television and admitted their involvement in 
espionage activities for the Soviet Union and holding arms for the military 
wing. 


"We used to send reports on the military and political matters (of Iran) to 

the Soviet Union... that which was related to the over-all politics of Iran 

was analysed by me and a report would be sent to the Soviet Union every once 
in a while," Kianuri said in his first confessions on national television. 


He also said that reports from the Iranian Armed Forces were obtained from 
various sources and "this was the greatest offense on our part which was an 
act of treason.” 


The other two accused, Colonel Houshang Attarian and Colonel Bijan Kabiri, 
will go on trial in the later stages of the court procedures. 


The prosecutor has called on the tribunal to punish Afzali as a Mufsid Fil- 
Arth (Corrupt on Earth) and a Myharib (seditionist). 


The prosecutor said in his indictment against Afzali that the short-term 
objectives of the secret military wing were to further infiltrate military 
organizations in the country and to attract more members with Marxist 
tendencies to gather strategic information about the armed forces and the 
Iraqi imposed war. 


The long-term objectives, he added, were to push the Islamic Republic towards 
a close relationship with the Eastern block and eventually seize power at 
an appropriate moment. 


In his defense, Afzali told the Tribunal that he acted as a tool in the 
hands of the Tudeh leaders. 


"The information which I provided the Tudeh Party from the military's 
classified material were mostly top secret," Afzali said. 


He said he had been a member of the Tudeh Party's youth organisation in the 
early years of his high school (in the early 1950's) and he was once arrested 
in 1954, a year after the Shah's coup d'etat with the help of the CIA. He 
was released after some time and broke contact with the Tudeh until the 
Islamic Revolution. 


"After the Islamic Revolution, after some 20 or so years, I accepted a 

request to join the Tudeh Party during an accidental meeting with a man 

named Khatib, at a time when I did not have enough knowledge about the party's 
activities," he said. 


"When I used to analyse things for myself I felt the necessity for a leftist 


party in order to overcome the problems of the country and directing the 
country towards (economic) justice and equality. 
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"The party members frequently emphasised in their meetings with me to estab- 
lish contacts with the country's high-ranking officials and give them (the 
Tudeh members) information about the latest developments and official policies 
in the country, especially concerning the Tudeh Party." 


Afzali wept over his actions against the Moslem people of Iran and requested 
pardon from Imam Khomeini, the Moslem people of Iran and the Tribunal. 


Nureddin Kianuri said during the trial that he and other leaders of the Tudeh 
Party were trying to create a crisis in the country and gather enough force 
to act against the Islamic Republic. 


"But," he added, "since the Islamic Revolution was growing stronger each 
day and on the other hand, the (Tudeh) Party had a small force, it was not 
possible to do anything significant." 


Kianuri said that the Tudeh had committed great offenses against the Islamic 
Republic, most importantly the gathering of intelligence material and espionage 
espionage for the Soviet Union. 


"Despite the fact that we see ourselves as intellectuals, we and others still 
cannot understand the strengtn of religious philosophy and the deep penetra- 
tion of religion among the hardworking masses, especially the peasants and 
the workers. For this reason they (intellectuals) think that they can 
attract the religious people with their political and social activities." 


One other participant in the trial, Mahdi Partovi, a high-ranking member of the 


the secret military wing, said that the Tudeh Party was "trying to create a 
catastrophe in Iran and create a situation similar to Afghanistan." 


CSO: 4600/201 


122 





PAKISTAN 


FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER ANALYZES RELATIONS WITH U.S. 
GF130941 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Nov 83 pp l, 3 


[Text] Lahore, 28 Nov--Agha Shahi, former foreign minister, has said that the 
present U.S. Pakistan relationship rested on two basic instruments viz the 
bilateral Pakistan-U.S. agreement of 1959 and the joint Pakistan U.S. statement 
of 16 September 1981. 


He was initiating a discussion on "Pakistan-United States relations during the 
1980" under the auspices of the society for the advancement of higher educa- 
tion here today. 


The bilateral agreement of 1959, he pointed out, provided for United States 
assistance in the event of Pakistan becoming a victim of (communist) aggression 
"but it fell far short of a full security guarantee." Its operation would de- 
pend on "from which direction the aggression came, the willingness of the 

- American Congress to uphold the U.S. commitment at the time and the mood of 
public opinion in the United States," he noted. 


Therefore, Mr Shahi stated, "the element of dependability was open to 
question." 


About the second instrument, namely the joint statement of 16 September 1981, 
Mr Shahi asserted that it "confirmed the new basis for U.S.-Pakistan relation- 
ship" agreed upon in talks between the then Pakistan Foreign Minister (Shahi 
himself) and U.S. secretary of state in April 1981. Under the same, he con- 
tinued, the United States undertook to "respect the non-alignment of Pakistan 
and consequently not to expect Pakistan to give the U.S. any military bases or 
similar facilities, nor any kind of alignment with the U.S. and its allies in 
any strategic consensus for the region directed against the Soviet Union or 
any other state." 


Mr Shahi maintained that it was well understood, under the second instrument of 
1981, by the United States that Pakistan would "not become a conduit for the 
flow of arms to the Afghan mujahideen." 


He pointed out it was within the aforesaid framework of new relationship that 
the United States agreed to a 5-year aid programme of 3.2 billion dollars, 
half of it as economic aid and the other half towards the sale of military 
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equipment to Pakistan over the period 1982-87. Pakistan was to make purchases 
of arms from loans provided by the U.S. at the market rates on interest pre- 
vailing from time to time. 


That being the case, the military sales agreement was in the nature of a 
"commercial transaction," hence no question of a quid pro quo in terms of 
political support of U.S. foreign policy or alignment against the other super- 
power arises from the agreement, he maintained. However, Agha Shahi, noted ‘No 
doubt, even the decision to supply arms to Pakistan on commercial terms involved 
political decision on the part of the United States. However, he added, that 
decision was made by the U.S. when the whole world had come to recognise that 
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Pakistan was in the 
interest of the region and many other countries beyond the regions’ confines." 


The former foreign minister said the fact that the United States has shown its 
willingness to sell a billion dollars worth of arms to India also "should dis- 
pel any notion that there is anything very special about Pakistan to recipro- 
cate through a quid pro quo of a political or strategic nature which would 
degrogate from the independence of our foreign policy or impose some kind of 
external constraint on our ability to act freely." 


"Neither on the side of Pakistan nor the U.S. was this an exclusive kind of 
relationship," he underlined. 


As to Pakistan-U.S. relationship in the 80's, Mr Shahi opined it was not very 
likely that either side would lightly seek to opt out of it so long as it was 
considered to benefit both sides. This relationship "should last until 1987" 
after which it could be extended by mutual agreement or terminated or con- 
sidered "no longer compatible with the interests of either side." 


CSO: 4600/190 
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PAKISTAN, LIBYA TO IMPROVE RELATIONS 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Dec 83 p 24 


[Text ] 


CSO; 


DHAKA, Dec 8: Pakistan anc 
Libya today decided to improve 
their relations. 

The Foreign Ministers of the two 
countries, Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, 
and Abdul Ali Ibrahim al-Obeidi, 
met in what was described as 
“friendly and cordial atmosphere” 
and discussed bilateral, regional 
and international issues. 

This was the first high-level con- 
tact between the two countries dur- 
ing last one year. 

The two leaders decided to hold a 
meeting of the Pak-Libya Joint 
Economic Commission in the near 
future and explore possibilities of a 
“highest level” meeting between 
the two countries. 

APP adds: It may be recalled that 
the relationship between the two 
countries had remained lukewarm 
during the last one-and-a-half 
years. 

Pakistan delegation sources said 
it was the desire on both sides to 
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hold a meeting for a meaningful 
cooperation. 

Pakistan and Libya, the sources 
said, had developed in the past 
closer relations when Pak-Libya 
Joint Commission and Pak-Libya 
Holding Company were formed. 
Moreover, 3,500 Pakistanis were 
employed in Libya. 

The meeting, the sources said, 
paved the way for improving rela. 
tions, and both the leaders pledged 
to work for strengthening friendly 
relations. 

Sahabzada Yaqub informed his 
counterpart that Pakistan had al- 
ways taken independent and 
principled stand on issues affecting 
Libya, in the Security Council. On 
the Gulf of Sidra issue, in the Secur- 
ity Council, Pakistan had taken a 
very balanced stand, he added. 

The Libyan Minister was also 
told about Pakistan's independent 
and principled stand on Chad when 
members of the Council wanted to 
single out Libya. 
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PAKISTAN 


MILITARY FORCES INATTENTIVE TO BORDER VIOLATIONS 


Karachi AMN in Urdu 9 Oct 83 p 2 


{Column by Jamma Khan: "During Political Governments Our Borders Were Never 
Attacked" 


[Excerpt] Our history proves that when there was a political government in the 
country no invasion across our borders occurred. In the region of Gen Ayub 

Khan we had to fight a war with India. In the time of Gen Yahya Khan there 

was another war, which resulted in the secession of east Pakistan. Today, 

once again we have the rule of armed forces. From one direction there comes 

news that India is arming. From the other direction came reports that Afghan- 

istan continues to violate our air space under the impression that we are 

virtually unarmed. We tolerated one violation; we tolerated another. We 

protested once; we protested again. What is the good of having the F-16's 

after all? Were these planes meant to be museum pieces? Like other countries, 

we too have a right to defend our borders. According to the UN Charter, every 

country has the right to self-defense and can justifiably hit targets that are 

being used for aggression. There are limits to verbal and written protests. 

We are not a nation without pride, nor are we cowards. We should exercise our 

right of self-defense with every means at our disposal. It is a matter of pro- 

found shame that while we are ruled by the armed forces, violations of our | 
borders go unchecked. Be it India or Afghanistan, no country should be per- 

mitted to take advantage of our internal situation to challenge our national 
self-respect by sometimes tweaking our nose or twisting our arms. We should | 
demonstrate to the world that we are not lifeless and that we are a virile 

people who know how to teke care of our defenses. | 


In view of serious reports from neighboring countries, it is in the best inter- 
ests of the government that it put its house in order. As a gesture of good | 
will, the government should unconditionally release all political prisoners 

and initiate talks with them so that a way can be found to create national 
reconciliation and end sabotage and unrest. 


The present government is not run by politicians. It is not headed by 
elected representatives but by armed forces. Therefore, it is in its own best 
interests to acknowledge how strong the Indian Army is and what the conse- 
quences of a war with Afghanistan, while Russian forces are there, might be. 





When there is danger from two directions and when there is unrest in certain 
parts of the country, the situation becomes critical. We have fought two 
wars with India and we know full well that no one came to our aid. Admitted- 
ly, it would be tough for our armed forces to tackle threats from two direc- 
tions while still involved in internal conflicts. 


The people's leaders who are under house arrest or in prison can play no role 
in strengthening national defense. But in view of the dangers looming over 
the country, the government needs as many friends as it can find. Those who 
are angry should be conciliated. Legitimate complaints from those who are 
suffering from unrest should be removed without delay. 
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PAKISTAN 


END OF ZIA REGIME SAID KEY TO PAKISTAN'S SOLIDARITY 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 17 Oct 83 pp 3, 7 
[Article by Meymand] 


[Text] The people of Pakistan who are sacrificing their lives and properties 
in the cause of restoration of democracy, have intensified their struggles 
more than any other time. Now, political tempest and fury of the people have 
covered all parts of Pakistan. The toiling classes of different nationalities 
of Pakistan at the invitation of the Movement for Restoration of Democracy 
have decided explicitly to fight to the last drop of their blood in annihilat- 
ing the military and dictatorship regime of General Zia, the puppet of U.S. 
imperialism. 


The demonstration which was held by 2,000 judges and lawyers in Lahore, the 
capital of Punjab and the resignation of three members of the Consultative 
Assembly, indicate the opposition of all toiling masses of Pakistan against 
the blood-sucking regime of Zia and his treacherous gang. The solidarity of 
the people of Baluchistan and Punjab Provinces with the Movement for Restor- 
ation of Democracy and the Uprising of the people of Sind Province against the 
tryanny of the military regime reflect the continuous and extensive struggles, 
which will not spare the self-interested Zia's regime. Now, the toilers of 
Pakistan have firm intention to drag the military governor and his mercenaries 
to the popular courts in order to try and punish them for their treacheries. 


The military government has warned the judges and lawyers on the consequences 
that if they do not stop their protesting demonstration against the military 
regime of General Zia, they may be forced to trial in the military courts. 


The military government of Islamabad has carried out extensive suppressing oper- 
ations against the Movement for Restoration of Democracy in Lahore, Faiselabad, 
Quetta, Moro, Khirpur, Naten Shah, Hala and other cities of Pakistan. They 
have used firearms, throwing gas at the demonstrators and beating them. A 
large number of the demonstrators including women have been thrown in prison. 
At present, in Pakistan's prisons, not a single place could be found for a 
prisoner and still the military government, for its self-interest continues its 
treachery and continues to arrest people. 
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According to the report of Mulana Amruti, one of the leaders of the Jama'‘ate 
Eslami Party, now it has been proven that General Ziaul Haq is one of the 
followers of Qadiyani sect and thus a heretic. 


General Zia has learned all the deceptive practices from his great teacher 
Reagan, who, pretending to be a supporter of the holy religion of Islam, is 
training the enemies of the toiling people of Afghanistan in the Pakistan's 
military training camps, equipping them with arms and sending them to DRA for 
sabotaging, terroristic and subversive operations. In other words, he orders 
the Zionist-Israelis to massacre the Muslims in Palestine and Lebanon and to 
eradicate totally Islam. Reagan for the purpose of communicating his instruc- 
tions to General Zia, now and then, sends his CIA agents, the Secretary of 
State, Secretary of the Defense and other U.S. high-ranking officials to 
Pakistan. 


Now, that the nature of General Zia has been revealed to the people of Pakis- 
tan, it is up to the people of that country to begin a holy Jihad against this 
tyrranical governor who has worn the garmet of Islam and to end the rule of 

this non-Muslim and murderer of the Pakistani people and to establish a demo- 
cratic system which is the people of Pakistan's determination and for which they 
have fought. 


12646 
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PAKISTAN 


WIDESPREAD CONFUSION OVER KIND OF SYSTEM NATION NEEDS 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 8 Oct 83 p 2 


[Column by Jumma Kahn: "Monarchy or Presidential, Parliamentary or Socialist 
Democracy?" ] 


[Excerpt] Many of the people in power believe that since Pakistan is a nation 
based on ideology and has been created in the name of Islam, no other system 
but the Islamic system should be permitted here. If people really want the 
Islamic system to be enforced here, then there is no problem, but first we 
should ponder two points. First, why is it that more than 40 other Islamic 
nations, including Saudi Arabia, have not found it necessary to adopt this 
System. Second, have we got the kind of administrative machinery necessary 
for enforcing this system? 


If we declare the Koran the embodiment of Islam, then our problem becomes quite 
simple. But in addition to having complete faith in the Koran, we must also 
accept the commentaries by the prophet and the prophet's beliefs. And when we 
consider the various religious authorities and sects, it becomes clear that 
great difference exist among them on the word of the Prophet Mohammed and con- 
mentaries on the sayings of the prophet. One sect prays one way and the other 
sect does not agree with the method. Instead, it prays in a different manner. 
The people of one sect offer prayers in a loud voice, but people of another 
sect disagree with this. One sect believes in visiting the tombs of the holy 
men of Islam; another sect does not approve of such practices as mourning and 
the placing of gifts at a tomb. One sect believes that zakat can be given to 
any deserving Muslim. Another sect says that it is bound to give zakat only 
to members of its own sect. Similarly, there are differences over Islamic 
punishment. One sect proposed lenient punishment while another favors harsh 
punishment. : 


Our country has a population of 80 million. ‘here are Devbandis. There are 
Barelavis and Shias and Ahloe Hadis. There are Agha Khanis, Daudi Boharis. 
Every sect has its own tenets and every sect holds these tenets dearer than 
life. Under these conditions, to promulgate an Islamic system that every sect 
would consider right in the light of its own tenets is difficult if not down- 
right impossible. 


At the moment, the situation is that a majority of our laws comprises those 
that are enacted by the British, and their foundation is secular and they can- 
not be moulded into Islamic forms. Apart from these, we have a few Islamic 
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laws and a few more are in the offing. In addition, there are martial laws, 
promulgated during the 6 years of martial law. Because of different kinds 
of laws, there are ordinary and military courts and a few Shariat courts 
have also been set up. Now a plan to set up courts of Qazis is in its 

last stages and as a result there will be four kinds of courts functioning. 


People will have to follow old secular laws as well as orders issued under 
martial law. 


This is neither here nor there. We are in danger of falling between two 
stools. 


The simultaneous imposition of different and disparate laws can only harm a 
society; it cannot do any good. Our basic question is that whatever the 
nature of the system or the laws that we choose to enforce, these laws should 
be pure and free from adulteration. Only then can we try to embellish this 
system with good and save it from evil. On the other hand, if we go on im- 
posing different systems and different kinds of laws simultaneously and if we 
keep on creating new kinds of courts, we will be creating new problems for the 
people. The administration will also have a hard time deciding which case 
should be taken to the ordinary court, which to the Shariat court and which 

to the court of the Qazi or the military court. 


In the past, some people believed in socialism and their explanation was that 
they would pick and choose only those principles that did not conflict with 
Islam. This stand was rejected and the position was taken that instead of 
adopting socialist principles that conform to Islamic teachings, why not adopt 
these very principles as just Islamic principles? Why take the name of 
socialism at all? Those who differ with the point of view of Islamic social- 
ism contend that it is not possible to graft socialism onto Islam and that 
Islam is not subject to any restrictions. But these very thinkers and in- 
tellectuals have no objection to the name of Islamic democracy. They believe 
that there is no conflict between Islamic and democratic values. In my opin- 
ion, if it is not possible to graft socialism onto Islam then it is equally 
difficult to accept the existenme of anything like Islamic democracy is Islamic 
rule. 


Islamic values are one thing and democratic values quite another. 


In democracy, a majority decision cannot be dismissed even though it may be 
wrong or disagreeable. But under a monarchy or under martial law or under 
Islam, if the ruler does not like the majority decision he can set it asice 
and act according to his own will. 


Our problem is that instead of adopting one recognized system we are trying to 
examine all of the current systems in the world in order to pick and choose the 
best out of them and then create a system in conformity with the principles of 
Islam. Here again we come back to the same question: If we accept the Islamic 
system to be the best, then why go about evaluating other systems and why not 
adopt the Islamic system in the name of Islamic principles? 
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We want to follow the Koran, and we also want to keep in mind Koranic com- 
mentaries. We want to adopt Shariat, and democracy is also dear to us. We 
have not forgotten Quaid-e Azam, and we also seek the ideals of Nawab Bahadur 
Yar Jung. One venerable personage opines that Islam does not recognize politi- 
cal parties and therefore a non-party system should be adopted. Another holds 
that a non-party system would be undemocratic because it is impossible to visu- 
alize democracy without political parties. Sometimes we get involved in a dis- 
cussion about some democratic countries that practice proportional representa- 
tion, and we feel that we should also try this prescription. These people are 
completely oblivious to the fact that in Islam there is no such thing as pro- 
portional representation. 


12286 
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PAKISTAN 


PRESERVATION OF ISLAMIC CONCEPTS IN RULING SYSTEM URGED 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 26 Oct 83 p 2 


[Article by Jumman Khan: "Concept of Islamic Rule Should Be Kept Pure; There 
Should Be No ‘Adulterations'"] 


[Excerpts] General Zia announced his political structure on 12 August, accord- 
ing to which he wants to hold popular elections. He believes that this politi- 
cal structure will help establish an Islamic democracy in the country and 
achieve the goal for which Pakistan was founded. He has also started discussing 
this structure with various politicians belonging to now-defunct parties. 

Among the leaders he has already had discussions with Pir Sahib Pagara. During 
the current session of the Federal Council, General Zia flatly admitted that 
there is no room for a multiparty system in the Islamic concept of democracy, 
and therefore the Federal Council should change its recommendation asking for 
elections on a party basis. He went on to say that the elections should be 
conducted without party involvement. Should the newly elected government so 
desire, it can establish a party system. So far, only Pir Sahib Pagara has 
supported this announcement and said that he will accept the idea of non-party 
elections. The leaders of other parties are still insisting that General Zia 
hold elections based on a party system if he wants to reinstate the 1973 con- 
stitution. According to this constitution, full freedom is given for the par- 
ticipation of political parties, as in other democratic countries. General Zia 
suggested several ammendments in his 12 August presentation but did not suggest 
any ammendment forbidding a party system. Since all defunct political and 
religious parties agree that there is no room for political parties in a system 
based on Islam, they should cease to exist as parties. Pir Sahib Pagara should 
at least take the initiative by announcing such a step and dissolving Muslim 
League. He should not be called the President of the Muslim League from now on. 
Surprisingly, instead of announcing the dissolution of the Muslim League, he has 
appealed to all Muslim Leaguers to be prepared to participate in an election 
held without party participation. If other political parties also make such 
announcements that would kill the whole idea of having an election without party 
participation, so how can we know what is right and what is wrong? 


I am willing to assume that political parties have no role in an election based 
on Islamic principles, and since Islamic rule is being brought about in this 
country, there is no need to have elections on a party basis. The problem, 
however, is that General Zia calls his political structure as Islamic democracy. 
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I have already said that there is no such thing as an Islamic democracy, nor 
can we establish it. Just as the concept of Islamic socialism is not accept- 
able, so the concept of Islamic democracy is also wrong. Why should we try to 
patch the Islamic concept onto the idea of democracy when Islam is a philosophy 
complete in itself? The idea of Islamic democracy is a hoax, as is the idea of 
Islamic socialism. Neither can we call any system "Islamic dictatorship" or 
"Islamic communism." 


If we want Islamic rule we do not have to depend on democratic or socialist 
principles. We should openly announce that we will follow only the rules set 
forth in the Koran and not mention democracy or socialism. If we want to dis- 
cuss democracy and socialism then we will have to follow the principles inherent 
in them, be they in accord with Islamic principles or not. We will have to 
accept the existence of a party system and hold elections based on a party 
system, since democracy and political parties are inseparable. 


General Zia should get a decree from Islamic scholars declaring that there is no 
role for political parties in an Islamic system if he wants to establish a pure 
form of Islamic rule. He should change the name of Pakistan to Islamic Pakistan. 
The word "democracy" is out of place here. Many countries do not use the word 
"democratic" in their names even though they are democratic in nature. America 
and Saudi Arabia are two such countries. We, too, can simply call our country 
Pakistan or, to indicate the philosophy behind its establishment, call it 
Islamic Pakistan. 


We should have Islamic rule if we like Islam. Otherwise we should establish 

a democratic system as accepted elsewhere in the world. If we like socialism 
then we should establish a government based on its principles and if we like 
the sovereign democracy of Saudi Arabia, where Mecca and Medina are, we should 
have royal rule. If we like martial law, the establish military rule. It 
would be a farce if in the name of an Islamic system we establish a government 
system contaminated with a mixture of American presidential rule, the Western 
parliamentary system, the socialist rule of communist countries, the royal 
rule of Saudi Arabia and the military dictatorship of other countries. We 
should keep our Islamic rule pure! 
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PRIVATE INVESTORS LIKELY TO VISIT JAPAN 


Karachi DAWN Business Supplement in English 9 Dec 83 p I 


[Article by M. Ziauddin] 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Dec 8: A team of 
Pakistani private investors is likely 
to visit Japan soon. The idea be- 
hind is said to be to further explore 
the possibility of attracting 
Japanese private investment to 
Pakistan. 

Earlier, last month a team of 
Japanese businessmen had visited 
Pakistan to initiate this process of 
exploration. 

In this context the relevant 
quarters are said to be considering 
the possibility of setting up a Pak- 
Japan Investment Commission 
which would include the rep- 
resentatives of the private sector in 
both the countries. 

The proposed commissiqn is 
likely to be given some kind of offi- 
cial status by attaching to it at least 
one official each from Japan and 
Pakistan. 

The Japanese team which visited 
Pakistan is said to have expressed 
its satisfaction over the high level 
of efficiency it found among the top 
officials in this country. But it is 
said to have found the officials di- 
rectly dealing with the public, 
iather too controls-conscious and 
also lacking in reasonable work 
ethics. 
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_.The team whose main purpose 


was to study the real situation an 


the \d with regar@ to stability 
in the tOuntry, .is said to have 
forwardeé further queries in this 
regard through Pakistan's embas 
int JORG sic ae : 

It is also.sgid to have expressed 
its willizgness to consider bringing 
Japanese private investment into 
Pakistan if Islamabad were to 
stand guarantee against nationali- 
sation and losses due to political 
disruption. 

It is understood that in recent 
years, Japanese investors went to 
war-torn Iran with huge invest- 
ments after they had received simi- 
lar guarantees from the revolutio- 
nary government of Iran. 

The one major stumbling block 
which 4s expected to’come in the 
way of increased Japanese private 
investment in Pakistan is the acute 
paucity Of infrastructural faciliues 
in the country. 

Experts said that unless we im- 
prove the country’s water and 
power supplies adequately and fill 
in the gaping holes in our transport 
and communication network, very 
little is expected to materialise in 
respect to our efforts to attract in- 
creased foreign private 
investment. 
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PAKISTAN 


PAGARA SAYS MUSLIM LEAGUE TO TAKE PART IN NON-PARTY ELECTIONS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 ppl, 6 


[Text] LAHORE, Nov. 26--Reiterating the 'three options’ of elections under a 
political government, political elections under a non-political government or 
non-political elections under a non-political government Pir Pagara said here 
today that despite opposition to non-political elections the Pakistan Muslim 
League (defunct) will take part in them ‘under protest' adding that it was the 
majority decision’ by about 170 Muslim Leaguers who met in Islamabad on Novem- 
ber 22 for ‘a gup shup’. It may be added that the Central Committee of the 
PML in its recent meeting in Islamabad had decided not to take part in non- 
party polls. 


Addressing a news conference the chief of the outlawed party said that the de- 
cision was aimed at bringing a change at the national political scene ‘at all 
costs' for which participation in elections, held under any mode, was neces- 
sary He described as ‘insane’ boycotting of elections held under non-party 
basis (which he termed as non-political) and said that political parties boy- 
cotting them would be strengthning the present government. He said the League 
was not supporting General Ziaul Haq, intentions of the regime, rather it was 
opposed to the martial law government and ‘would like to face the General on 
the floor of the House 


Pir Pagara also lashed out at the partymen who had opposed taking part by the 
League in non-party elections saying that they have no position in the party. 
They are a liability on us and we have time and again told them to go wherever 
they like to'. Regarding his General Secretary S. M. Zafar, he said, for 
those who have a misundertanding about the role of Secretary General in the 
League should read the constitution of the League which says that only Presi- 
dent has the authority and the secretary cannot oppose him on principal issues 
and otherwise too. 


Pir Pagara said the partymen thinking of non-participation in non-political 
elections would be taking part in 'Gherao Jalao' of the MRD which was the 
other name of the PPP whereas the Muslim League did not believe in violence 
and wanted a political settlement of political problems. 


The President of the banned political party expressed the feeling that a 
parliament elected in non-political elections "will be hostile" towards the 
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martial law government adding that people were expected to vote in favour of 
candidates menifesting their indignation to continuation of the military rule 
and the bureaucracy in the country. 


Another reason for deciding in favour of non-party elections was said Pir 
Pagara, the League did not want to close its doors for dialogue with the 
government adding that the party boycotting the elections would be closing the 
chapter of a dialogue ‘which is not a sane attitude. 


He asserted that the League was ‘the only sane and politically conscience 
party’ which was trying to give the situation a better look. He claimed that 
the policies of the League have so far worked successfully and anticipated a 
victory in the next round also although he was aware of the difficulties of 
dislodging those in the saddle of power. 


When asked as to waht would be the reaction of his party if invited to form a 
political government, he said, it was the long outstanding demand of the 
League which was prepared to join any such government under the umbrella of . 
martial law. However, he said, the time for such an invitation should not be 
out of time. ‘If they call us now the better, the future reshaping of the po- 
litical situation is not predictable and if we were asked to form a government 
under difficult circumstances the League might show its inability to do so". 


Replying to a question, the Pir said, the League has not entered into any 
political alliance with any political party but he was in favour of such an 
alliance with like-minded parties ‘at an appropriate time’ which he thought 
had not yet come. 


About his meetings with Prof. Ghafoor Ahmad in Karachi he said the League had 
helped Jamaat-i-Islami nominees in the elections of heads of Local Bodies in 
Sind. Although this was a help on invididual basis and the Jamaat nominees | 
were successful in places like Karachi, Larkana and Tandoadam, the overall 
benefit of the help went the Jamaat way. 'We now have a claim on the Jamaat 
to help us in return whenever such a time comes, he added. He was of the view 
that the help of the Jamaat has aided in bridging the gap between the two 
parties. 


Regarding an alliance of religious parties against Qadianis, he said, it was a 
sectarian front which was contrary to the policies of the League. He said he 
has not so far been approached by the leaders of the three-party alliance of 
Jamiat Ulema-i-Pakistan, Darkhawasti group of Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam and Jamiat 
Ahal-Hadith in this connection. He however, said that he planned to see 
Maulana Abdullah Darkhwasti on his way back to Karachi. 


Pir Pagara was critical of the MRD and its movement and said that it was aimed 
at restitution of the assembly elected under the impugned elections of 1977. 
When asked to elaborate he said that although the 4-point declaration of the 
MRD was silent on it but the fourth demand of holding of election under the 
1973 Constitution spoke of the intention as under the constitution it is the 
assembly which calls for election. He disclosed that Piyar Ali Allana, a 
leader of the defunct PPP had himself told him in August last at Karachi that 
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the PPP wanted the revival of the 1977 assembly. He regretted that certain 
other political parties have been befooled by the PPP in the name of 
democracy. 


Of those killed in Sind during the recent movement, he said, he was convinced 
that 'a thief who is killed while committing a theft cannot be called sha- 
heed'. However he believed that the people in Sind were discontented with the 
present situation and wanted end of martial law because they were of the view 
that the present government wanted to solve the problem militarily whereas it 
could be solved politically only. He said that despite this there seems to be 
normalcy in Sind but people are not satisfied and their minds have certain 
doubts. 


Pir Pagara told newsmen that the League wanted to reactivate Leaguers for 
which a joint meeting of the League workers and workers of the Therik-i-Kar- 
kunan-i-Pakistan will be held on December 24 this year at Lahore. He was 
hopeful of re-activating Leaguers as a result of the proposed joint moot. 
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PAKISTAN 


BALUCHISTAN DEVELOPMENT PLANS DISCUSSED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p 8 


[Text] QUETTA, Nov. 26--Baluchistan's nine major development projects will be 
placed for financing before the coming meeting of the aid to Pakistan consort- 
ium scheduled to be held at Paris in a weeks time. 


It involves at total expenditures of Rs. 9,860 million excluding the electri- 
fication of railways in the Bolan Pass area the cost fo which is to be worked 
out in view of the revised plan. 


This was stated by the Additional Chief Secretary (Planning and Development 
Government of Baluchistan, S. R. Poonigar) in a radio news conference in "Bil 
Mushafah" programme broadcast from Quetta station of radio Pakistan last 
night. Other participants of the conference were Muhammad Rafiq Khan Paracha 
(Bureau Chief APP) Mabool Hussain Rana (Resident Editor Daily Mashriq) Jamilur 
Rehman (Proprietor Editor Daily Meezan) and Muhammad Ilyas of news section of 
radio Pakistan. 


The projects to be placed before the consortium include extension of part 
feeder canal (Rs. 2600 million) laying of Khuzdar-Dadu transmission line (Rs. 
2600 million) building Sibi-Talli-Kahan-Kohlu radio and coastal road (Rs. 1400 
million), construction of Mirani and Akrakore (Mekran division) Dams (Rs. 
1,140 million), Mekra Power House (Rs. 1000/-- million) Coma fish harbours at 
Pasno and Gwadur (Rs. 1000 million) and Quetta Sewerage Project (Rs. 120 
million). 


Mr. Poonigar, will accompany the Federal Planning Minister Dr. Mahbubul Haq 
and represent Baluchistan at the consortium meeting. 


He said that feasibility reports on all these projects had been prepared. He 
was hopeful that the consortium would take up these projects. 


He told a correspondent that extension of the Patfeeder canal would increase 
the quantum of water from the present 300 cusecs to 8200 cusecs and bring ad- 
ditional six lakh acres of land under irrigation. 


All these projects would be taken up under the special development plan, he 
Stated. 
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The ACS said that the sixth five year plan for Baluchistan was of the volume 
of Rs. 4500 million which would be met from the country's own resources. Ac- 
cording to the government development strategy highest priority. He said, had 
been attached to the agriculture and water sector which involves an expendi- 
ture of 1720 million. The object is sector give more attention to the rural 
development and increase the acreage under cultivation as well as per acre 
yield. Greater attention will be given to the small irrigation schemes and in 
this context benefit would be drawn from the investigations already carried 
out for finding the sub-soil water. Three hundred tube-wells would be in- 
stalled in the Sibi and Loralai basins where transmission lines were avail- 
able. Fifty thousand acres of land would brought under irrigation, he stated. 
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PAKISTAN 


NEW COTTON POLICY MAY BE ANNOUNCED NEXT MONTH 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p l 
[Article by Sikander Hayat] 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Nov. 26--A new cotton policy may be announced early next 
month subject to confirmation of the reportedly wide-spread damage to the 
cotton crop, it was learnt here today. 


Senior officials here in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, however, give 
little credence to reports emanating from Lahore of 35 per cent damage to the 
cotton crop. They are in fact waiting the return of the Federal Cotton Com- 
missioner Dr. Abdul Latif from the field who is currently evaluating the sec- 
ond pick of the cotton crop. 


In Punjab, they say, it is the second pick which yields 70 to 75 per cent of 
the harvest. Any assessment of the volume of the crop without having a cor- 
rect position of the second pick is, therefore, likely to be risky, they add. 


Meanwhile, the Federal Government has not admitted any change in its assertion 
that despite reportedly bad crop the actual output would be between 38 lakh to 
41 lakh bales. With the additional 2.5 lakh bales available in old stocks the 
government might find it possible, if only partly, to meet its international 
commitments to sell some 15 lakh bales. 


To offset shortage at home for the textile industry the cotton might be al- 
lowed to be imported from various neighbouring countries who are expected to 
have exportable surpluses this year. In fact, there are already reports of a 
deal being made with the Sudan to purchase 10,000 to 15,000 bales of longer 
staple variety. 


These reports have, however, failed to stem the rising tempo of the cotton 
prices, now at record level of Rs. 870. The cotton ginners and textile owners 
are impressing upon the government to bring the prices down to Rs. 600 through 
a new or modified cotton policy. 


There are, however, no sugges.ions from any quarter to throw open the cotton 
import and export trade to the private sector. But in case large scale cotton 
imports were required the private sector might be inducted into this commodity 
so far exclusively reserved for the state-owned Cocton Export Corporation. 
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The growers would only marginally benefit from any upward revision of the 
cotton prices because the commodity has already been pledged with the commis- 


sion agents or if it is still left with them then it is in a very small 
quantity. 


Always subject to the vagaries of nature the cotton crop has faired good or 
bad depending upon the weather conditions. In the last six years while the 
cotton production increased in 1977-78 (32 per cent), 1979-80 (54 per cent) 


and 1982-83 (10 per cent). It declined by 17 per cent in 1978-79 and by 5 per 
cent in 1981-82. 


The agencies dealing in agroservices are, therefore, more than vocal in prov- 
ing that the cotton crop went wrong despite the best services made available 
by them. They say that fertilizer offtake for the crop was adequate and the 


pesticides use was also up by 70 per cent. They hold excessive rainfall re- 
sponsible for the damage. 
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EFFORTS UNDER WAY TO IMPORT COTTON 


Karachi DAWN Business Supplement in English 9 Dec 83 p I 


[Text ] 


c€So 


4600/204 


LAHORE, Dec 8: Efforts are be- 
ing made on the official level to im- 
port cotton from several countries 
including United States and 
Australia. 

Informed sources said, this was 
being done in order to meet the im- 
pending shortage caused by the de- 
cline in cotton production within 
the country. 

The shortfall is now being es- 
timated in official quarters to be of 
the order of 2.2 million bales. The 
trget for the current season was 5.2 
million bales. 

This reduction in production will 
cost about Rs. 3.8 billion loss to the 
country. 

According to official sources, the 
losses have been calculated at the 
rates, which prevailed in the inter- 
national market last year, that is, 
Rs. 1,700 or US $130 per bale. 
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While the final assessment 01 cot- 
ton production has yet to be made 
Officially, according to most op- 
timistic estimate, it would be to the 
tune of 3 million bales as against 
the target of 5.2 million bales. 


Due to rains and pest attacks, un- 
fortunately, the quality of cotton 
has repeatedly deteriorated 
“onsiderably. 


Superior varieties in demand by 
the textile industry is thus not 
likely to be obtained in quantity 
more than 35 per cent of total 
harvest this year. However, the 
proposed imports could make up 
for this. 

According to a deal struck with 
Sudan, 66,000 bales of cotton from 


that country was to be imported at 
the rate of about Rs. 830 per bale. 


But the deal made by a private 
party remains to go through. 
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PAKISTAN 


RISE IN GHEE PRICES RESENTED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] PESHAWAR, Nov. 26--The over 26 per cent increase in the price of vege- 
table ghee has been strongly resented by the housewife and others who estimate 
the budget of an average family of five to six to go up by about rupees one 
hundred per month. 


A number of housewives visited 'The Muslim’ office in Peshawar today and also 
rang up to voice their strong protest against the fresh increase which they 
said was unprecedented. The domestic situation they said had been greatly up- 
set as some of essentials including vegetables had already touched new height 
in recent weeks while forty per cent appreciation in the value of dollar 
against Pakistan currency too had brought in its wake no less hardships. The 
worst affected in this process, they said, was the low income group particu- 
larly the one which had no avenues of umearned income. They demanded that the 
rise should be withdrawn forthwith. 


Provincial President of the defunct PML (Pagara Group) Mian Mohammad Iqbal and 
its Central Vice-President Syed sibdtul Hasan have also taken strong exception 
to these frequent increases in the prices of essential commodities through 
mini budgets and said that the decision to raise the ghee prices was yet an- 
other instance of governments going back on its commitments. They recalled 
the Finance Minister's assurance at the time of this years budget announcement 
that there would be no mini budgets this time. 


The exhorbitant rise in the prices of vegetable ghee, they said, was alarming 
for a poor man who was completely puzzled about the means to make both ends 
meet. These frequent increases, they feared, were contributing a great deal 
towards rise in corruption and malpractices. The government, they said, had 
totaily failed to keep the economic situation under control and without real- 
ising the position of the common man or the poor government servant the prices 
of essentials were »eing increased on the one hand and direct and indirect 
taxation being imposed on the other. 


The President and General Secretary of the defunct PNP, Sarfraz Mahmood Advo- 
cate and Safdar Khan have also criticised the increase in ghee prices and said 
that the rise in the price of public sector products encouraged the private 
sectors to fleece the consumer. They said that within two days the prices of 
many other commodities had gone up. 
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PAKISTAN 


DUBAI NOW SAID PAKISTAN'S FOURTH LARGEST TRADE PARTNER 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p 8 


[Text] DUBAI Nov. 26--Dubai has become Pakistan's fourth biggest trading 
partner at 750 million dirhams worth during the current year Pakistani exports 
to Dubai were exceeded only by those to Iran, Saudi Arabia and Japan. 


A report in the Khaleej Times said part of the upsurge in trade was due to a 
bumper crop of fruits and vegetables and more vigorous marketing throughout 
the Gulf which finds in Pakistan a cheap and conveniently close course of 
foodstuffs supply. 


According to figures supplied by the Pakistan Consulate here Pakistan was the 
principal supplier of oranges in this market, accounting for over 94 per cent 
of imports into Dubai. 


A consulate spokesman said that Dubai was not the only market where Pakistan 
did well in fruits and vegetables exports. Altogether their exports doubled 
over the previous year which for the period July 1982 to June 1983 stood at 
170 million dirhams. 


To further improve trade a survey is being undertaken by the Trading Corpora- 
tion of Pakistan (TCP). 


The spokesman said Pakistan's garments industry has grown tremendously in re- 
cent year particularly during the last one. Exports reached a record level of 
542 million dirhams. An increase of 57 per cent over 1981-82. It is in this 
area where the ICP is now concentrating. Pakistan also has large surpluses of 
hydrochlorile acid. 
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STEEL COMPLEX: 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Dec 83 p 1 


(Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Dec 8: The 
Pakistan Steel Management is said 
to be seeking financial restructur- 
ing of the steel complex, to make 
the operation and production of the 
steel mill economically more 
viable. 

It is generally alleged that 
Pakistan Steel products cost more 
than the cost of comparable pro- 
ducts elsewhere. However, the 
Management is confident that the 
operation and production costs will 
become more economical with the 
increase in production capacity on 
completion of its various shops. 


The Steel Mill is expected to at 
tain economic viability next year 
with the attainment of 80 per cent 
production capacity. But the prob- 
lem of its product pricing may still 
remain unresolved without certain 
proposals being met by the 
Government. 
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PAKISTAN 


FINANCIAL RESTRUCTURING LIKELY 


Une such proposal is said to be 
the request to the Government to 
write off the cost of building in- 
frastructure at Bin Qasim for the 
Steel Mill. It is argued that the 
selection of site of the Steel Mill at 


Pipri was always a controversial 


Matter, since its development en- 
tailed heavy investment on laying 
transport and communication 
facilities and other ancillary 
Services. 


The total cost of the Pakistan 
Steel kept rising, while it was un- 
der construction for about a de- 
cade, mainly because of the price 
escalation of material and labour 
required to construct it. The 1.1 

illion ton steel mills is said to 
have already cost over Rs 2400 
crore. The infrastructure cost made 
@ good part of the cost and the Gov- 
ernment is sak. *» be examining 





how coulq such a large amount be 
written off. 





PAKISTAN 


ZAKAT VIEWED AS INEFFECTIVE SOCIAL WELFARE TOOL 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 5 Nov 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] The persistence of poverty, humility and want, despite introduction 
of zakat and ushr ordinances and collection and distribution of zakat for 3-4 
years and now ushr, is causing concern in some circles as to why, despite the 
distribution of tens of millions of rupees among needy and deserving people, the 
society cannot be rid of poverty and deprivation. On the contrary, according 

to some circles the number of beggars is constantly increasing, and there his 
been no change whatsoever in the pecuniary condition of the people receiving 
assistance from the zakat fund. People are wondering why there is no practical 
evidence of the blessings of zakat. 


The introduction of zakat and ushr is also an execution of the divine decree. 
But it is clear that its objective is not merely to be rewarded with virtue 

but to free society from deprivation and poverty so as to remove the common 
sight of want from the face of the earth. But the fact is that this was not 
possible. It is quite possible that there may be a few thousand people who, 
after receiving zakat a couple of times, may not feel the need to receive zakat 
any longer. If we were to look at the general conditions from the point of 
view of long-lasting results and ending poverty and want, then there seems to 
be no significant change in the situation before and after the introduction of 
the zakat law. It is quite evident that the deserving cases that received help 
from the zakat fund certainly benefited from it and were even temporarily com- 
forted. This aid did not relieve them from receiving further aid; on the con- 
trary, some believe that it has made them permenently dependent on it. The 
question that naturally arises is why is it that the introduction of zakat 
failed to do away with poverty and want. Some lay the responsibility for this 
failure on the defective system of distribution. Some believe that the amount 
of help given by the zakat committee to any individual of a family does provide 
a means of temporary relief but is incapable of making them stand on their own 
or enable them to become a part of the productive process. According to some 
others, want and poverty is so rampant in society and the number of orphans, 
widows, the miserable, the needy, the sick and clean-clothed paupers is so 
great that the amount of money to be distributed, despite being in the tens of 
millions of rupees, is still insufficient. This is why its effects are not 
conspicuous enough. There are others who believe that since the zakat law is 
not binding on commercial goods, current accounts and hidden possessions, the 
amount of zakat collected is not as much as it was expected to be and the virtues 
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are not apparent to the fullest extent. In this context, the terms and condi- 
tions relating to giving up formal possession of personal property are also 
considered an obstacle. This is why it is not possible to start welfare insti- 
tutions and the sum of money given to individuals cannot be the means of enabling 
them to become a part of the productive process. All these factors certainly are 
of some importance and as such should be taken into account and are responsible 
for not getting the maximum satisfactory results from the zakat system. But if 
we were to look deeper it will become clear that to rid the society of poverty, 
backwardness, want and deprivation, the distribution of tens of millions of 
rupees under the zakat system is by itself not sufficient. In conjunction with 
the zakat system, it is necessary to take some other measures, to which no due 
attention is being given. The zakat system provides only some relief to people 
facing destitution, but to do away with poverty it is essential to bring about 
radical changes in the system of land ownership relating to the means of pro- 
duction, and all classes of people should be provided with equal opportunities. 
If only special classes have a monoply over means of production like land, in- 
dustry and capital and vast multitudes have no access to these resources, then 
social welfare systems, including zakat, may help to free people from the ex- 
tremes of want and poverty but cannot provide them with the ability to become 
productive members of society. It must be kept in mind that providing equal 
opportunity to the backward and the needy also plays a vital role in getting 

them out of permenent poverty. It is also quite possible that they can be pro- 
vided with equal opportunity in taking advantage of national services. The 
society in which the major portion of the resources of production are monopolized 
by a limited and special class of people that is also taking maximum advantage of 
the system of national services by virtue of its highly placed status, while the 
other (weak) classes are not only deprived of their share in the resources of 
production but at the same time are unable to benefit from the national services, 
cannot do away with poverty, want and backwardness. Under such circumstances, 
help provided by the zakat system or a social welfare program will be only tem- 
porary and limited in scope. 


For example, if the current system of land ownership is maintained in Pakistan, 
if only a special class of people monopolize industry and capital, if common 
people do not have access to medical facilities and higher education, if national 
banks and industries are to be controlled solely by bureaucrats or the same class 
of people in different garb, then it will be impossible to remove economic in- 
equities for good because if deprivation of sources of production, which is the 
real cause of backwardness, persists in this way then it will never be possible 
for the deprived class of people to take advantage of national resources or 
services and participate in them to the full. 


9315 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


DECISION ON PRIVATE AIRLINES SOON--MULTAN, Nov. 26--The Chairman of PIA Maj. 
Gen. (Retd) M. Rahim Khan has said that the matter of setting up of a new pri- 
vate airlines company in the country was under consideration by the federal 
cabinet and a decision on this would be announced shortly. Talking to newsmen 
at Multan airport he said that economic condition of PIA was better than ever 
and now PIA had earned a profit of Rs. 620 millions and was capable to pur- 
chase planes not only for domestic use but also for international routes. He 
disclosed that would purchase a fleet of eight planes including DC-10 Jumbo 
747 and twin-jet during next five years; and 727-720 Boeings would be replaced 
by new ones. He said that PIA planned to buy only modern less feul consuming 
planes to save energy. He made it clear that PIA did not intend to increase 
the fare or more retrenchment of the staff in the near future. He alleged 
that unionism had harmed the PIA. However government was actively considering 
a proposal for restoration of trade unionism in PIA. He said that the exist- 
ing schedule of PIA between Karachi and Multan would be changed in January. 

He said that direct Haj flights from Islamabad to Jeddah would be started from 
next Haj season. The Chairman said that government was actively considering 
to set up 13 new airports in important cities of the country while six air- 
ports including D. G. Khan would be opened during the next five years. [Text] 
{Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p 1] 


INDIA'S INTERFERENCE SUPPORTED--ISLAMABAD Nov. 26--Jam Sadiq Ali a leader of 
the defunct PPP and a former Minister in the Bhutto regime has supported 
Indian interference in Pakistan's internal affairs and said the Indian Pre- 
mier has all the rights to backing the agitations launched by the self-styled 
MRD in Pakistan. In an interview with Indian journalist Dhiren Bhagat pub- 
lished in the Illustrated Weekly of India of Nov. 6-12th issue the self exiled 
PPP leader now in London criticised Indian opposition leaders statements crit- 
ical of Indian Prime Ministers remarks against Pakistan. Jam Sadiq admiring 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi in his interview said Indira had played no role in the 
dismemberment of Pakistan in 1971 and added that it was Pakistan that began 
the war. Jam Sadiq defying the identity of Pakistan said, "The ideology of 
Pakistan has been finished after the separation of former East Pakistan," and 
he said some parts of Pakistan together can make "a viable, feasible economic 
country." Jam Sadiq now a champion of anti-Pakistan propaganda in London and 
a source of fake stories published in the Western media, said Pakistan needs 
no army at all because it does not have enemies. What is the use of the army 
in Pakistan he said. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p 8] 
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POLICE FIRED UPON IN LAHORE--LAHORE, Nov. 26--Some unknown persons opened fire 
at the duty room of the Baghbanpura police station here last night killing the 
"Naib Moharrar" on duty and seriously injuring a constable Mohammad Sharif. 
According to a report in a section of the local press, "Naib Moharrar" Liaqat 

Ali was busy in routine work in the duty room of the police station and a con- ( 
stable Mohammad Sharif was also present there when at about 9.30 p.m. some 
unknown persons believed to be terrorists, opened fire with automatic weapon 
(stengun) through the window resulting in Liaquat Ali, death on the spot. Mr. 
Sharif was injured seriously, has been admitted to the Myo Hospital. Accord- 
ing to the police sources stengun of Soviet make was used and 11 bullets were 
fired. The high police officials rushed to the spot and a special team of ex- 
pert police officials have been deputed to trace the assailants. [Text] 
{Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Nov 83 p 8] 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUDITING ZAKAT--Islamabad, Dec 8--The Central Zakat 
Administration has made elaborate and effective arrangements for the audit 
of accounts of Zakat Funds, at all levels, namely the Central Zakat Funds 
as the concept of accountability is an important feature of the Nizam-e-Zakat 
accounts are audited by chartered accountants regularly. The local Zakat 
Funds are also audited by the qualified persons. Audit of the accounts of 
the Central Zakat Funds for the year 1980-1981 has been completed, and that 
for 1981-82 is nearing completion. The audit of accounts for the year 
1982-83 has been taken up. The audit of all the four provinces Zakat Funds 
for the years 1980-81 and 1981-82 has been completed and for 1982-83 is in 
hand. Of the local Zakat funds, the audit has been mostly completed.--PPI 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 9 Dec 83 p 11] 


LOAN FOR GUDDU PROJECT--An agreement for the new loan of 140 million dollars 
for the extension of Guddu Thermal power house will be signed shortly with 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The ADB, it may be mentioned, is also 
providing help for the completion of the Tarbela power house. Pakistan has 
emerged as the second largest borrower from the Bank after Indonesia. 
Already a credit worth one-and-a-half billion dollars had been provided to 
Pakistan for 58 development projects. Meanwhile, WAPDA has invited interna- 
tional tenders for procurement of various items of 11 KV equipment and 
materials for electrification of tubewells in South Rohri SCARP project. 

The cost of procurement of the material and equipment will be met from an 
ADB loan of 47 million dollars. The South Rohri SCARP project is being 
implemented to combat the twin menace of water-logging and salinity, and to 
reclaim the affected land in the districts of Hyderabad, Sanghar and Nawab- 
shah. On completion of the project, an area of 3,75,000 acres of land will 
benefit. So far, out of 1,350 tubewells of the project, 180 have been 
completed.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 9 Dec 83 p 23] 
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